
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I glanced out the office window to enjoy the 

glorious trees.  Sadly there were quite a few leaves 

fluttering down to the ground.  Soon the branches 

will be bare.  I remind myself that bare does not 

mean barren.  It can also mean resting, preparing, 

ready to put on something new. 

 The leaves made me think of a children’s 

book, “Freddie the Leaf”.  It was written for 

children to help them deal with death.  Freddie is 

one of the last leaves to let go of the tree.  He is 

afraid.  He doesn’t want to go.  His friend is kindly 

and patiently explaining it will be ok.   

 As I’ve just finished preparing worship for 

All Saints’ Day, my thoughts have been on letting 

go of those people and things we love.  Last night at 

CYG we talked about how God might ask us to let 

go of something in order to put God first in our 

lives.  It occurs to me, not for the first time, that all 

of life is a letting go process.  It is not always easy.  

We balk, we refuse, we are afraid, and sometimes 

we simply have no choice.  But there is holiness in 

the process of surrendering our all to God.  We can 

practice letting go and find that it is often necessary 

so that something else might come and fill the 

empty place and bless us like we never dreamt could 

be possible. 

 I don’t mean we shouldn’t grieve our loved 

ones; but we should be able to find comfort that they 

are in God’s hands (and what better hands to be in?) 

and eventually continue our lives and find new joy, 

new blessing, new hope.  Please do not let a loss 

render you barren; seek the beauty, the strength, the 

comfort of letting go and letting God work a healing 

in your heart. 

 Feeling Pensive, 

 Pastor Marian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

November 1 – Isaiah 25:6-9; Ps. 24; Rev. 2:1-6a; 

John 11:32-44 

November 8 -  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Ps. 127;             

Heb. 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 

November 15 – 1 Sam 1:4-20; 1 Sam 2:1-10;            

Heb. 10:11-14 (15-18)19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

November 22- 2 Sam. 23:1-7; Ps. 132:1-12 (13-18), 

Rev. 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

November 29- Jer. 33:14-16; Ps. 25:1-10; 1  

Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 

PRESBYTERY MEETING HERE 

 On November 14, our church will be hosting the 

East Iowa Presbytery meeting.  We need helping hands 

to prepare, serve, and clean up the meal that day.  We 

will be expecting around 110 guests.  PLEASE consider 

how you can help: set up on Friday, bake cookies for 

morning refreshments, dessert for noon meal, wash 

dishes, sit at the registration table? 

 

 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

SHOEBOXES FOR 

CHILDREN 

WOW kids packed 21 boxes for 

Christmas presents for children.  

Thank you to all who gave $$ or brought items for our 

packing party.  If you’d still like to bring a box already 

filled or contribute to postage, the deadline is Nov. 15. 

Make checks payable to Samaritan’s Purse.   

CHURCH RECORD 

October 2015 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

October 4 $2,181.00 59 

October 11 $1,147.27 70 

October 18 $694.61 55 

October 25 $2,331.00 55 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

November 2015   



 

Music Notes 

November.  Hmmm.  "Blah" you say?  "Drab" 
you say?  "NAY" we say!  We have so many specially 
chosen and prepared music selections for such 
occasions as All Saints' Day, Veteran's Day, 
Thanksgiving Sunday, and the First Sunday of 
Advent!  Now say it's a blah and drab month - we 
dare you.  Listen to the music and be inspired! 
 

Sun., Nov. 1: CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., Nov. 4:  Chime Choir - 6:45 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 
Sun., Nov. 8:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Nov. 11:  (same as Nov. 4) 

Sun., Nov. 15:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Nov. 18:  (same as Nov. 4) 

Sun., Nov. 22:  ["Thanksgiving Sunday"]  
 CHIME CHOIR 

(Possibly Holiday Open House) 
Wed., Nov. 25:  (same as Nov. 4) 

Sun., Nov. 29:  [First Sun. of Advent]   
WORSHIP TEAM 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 
 
ROAD TRIP  

The November  visit will be on the 12th.   Meet 

at the church at 11:00 to carpool.  We will share lunch, a 

short bible study, and lots of fellowship. 

