
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 You’ve probably noticed I’m not a big sports 

fan.  Don’t take it personally, the only time I’ve 

spent torturing my back to sit on bleachers on a 

regular basis is to watch our daughter play 

volleyball. And the only time you’d find me at a 

football game was during halftime when she played 

in the marching band.  I do like playing sports, just 

not watching. 

 I’m using this to urge you to start thinking 

along the lines that we are teaching at CYG this fall 

with the book “Not a Fan.”  The author talks about 

how we fall short in what Jesus invites us to do.  

That is we are fans of Jesus but not necessarily 

followers.  The difference is in watching, cheering, 

or admiring someone or some thing but not really 

joining the action.  Not really training ourselves, 

disciplining ourselves and committing ourselves 

fully to carrying out Christ’s plan, following him 

into kingdom building, and spreading the gospel .  

Not willing to sacrifice our idols and gods and make 

Him #1. 

 This week the school will be holding all 

kinds of homecoming festivities.  Maybe the church 

should do likewise, making a concerted effort to get 

all those who used to be active to ‘come home.’  

How do we surrender ourselves to being 

transformed from fans to followers?  How do we 

fulfill our role as the body of Christ extending the 

invitation to join us: 

 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling 

for you and for me. 

 See, on the portals He’s waiting and 

watching, watching for you and for me. 

 Come home, come home, You who are 

weary, come home. 

 Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, calling, 

“O sinner, come home!” 

With you on your journey from fan to follower, 

Pastor Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

October 4 – Esther 4:12-17 

October 11 -  Job 12:1-9, 16-17; Ps 22:1-15; Heb. 5:4-

12; Mark 10:17-31 

October 18 – Job 38: 1-7 (34-41); Ps. 104:1-9, 24, 35c; 

Heb. 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 

October 25- Job 42: 1-6, 10-17; Ps. 34:1-8 (19-22); Heb. 

7:23-28; Mark 10-46-52 

 

 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

PACKING PARTY 

 WOW kids and 

Congregational Life would 

like to invite you to an early 

Christmas party on Oct. 21.  That’s right.  We wish to 

pack up Shoeboxes for Kids for Samaritan’s Purse 

Operation Christmas Child to distribute throughout the 

world.  Items that can be placed in the shoeboxes include 

toys (no weapons), socks, bar soap, washcloth, 

toothpaste, hard candy, school supplies.  We will get 

labels for age appropriateness.  You can participate by 

joining us at 6:30 to pack boxes, come at six if you want 

to eat with us; donate cash and give to Pastor Marian and 

we will do the shopping; donate items for us to pack; or 

of course pack your own box and bring it. Pastor Marian 

is going to extend the invitation to the other churches 

and the community at large. 

 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

September 2015 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

September 6 $2,015.00 43 

September  13 $1,724.00 59 

September 20 $972.00 42 

September  27 $3,100.75 92 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

October 2015   



 

Music Notes 

'Twill be a colorful month (October always is), 
and there will be colorful music as well to enrich our 
services and our souls!  It's a season of contrasts, and 
we will enjoy everything from voices and chimes to 
percussion and spirituals.  Listen, join in, and share 
the messages, beginning with World Wide 
Communion.  Music helps bring us altogether! 
 

Sun., Oct. 4:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Oct. 7:  Chime Choir - 6:45 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 
Sun., Oct. 11:  CHIME CHOIR 

Wed., Oct. 14:  (same as Oct. 7) 
Sun., Oct. 18:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Oct. 21:  (same as Oct. 7) 
Sun., Oct. 25:  WORSHIP TEAM 
Wed., Oct. 28:  (same as Oct. 7) 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 
CROP Walk on October 4th.  
We will start at the West 

Liberty Country Club 
at 4:30 and walk to FCU. 

 
 

 
 
 
ROAD TRIP  

The October visit will be on the 8th.   Meet at the 

church at 11:00 to carpool.  We will share lunch, a short 

bible study, and lots of fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LENDING TREE 

THANK YOU to all who have donated 

items for The Lending Tree.  We are set 

up and ready to roll.  There will be a 

continuing need of household stuff, so please consider us 

when cleaning your basement, garage, etc.  Pastor 

Marian applied for grants from both denominations as 

well as start up monies from the endowment fund.  Both 

grants were approved totaling $6000.  The money 

collected for meals on Wednesdays will also be put in 

The Lending Tree fund for sustainability of the ministry.  

We are excited to offer our community this outreach.  If 

you’d like to volunteer so we can expand hours of 

operation to Saturday mornings, please contact Pastor 

Marian. 

 

 

Ken and Marilyn Ruegsegger thank all who 

have been so generous with cards, food, offers 
of help and concern, and most importantly, 

your prayers.  Ken is doing well and we are so 

grateful for all of our church family. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Hello Church Family! 

