
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Life lessons from pickle ball: 

 The more you do something the better you get at 

it.  So make what you do worth doing. 

 You can still run if you have to, even if you think 

you can’t. Never give up. 

 Your body is an amazing work, take care of it. 

 Play is essential to your overall well being.  Play 

hard, but try not to be mean. 

 Exercise increases your mental sharpness and 

boosts your mood. 

 Don’t let a few clouds scare you off or raindrops 

dampen your options.  Play anyway. 

 It is easier to encourage someone else than 

ourselves; give yourself a break once in a while. 

 Go ahead and laugh at your mistakes.  

Use the wind.  Play smart.  Or blame your misses 

on it.   

 Know when to dink a shot and know when to 

slam. 

 Don’t count on the ball going where you think it 

will. 

 Small groups are essential as well.  Find yours.  

Be loyal to it.  But welcome newcomers. 

 I love pickle ball.  I was thinking this morning 

about how I prioritize it and why and analyzing whether 

it was selfishness or not.  My conclusion is that it is 2 ½ 

hours a week and I get all of the above benefits that 

should help me do better at what I do with the rest of my 

time.  It is the same reason I have always prioritized 

church.  The spiritual side of me needs the slowing 

down, quiet, prayers, study, music, and social interaction 

of fellow believers. I would even dare to call it fun.  So, I 

give you all permission to be selfish, but only if it’s with 

purpose.  The bigger, harder question, will be to ask 

ourselves “to what purpose” am I doing ______? Is it 

selfish, or generous?  Is it only benefiting myself or 

helping others?  Does it draw me closer to God or 

distance me from God?  If asked, am I, or should I be, 

willing to give it up for something that will better grow 

me spiritually? 

 Happy summer random thinking and playtime 

with a purpose, 

 Pastor Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

June 5 – 1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24); Ps. 146 

Gal. 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17 

June 12- 1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14) 15-21a; Ps. 5:1-8 

Gal .2:15-21; Luke 7:36-8:3 

 June 19 – 1 Kings 19:1-4 , (5-7) 8-15a; Ps. 42 and 43 

Gal 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 

June 26 – 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14;  Ps77:1-2. 11-20 

Gal. 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

 

*Pastor Marian will be on Study Leave June 5-11 

*Pastor Marian will be serving at Camp Wyoming 

June 12-17 

 

 

 

Music Notes 

Memorial weekend marked the beginning of 
the summer break for our choirs.  As you know, that 
does not mean there will be no music at our worship 
services!  Just no choirs.  The Music Ministry 
Committee, however, will be diligently looking ahead 
to next year.  You've heard of the 3 Rs (reading, 
'riting, and 'rithmetic).  We use the 3 Ps (planning, 
preparing, and praying) as we select next year's choir 
music and messages. 

Safe and happy summer wishes for everyone! 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

May 2016 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

May 1 2218.00 66 

May 8 1714.00 70 

May 15 1779.21 95 

May 22 225.00 57 

May 29           2319.56 56 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

June 2016   



SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 

THE LENDING TREE 

The Lending Tree is now 

open Wednesday’s from 11:30-1:30 

and Saturday’s from 9am-12pm.  

Spread the word! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT 
Hello, church family! 

I have faith that this early summer is finding you 

well.  We are looking forward to a fun – filled summer 

full of activities, learning about God, and 

fellowship.  The Christian education committee will 

meet next Wednesday, June 1.  If you have any input 

into our upcoming curricula please feel free to let us 

know. We will be planning summer Sunday school, 

vacation Bible school, and an earlier – than -usual 

resurrection of worship on Wednesday. 

     We are pleased to report that this past semester's 

activities were a grand success!  Levels of attendance, 

participation, and depth of understanding of God's word 

were all very strong in the Sunday school, confirmation 

class, resurging youth music program, and worship on 

Wednesday programs.  Sincere thanks goes to Marian, 

Susie, the Murphy's, Harold and Evelyn, and everyone 

who helped in any way.  We are all truly blessed to have 

each other. Our combined efforts united toward making 

the world a better place really do secure a more 

sustainable and resilient future for the young Christians 

who will become the future leaders of our church. 