 

THE LENDING TREE 

We have had a few folks coming in for 

various household items.  They have 

been overjoyed to find things they need.  

We have had at least five enquiries for dressers and three 

for beds.  It would be great if we could expand our hours 

of operation to Saturday mornings.  If you could 

volunteer from 9-noon, please let Pastor Marian know. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY EFFORT 

 All churches will be 

collecting winter hats, gloves, 

scarves, socks, and undies for 

Christmas distribution through Voluntary Action 

Council.  Toys may be delivered to St. Joseph’s.  Non-

perishable food items or monetary donations to the VAC 

for River Bend Food Bank may be made to First Church 

United.    

   

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

October 1, 2015 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Co-Chair Joe Myers.  In attendance were:  Darren 

Brooke, Margaret Barnhart, Ken Noble, Karen Nortman, 

Bill Koellner Ken Ruegsegger, Pastor Marian Hart, 

Treasurer Keith Barnhart and Clerk of session Katie 

Thrasher. Those not in attendance were: Susie Lehman, 

Jan McCrabb.  

Devotion – Luke 19 story of Zacchaeus. 

Open in Prayer 

Approval of Docket: move to approve 1st Bill K. 2nd 

Ken N.  unanimously approved by the Board.   

Approval of May Minutes: move to approve 1
st
 Ken N., 

2
nd

 Ken R. unanimously approved by the Board. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

 Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report.  All 

bills are paid to date.  Keith reminded the Board that 

there is still $1100 to be given to each mission before the 

end of the year.   

 The Lending Tree income budget line will be 

#220 and expense line will be #1220.  Rent has been 

paid for October.  Utilities have been switched over.  

Pastor Marian mentioned she created a receipt for those 

people who would like a tax receipt.  Bill K. said that 

anything donated with a value of $250 or more will need 

to have a letter sent to them for their taxes.   

 Bill from Renovations + for finishing the East 

bathroom came in and will come out of the Future 

Maintenance of the Church (#704).   

 Move to approve Treasurer’s Report 1
st
 Bill K., 

2
nd

 Ken N., unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

 Starting of Sept. balance      $1,700.93 

 Receipts                                $11,991.78 

 Subtotal                                $13,692.71 

 Disbursements                         $6,966.73 

 Ending Balance                       $6,725.98 

      Board checking balance $1,722.01 
 

 



PASTOR’S REPORT   Sept. 3- Oct. 1, 2015 

Office hours kept as possible 

Planned and led worship Sept. 6, 13, 27, helped Jason 

plan for Sept. 20 

Adult Sunday school 

Wednesday choir/WOW meals and activities 

Women in ministry lunch and bible study Sept. 8 

Wednesday morning Simpson bike rides 

CE and Cong. Life meeting Sept. 9 

Oaknoll road trip Sept. 10 

Meet with Sarah and mothers for pre-wedding 

decorating ideas 

CYG meals and activities Sept. 13, 20 

Soul and soil class Sept. 14, Norwalk 

Presbytery meeting, Vinton Sept. 15 

Vacation Sept. 16-22 

Simpson worship Sept. 25 

Aaron Thomas speak Sept. 27 for CYG, collected 5 

boxes of food for pantry 

Tour of church with Jordan and Mike, couple that Mario 

and I are co-officiating their wedding next year 

Readied the Lending Tree 

Shopped for food for CYG meals, Wednesday meals 

Taking online class for Boundary training, required by 

denomination every three years 

Mileage-316 

Pastoral visits-14 
 

Ongoing business -  

- Status of Painting- Nursery and doorways still 

need to be painted.  Butch will work on the doors by the 

end of next week and Nursery will be done this fall.   
 

-Status of repair of east bath room- Changing 

table needs to be revamped and moved in.  Karen N. will 

look into it.     
 

-Cradle Roll- Missy is working on name plates.  

The three babies born recently will be added to the 

project.   
 

 -October 9-10: Leadership Retreat at Camp 

Wyoming. Three are signed up so far.  Other are 

welcome and encouraged to come. 
 

 - Stained Glass Windows need repaired- Bid 

from Marv’s Glass/MGSI to reseal each bay is $1600.00 

per window.  We have two bays that need fixed soon.  