 I am pleased to report that all is well in the 

Christian Education  department.  We have had two very 

successful Worship on Wednesdays (W.O.W) so far.  

Attendance and spirits were high for the fitness program 

last week.  It was virtually unanimous that Sarah 

Barten’s yoga program was inspirational.  Plans are in 

the works to make her presence a regular occurrence.  

The week prior to that, we had a lot of fun playing 

games.  We hope that you will consider joining us on 

any Wednesday night this season!  The food and the 

fellowship are always a wonderful midweek refresher.   

 Sunday school is in full swing, as well.  We 

have been blessed by many new faces, and our 

programming, I think, is succeeding in teaching our 

youth the value of being a Christian.  We have also 

begun rehearsing for another time where the children 

lead worship.  So look forward to our future church 

leaders taking an active role again.   

 Thanks very much, as usual, for your support 

and encouragement.  Together we do great things as an 

active church body of Christ.   

 At your service, Jason Thrasher 

 

 



 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

September 3, 2015 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Co-Chair Joe Myers.  In attendance were:  Darren 

Brooke, Susie Lehman, Margaret Barnhart, Ken Noble, 

Karen Nortman, Ken Ruegsegger, Pastor Marian Hart, 

Treasurer Keith Barnhart and Clerk of session Katie 

Thrasher. Those not in attendance were: Bill Koellner, 

Jan McCrabb.  

Devotion – Lay down your burdens 

Open in Prayer 

Approval of Docket: move to approve 1st Ken R. 2nd 

Ken N.  unanimously approved by the Board.   

Approval of May Minutes: move to approve 1
st
 Ken N., 

2
nd

 Margaret B. unanimously approved by the Board. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report.  All bills are 

paid to date.  Bill from Marv’s Glass for the lights fixed 

in the Fellowship Hall were paid out of #2103 and Keith 

paid for gaga ball expenses out of the Board Endowment 

Fund as previously approved.   

 Pastor Marian asked about how we should 

handle money issues for the Lending Tree.  Agreed that 

money should go through Keith like Kids Against 

Hunger money does.  The line number for the Lending 

Tree will be #220 on the budget sheet.  Move to approve 

report 1
st
 Ken R., 2

nd
 Karen N. unanimously approved by 

the Board.   

 

 Starting of August balance      $1,331.56 

 Receipts                                $10,422.58 

 Subtotal                                $11,754.14 

 Disbursements                         $10,053.21 

 Ending Balance                       $1,700.93 

         Board checking balance $425.93 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT   AUG. 6-SEPT. 3 

Office hours kept 

Plan and lead worship Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30 

VBS Aug. 9-13 

Women in Ministry luncheon and study Aug. 11 

Oaknoll road trip Aug. 13 

Disciple Leadership Conference Aug. 15 

Christian Ed./Congregational Life meeting Aug. 19 

CYG Leaders retreat Aug. 19 

Worship planning for Presbytery meeting Aug. 20 

Simpson home worship Aug. 21 

CYG fun night Aug. 23 

Soil to Soul class Aug. 24 

Pre-marital counseling Aug. 25 

Assisted living bike rides Aug. 26 and Sept. 2 

Interview with Index Aug. 31 

Worship team meeting Sept. 1 

Endowment meeting Sept. 2 

Ministerial Association meeting Sept. 2 

Visitation Howard Bjork Sept. 2 

Funeral Howard Bjork Sept. 3 

 

Pastoral visits-12 

Mileage-398 turned in; 35 new 

 

Reminder-I am taking vacation Sept. 16-22.  Jason 

Thrasher will preach on Sept. 20 

Motion to approve report 1
st
 Margaret B., 2

nd
 Darren B., 

unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

Ongoing business -  

 - Painting-  Nursery walls needs to be painted 

where the handprints are.  It is ok to paint over 

handprints.  Doorways still need to be painted.   

-Status of repair of east bath room- Mirror and 

Towel dispenser are up.  Changing table will be 

revamped and put in the bathroom.   

-Lisa Murphy is working with Missy Johnson to 

complete the cradle roll.  Jan M. would like vases 

from the church to replenish those that go home 

with the new parents.  Board agreed.   

-October 9-10: Leadership Retreat at Camp 

Wyoming. FCU will share cost of speaker ($200 

from Endowment) and endowment money is 

available for those who wish to attend 

($50/person).    

-Lending Tree Report- Pastor Marian has found a 

building, some shelves, clothes rack and some 

other items.  Endowment has approved $2500.00, 

Presbytery has agreed to $5000.00, and Disciples 

has agreed to $1000.00.  There will be a big 

article in the Index soon about the Food Pantry 

and the Lending Tree to help get the word out.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 -Katie’s new office hours – M-F approximately 

4:00-6:00.   