Your active agent for bringing forth Jesus' kingdom of 

peace and righteousness,  

Jason Thrasher 

  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE-  

Using your Skills, Abilities and Talents 
Listen to God’s Word in scripture – 

“Each of you has been blessed with one of God’s 

many wonderful gifts to be used in the service of 

others. So use your gift well.” (1 Peter 4:1) 

  

“The Spirit has given each of us a special way of 

serving others.” (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

 

“But each of us was given grace according to the 

measure of Christ’s gift. The gifts he gave were that 

some would be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ…”  

(Ephesians 4:7, 11–12)  

 

While taking the course on Advanced Care 

Directives, I ran across this statement regarding why 

we are still here on earth – “that God sends each 

person into this world with a special message to 

deliver, with a special song to sing for others, with a 

special act of love to bestow. No one else can speak 

my message, or sing my song, or offer my act of love. 

These are entrusted to me alone.” (One Heart—

Embrace Life by Charles L. Garbarino) 

 

A talent is a natural talent or skill, the ability to be 

good at something, especially without being taught. 

Every human being has certain talents—we just have 

to work out what ours are, and then learn to use 

them. And then there are spiritual gifts—special 

abilities given by the Holy Spirit to every Christian, 

to enable them to serve Christ. Our abilities and 

talents are ‘spiritual’ when they are inspired, led and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. Thus many people can 

have, for example, a talent for leadership, or be 

especially compassionate, but these are ‘spiritual 

gifts’ only in Christians and when they are led by the 

Holy Spirit. A spiritual gift is an ability given by the 

Holy Spirit, energized or empowered for God’s 

service—to reach out to others, and/or to build up the 

body of Christ.  

 

The Bible is quite clear: no one person has all the 

spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:29–30), but every 

Christian has at least one spiritual gift (1 Peter 4:10). 
 

This helps us to see why it’s so important for all 

believers to know what their gifts are and use them. 



No Christian can even begin to do all that’s needed. 

Gifts are given to individuals.  

 

There are many gifts, and the Bible lists them in 

several places. Not all of the lists are identical. For 

example:  

 Romans 12:6–8—preaching; serving; teaching; 

stimulating the faith of others; giving joyfully 

for the work of ministry, leading or 

coordinating others; empathy/mercy  

 1 Corinthians 12:8–11—word of knowledge; 

word of wisdom; faith; discerning spirits; 

healing; good listener and working miracles  

Recognizing our skills, abilities and talents  

 ‘You are skilled!’ ‘You have talents!’ What’s your 

reaction and response to that statement?  

My first response is to minimize that statement with a 

few ‘buts’: ‘I’ve got some skill, but I’m not as skilled 

as you…I’m skilled, but I’m aware of my 

weaknesses…but they’re not big abilities…but 

they’re very ordinary talents.’  

 

The challenge that faces most of us isn’t about 

acquiring a whole lot of new gifts or talents, but of 

accepting and acknowledging what we already 

have—realizing the gifts that we already possess.  

 

Encouragement of others…  

Many of our reasons for not exercising our skills, 

abilities and talents aren’t so much about our lack of 

these, as about the lack of affirmation and 

encouragement we receive. To be aware of our 

abilities, and to be willing to use them, requires 

acknowledgement of them from others. That’s why 

it’s important for us to affirm and encourage each 

other. Are we as ready to affirm and encourage, as 

we are to criticize and negate? Many skills, abilities 

and talents lie dormant because we aren’t 

encouraged to take the risk to use them. 

 

 
OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

May 5, 2016 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED OFFICAL BOARD 

MEETING 

May 5, 2016 @ 6:30 p.m. 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Board Chair Bill Koellner. In attendance were:   Ken 

Noble, Joe Myers, Margaret Barnhart, Susie Lehman, 

Deepak Giri, Wayne Noring, Pastor Marian Hart, 

Treasurer Keith Barnhart and Clerk of Session Katie 

Thrasher. Those not in attendance were: Brenda Miller 

and Darren Brooke 

Devotion –Isaiah 43:18, 19.  Long Range Planning 

Open in Prayer 

Approval of Docket: 1st Ken N., 2nd Joe M. 

unanimously approved by the Board 

Approval of the Minutes: motion to approve 1st Joe 

M., 2nd Deepak G., unanimously 

approved by the Board.   

Treasurer’s Report:          

        Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Bills 

are all paid.  Insurance has been paid.  Syd H. contacted 

KAH for the bill from the last food packing afternoon. 

The bill was $1500.00 but there is only $1300.00 in the 

account.  Bill for parking lot was paid by a donation.   

Move to approve Treasurer’s Report 1st Ken N., 2nd 

Wayne N., unanimously approved by the Board.   