The others also need to be fixed at some point.  Board 

discussed using Watter’s Fund (#2005) to cover cost. 

Move to approve use of Watter’s Fund and to fix all 

windows that Ken R. decides need attention or to be 

fixed 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 Karen N., unanimously approved by 

the Board.    
 

 -Building Use Policy. Katie seems to be 

handling the paper work. There was discussion on a 

committee to be appointed for the times no church 

member was present. Is it OK without such committee.  

 Board discussed concerns and agreed that 

Pastor Marian and Katie will approve and set up the use 

of the church by those who inquire to use the facilities.   

 There have been a few individuals who have 

inquired about using our kitchen for various reasons.  Joe 

M. will check on the Kitchen Inspection License and if it 

is for a year or just for the Fair Week we originally got 

the license.  Motion to have the kitchen licensed 

annually for various circumstances (WOW, CYG, 

Ribfest…) 1
st
 Ken N., 2

nd
 Bill K., unanimously approved 

by the Board.   

 A gentleman associated with the 7
th

 Day 

Adventists has asked if he could rent the kitchen for his 

bakery business for 3 months while his operation can’t 

be in its original location.  Ken N. will meet with him 

Saturday morning to get more details so the Board can 

then make a decision.  Vote can happen by email then 

we will proceed.  All decisions will be made after Joe M. 

checks on the current license.   
 

 -Cub Scout Use of Church – Monday’s 6-7p.m. 

with Koren Miller as leader. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 -Roof Leak in Fellowship Hall- Ken R. had 

Ken Morrison crew out today to check on the roof.  They 

determined the old roof has loose screws that is creating 

the leak.  They will come out before it rains again and 

fix the problem. 

 -Endowment Requests –  

 1)Leadership retreat- share of cost for speaker 

$200, $50/attendee.  Motion to approve 1
st
 Ken R., 2

nd
 

Ken N., unanimously approved by the Board.   

 2) $1000 for Disciples Mission Fund flood 

assistance in Pleasantville, IA.  Motion to approve 1
st
 

Karen N., 2
nd

 Darren B., unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

 3) $200 for Clavinova cord to hook up speakers 

– approved by the Beryl Brook Committee.   

 

 -Cedar County Assessor for 1100 Calhoun in 

Springfield.  Sign was taken down so Joe M. will notify 

the Cedar County Assessor’s office.   

 - Elder on Call for October – Ken Ruesgsegger 

 - Elder on Call for November – Bill Koellner 



 - Nominating committee needs to meet and 

start the process of asking others if they can be on 

committees for 2016.  Committee is Jason Thrasher, Jan 

Koellner, and Margaret Barnhart (Board Liaison).   

 - Pastoral Relations nominations – Pastor 

Marian gave Katie a list of people to start asking for the 

Pastoral Relations Committee.   

 - Manse windows are getting pretty old and 

difficult to open/close- might need to be replaced at 

some time in the near future.   

 - Deacon’s calling list to help those who need 

assistance with rides, meals…  Suggestion of making 

and freezing some meals for times when someone needs 

meals after coming home from the hospital or when they 

are in need.   
 

MINISTRY & PROGRAM REPORTS:  
 

 CHRISTIAN ED.-  I am pleased to report that 

all is well in the Christian Education  department.  We 

have had two very successful Worship on Wednesdays 

(W.O.W) so far.  Attendance and spirits were high for 

the fitness program last week.  It was virtually 

unanimous that Sarah Barten’s yoga program was 

inspirational.  Plans are in the works to make her 

presence a regular occurrence.  The week prior to that, 

we had a lot of fun playing games.  We hope that you 

will consider joining us on any Wednesday night this 

season!  The food and the fellowship are always a 

wonderful midweek refresher.   

 Sunday school is in full swing, as well.  We 

have been blessed by many new faces, and our 

programming, I think, is succeeding in teaching our 

youth the value of being a Christian.  We have also 

begun rehearsing for another time where the children 

lead worship.  So look forward to our future church 

leaders taking an active role again.   

 Thanks very much, as usual, for your support 

and encouragement.  Together we do great things as an 

active church body of Christ.   