 - Shrubs and bushes that are dead or dying 

need to be removed. Darren B. volunteered to come up 

with Dillon and take out the bushes by the front doors 

and the bell tower.   

 - Bell Tower – doesn’t work but we will either 

use the clavinova or organ to chime at the beginning of 

the service.  Bell Tower needs to be painted as well.  

Darren B. volunteered Dillon’s Boom.  They will paint 

the Manse garage trim at that time as well.    



 - Stained Glass Windows need repaired. 

Marv’s glass is coming on the 15
th

 of September to give 

a bid.    

 - Fair Stand Report- Joe M. reported on gross 

receipts for the week.  Net profit was less than in 2014.   

 - Pastor Marian explained that she has been 

gotten a request to co-lead a wedding with Pastor Mario 

from West Liberty Christian Fellowship in October 

2016.  Motion to approve 1
st
 Ken N., 2

nd
 Darren B. 

Unanimously approved by the Board.   

 - Booster seats are needed for the Fellowship 

Hall.   

 - Necrology Report – Howard Bjork August 

30, 2015 

 

 

MINISTRY & PROGRAM REPORTS:  

 PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE – 

 August 26th Pastor Marian, Wayne Noring, 

and I met at Burritos Gabby for our monthly meeting. 

No concerns had been brought to our attention so we 

discussed the positive happenings. One of the recent 

most popular event was VBS. Still thinking out of the 

box, Pastor Marian and Jason want to try a new format 

for WOW which sounds great. Another big idea of 

Pastor's is The Lending Tree. She hopes to have it up 

and running by October. To get it out to the community, 

we will have to have volunteers so it can be more 

accessible. 

 There are our church family needing prayers 

and prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Emily and 

Jesse’s miracle baby. We pray that members and friends 

of FCU can be supportive and helpful in our upcoming 

outreach programs. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Barnhart 

 

 CHRISTIAN ED.-  It has been a good month 

in the Christian Education Department.  Vacation Bible 

School was a roaring success.  Thanks again to all who 

helped make it so good   

 We are gearing up for another great season of 

Sunday school that begins September 13
th

.   Spread the 

word far and wide, any child is welcome to attend and 

will benefit from our program!  What we do here at First 

Church United is so unique, so wonderful, and so 

focused on improving the lives of our children that I 

sincerely hope many new faces can attend.  

 Mark every Wednesday evening on your 

calendar as well, everybody!  We are resurrecting the 

congregation wide worship on Wednesday!  The first 

WOW will be September 16
th

 from 6-7:30 with games as 

the theme for the evening.  There’ll be plenty of 

fellowship, fun, joy, laughter, food, and worship 

available to all ages.  Thanks be to God for all of the 

support and inspiration, community and love found at 

our church!    Jason Thrasher 
  

CHRISTIAN ED. & CONGREGATIONAL 

LIFE COMMITTEE – meeting Wednesday, 

September 9
th

 at 6:00 p.m. to plan for weekly 

WOW’s that will begin after Labor Day.    

ADJOURNMENT 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

CLOSING PRAYER 

NEXT MEETING  October 1, 2015 at 6:30p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Church Workers 

October 4th 

World Wide Communion Sunday
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

None Needed.  Presbyterian Tradition 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Joe Myers, Dinette Myers, Brenda Miller,  

Karen Nortman, Vince Ottaway, Letha Ottaway 

USHERS: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 

 

October 11th 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Tenley Murphy 

 

October 18th 

Communion
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Joe Myers, Dinette Myers, Brenda Miller,  

Karen Nortman, Vince Ottaway, Letha Ottaway 

USHERS: Mark Johnson 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Murphy Family 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Open 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Payton Murphy 

 

October 25
th

 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Tom & Janet Woody 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Katie & Chance Thrasher 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Alice Thrasher 

 

Communion Preparers for October will be  

Evelyn Evans & Margaret Barnhart 

Birthdays in  

October 

1 Darren Brooke 

2 Skylar Wendt 

3 Troy Myers 

4 Mark Johnson 

6 Filmore Melick 

6 Carolyn Probst 

10 Christina Newcomb 

11 Linda Foor 

11 Heidi Morrison 

14 Tricia Lehman 

14 Alice Thrasher 

15 James Laughlin 

21 Caitlyn Snook 

23 Janey Gingerich 

24 Shirley Sterner 

24 Tom Probst 

27 Cale Brooks 

28 Bob Larson 

30 Missy Johnson 

30 Holly Gingerich 

 

 

 

Anniversaries in October 
6

th
 Mike & Yvonne Gardenier 

13
th
 Bob & Marcy Dewar 

14
th
 Deepak & Amrita Giri 

19
th
 Butch & Karen Nortman 