         

                Starting of April balance $5,040.87 

                Receipts   $7,7023.28 

                Subtotal    $12,064.15 

                Disbursements  $11,724.29 

                Ending Balance   $339.86 

                                Board checking balance $(63.14) 

 

Pastor’s Report: APRIL 7-MAY 5, 2016 
 

Office hours kept as possible 

Planned and led worship April 10, 17, May 1 (vacation 

April 24, did not lead just planned) 

Wednesday WOW and choir meals 

April  CYG/Board 

Confirmation class April 10, 17, May 1 

Lending Tree on Wednesdays 

Presbytery meeting at Camp Wyoming April 9 

Women in Ministry lunch and bible study April 12 

Presbytery Administrative Commission meeting April 14 

Simpson worship April 15 

Commission Ruling Elder (CRE) retreat planning, co-

lead, attend April 15-16 at Camp Wyoming 

Vacation April 18-24, one week-stayed home mostly to 

clean, read, paint for fun, Arnie and I went to couples 

retreat at Crooked Creek Christian Camp April 22-23, 

went mushrooming with Richard 

Cluster meeting April 21 

Holy Cow Assessment meeting April 26 

Pastoral Relations meeting April 28, 2016  

Ministerial Association meeting May 4 

Pastoral visits-8 

Mileage-305 

Community involvement-Active Rotarian, volunteer at 

ELC, farmer’s market, newsletter column, TTT 



 

Reminder I will be at Hastings School for Pastors June 

5-11 (Jason will preach on the 5
th

) and at Camp 

Wyoming as camp pastor June 12-17 for TTT week, will 

be able to preach the 12
th

 and 19
th

 myself. 

 
 

LENDING TREE REPORT MAY, 2016 

Year end surplus from WOW meals  $230.00 

Artificial tree         $    5.00 

Couch, chair, microwave stand, pots and pans, table, 

nightstand, chair, bedspread       $110.00 

Sheets, towels       $    9.00 

Buffet, bookcase, candleholders   $  60.00 

Roaster, box of misc.     $  22.00 

Total       $436.00 
 

ONGOING BUSINESS –  

List of items for repair- Church Repair List Spring 2016 

        1.  Food Pantry - clean & paint room & shelving in 

preparation for inspector.- Needs further evaluation. 

        2.  Plumbing in kitchen - three basin sink leak - 

repair- Pastor Marian will test. 

        3.  Windows in kitchen - blinds.- Brenda is looking 

into this. 

        4.  Caulking PVC pipe running to coffee hour sink.- 

Ken Noble will inspect. 

        5.  Handicap restroom - stool plunger needs to have 

plastic holder - cannot just sit on floor. - Joe Myers will 

inspect. 

        6.  Ceiling tile needs replaced - handicap restroom.- 

will complete on a church wide work day. 

        7.  Ceiling tiles in Fellowship hall needs replaced. - 

will complete on a church wide work day. 

        8.  Carpet torn where new wires for clavinova 

speakers run. 

        9.  Baptismal heater broken. (Immersion)- Board 

asks Butch Nortman to inspect.  

        10. Cover for lights in choir loft missing (back 

row). - Choir members will be asked their opinion and 

Brenda M. will talk with Blaine about options.- Working 

on it.   

        11. Replace emergency defibulator pads & battery - 

beyond expiration date (call Roger Johnson)- replaced 

by Roger Johnson on 3/3/16.  Good now till March 2018.   

        12. Lounge - ceiling tiles need replaced. - will 

complete on a church wide work day. 

        13. Blinds on both south and west windows need to 

be replaced.- Brenda M. is looking into this. 

        14. Drain in lounge needs cleaned - slow draining.- 

Darren B. will look into this.   

15. Changing table in nursery needs repaired. - 

remove left over door on table. Bill and Jan K. will fix.         

16. Nursery door - remove top of door to prevent finger 

pinching. – Dillon B. has been called to fix it.            

17. Purple wall in classroom needs painted (light 

blue to match other blue in room).- will complete on a 

church wide work day. 

18. Wooden chairs in classroom - move to 

fellowship closet - chairs not used. - Bill K. will take 

care of this.  Pastor Marian suggests daycares, 

grandparents and parents of children in the church are 

contacted or asked if they would like to have these 

chairs.   

19. North East Adult room - replace blinds. - 

Brenda M. will look into this.  

 20. Replace computer in office that displays 

announcements in hallway.  – Deepak G. is looking into 

this.   