 At your service, Jason Thrasher 
   

CHRISTIAN ED. & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

COMMITTEE – The WOW evenings have been a great 

success!  The food and fellowship are wonderful.  The 

first WOW we enjoyed playing games as one 

intergenerational group.  The following Wednesday the 

adults participated in a Yoga program by Sarah Barten.  

The kids also had a fitness/health program with Jason.  

September 30
th

 will be our first Mentoring evening 

where adults will be paired up with children for 

activities. We hope this will further the close friendships 

between adults and children in the church.  We will 

watch the West Liberty Homecoming parade and bake 

bread for World Communion Sunday.   

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE – 

submitted by Margaret B.  All four committee members 

met yesterday.  Talked about getting the evaluation for 

the Pastor out to those willing to evaluate and back in by 

the end of October.  The evaluation needs to be in by the 

budget meeting generally held in November.   

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE – there is no longer a 

committee so anyone interested in helping Pastor Marian 

with Pledges, sending out letters she would appreciate it.  

Karen N. suggests adding something to the letter about 

the Lending Tree and how to donate.  Also an email 

would be a good avenue for pledge cards and Lending 

Tree information.   

Motion to adjourn 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 Ken N., unanimously 

approved by the Board.   

ADJOURNMENT 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

CLOSING PRAYER 

NEXT MEETING  November 5, 2015 at 6:30p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Hello Church Family! 

I’m pleased to report that things are going well at 

Sunday School and WOW.  Since I’ve adopted the 

‘Godly Play’ strategy for education that I learned in 

Synod School this past summer, lesson planning has 

been easy and effective.  The kids really seem to grasp 

the content of the bible lesson better, it seems. The 

strategy is basically to act out the lesson using props and 

characters.  It’s funny how much better this holds the 

kids attention, but it really works!   I’ve been using 

Legos, but there are existing templates that some of our 

enterprising church members may attempt to carve out of 

wood in the near future! 

We have been engaged in all sorts of good 

activities, such as gardening, carving pumpkins, playing 

games, crafts & more.  It’s been heartwarming to see 

attendance continue to grow, as well.  Great to see new 

faces, eager for fellowship, and a solid foundation of 

Christ-centered learning.   Special thanks to Marian and 

Arnie, Gina Skubal, Joel & Lisa Murphy, Gary Hahn, 

Katie Thrasher, and all others who have helped make 

food, do dishes, assist with crafts, and more.  It really 

does take a village to raise a child, and I’m honored to be 

part of such a caring community here at First Church 

United, sincerely.  Since a picture is worth a thousand 

words, here’s a few to show you what we have been 

doing.   

  Thanks, as always, for your support!-  Jason Thrasher  

      

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Workers 

November 1 

All Saints Day/Daylight Savings Ends 

Communion/Chime Choir
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Lisa Murphy, Bob Dewar, Hannah Miller,  

Jan McCrabb, Jeanine Williams, Mark Johnson 

USHERS: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: Open 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Open 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Joseph Delgado 

 

 

 

November 8 

Chancel Choir 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Evelyn Evans & Betty Burton 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Katie Thrasher 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Alice Thrasher 

 

November 15  

Communion/Chancel Choir
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Lisa Murphy, Bob Dewar, Hannah Miller,  

Jan McCrabb, Jeanine Williams, Mark Johnson 

USHERS: Open 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Open 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 

 

November 22 

Chime Choir 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Open 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Open 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 

 

November 29 

Worship Team 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Open 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Open 

 

Communion Preparer’s for November will be  

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

Birthdays in  

November 

1
st
 Shania Minor 

1
st
 Chloe Gardenier 

6
th

 Marilyn Ruesgsegger 

6
th

 Angie Brooke 

6
th

 Cindy Hambright 

11
th
 Dona Petsel 

12
th
 Holly Jacobs 

16
th
 Emily Reed 

16
th
 Conner Skubal 

19
th
 Brenda Wright 

21
st
 Eloise Wright 

22
nd

 Scott Brooke 

24
th
 Leon Larson 

29
th
 Ken Wright 

 

 

 

Anniversaries in November 
27

th
 Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 