21. Downspout back splash areas around the 

building need to be filled in with dirt and leveled.  Bill 

K. will take care of this.   

        22. Fire Extinguishers need to be checked.  Katie T 

will call inspectors.   

        23. Women’s bathroom toilet – Dillon Brooke will 

fix.    

        24. S.S. room door paneling is splitting.   

        25.  Bell Tower- add flowers where shrubs were 

taken out.   

- June Elder on Call – Wayne Noring 

- Follow up to kitchen licensing- Pastor Marian asks Joe 

M. to see if when the inspector comes out to approve 

kitchen for Fair Stand food prep that the church can get a 

year inspection at that time.    

 - Manse Windows- Bill K.- tabled till June meeting. 

-Long Range planning committee- will meet soon.  One 

of the first projects will be talking about the 40th 

anniversary celebration of First Church United.   

-Cradle Roll- Cradle Roll is up to date and hanging up 

outside the nursery.   

-Correspondence - Katie read an email from 4-H group 

leader Robynn Anderson that thanked the church for the 

use of the building.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 -Music Ministry - Susie and the Music Ministry 

department informed the Board that the chimes will be 

refurbished this summer for $1360.00 out of the Beryl-

Brooke Music Ministry Fund.  This will be done in June.   

        Susie also explained to the Board that the Fair 

Stand sign up sheets are out!  This year there are 2 or 3 

hours shifts (morning shifts remain the same).  There are 

also sign up sheets for shredding pork on July 18th and 

cleaning the Fair Stand on July 12th.   



-Pastor’s Microphone - has not worked since last 

December.  Arnie will get contact name for individual at 

West Music who has helped in the past and let Katie 

know who it is.  Deepak can take microphones to West 

Music if needed.   

-Highway Clean-up - Thrashers will organize a clean up 

soon! 

-Katie’s Time off - Susie will take minutes at the June 

2nd meeting.  Marian will ask Marilyn R. to help with 

PowerPoint, bulletins, and the newsletter. 

-The Lutheran Church may come to FCU while Maxson 

Street is being worked on over the summer.  Board 

thinks that is great.  Board welcomes them.  We may 

have to move worship times to fit everyone’s needs.   

-Board thanks Wayne Noring for joining the Board!   

-Board thanks Bob Dewar for joining the Endowment 

Committee for Jeanine Williams.   

 

MINISTRY & PROGRAM REPORTS:  

ADJOURN  

PRAYER CONCERNS SHARED 

CLOSING PRAYER 

NEXT MEETING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Workers 

June 5 

Communion
 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

      Tom && Mary Pat Brooke 
USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Jo Noble 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 
 

 

June 12 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Janet & Tom Woody 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 
 

 

June 19 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Tom Brooke 
USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

David & Bertie Baker 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Arnie Hart 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 
 

    

      June 26 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Evelyn Evans & Evelyn Wilkerson 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 

 

 
 

Communion Preparers for June are 

Tom & Janet Woody 

4
th

 McKenna Deahr 

6
th

 Joel Murphy 

6
th

 Courtney Wendt 

8
th

 Jodi Kelly 

9
th

 Keith Barnhart 

10
th
 Charles Brooke 

11
th
 Walt Lehman 

11
th
 Katherine Willson 

13
th
 Dustin Noble 

13
th
 Lisa Murphy 

14
th
 Linda Minor 

16
th
 Jill Koellner Perkins 

16
th
 Heather Powers 

17
th
 Katie Thrasher 

18
th
 Ella May Hambright 

19
th
 Dean Phelps 

20
th
 Jay Steen 

22
nd

 Jesse Reed 

24
th
 Brent Benge 

27
th
 Brian Benge 

27
th
 Vince Ottaway 

27
th
 Brandon Harned 

30
th
 June Phelps 

 

 
Anniversaries in June 

2
nd

 Ken & Linda Minor 

6
th

 Bob & Jan Rohner 

7
th

 Bob & Linda Foor 

15
th
 Randy & Sandy Henderson 

15
th
 Ken & Brenda Wright 

15
th
 Dustin & Katherine Brooks 

18
th
 Vince & Letha Ottaway 

20
th
 Gary & Joyce Hahn 

22
nd

 Tom & Susan Lehman 

23
rd

 James & Jeni Laughlin 

24
th
 Joel & Lisa Murphy 

25
th
 Kurt & Jessi Simon 

28
th
 Mike & Susan Deahr 

30
th
 Blaine & Jodi Kelly 

 

Birthdays in June 


