
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I spent 48 hours at Christian Conference 

Center attending the annual Minister’s Institute.  

The highlights of those two days were hearing 

Rick Lowery, a bible scholar, lecture on 

Genesis, hearing about Week of Compassion 

projects and partnerships first hand from the 

director, hearing of a wonderful class offered 

through Philips Seminary called Borderlinks, 

visiting with colleagues, eating good food 

without having to prepare or clean up, a free 15 

minute massage, staying in one of the newly 

built cabins, touring the progress of the new 

gymnasium/conference center/chapel, great 

worship music with Ben Alloway leading, 

participating in a drum circle, walking in the 

woods, sighting deer and giant woodpeckers, 

and then closing worship with Rick preaching a 

dynamic sermon worth the price of the entire 

institute. 

 My fellow introverts will know how this 

overloaded my brain and exhausted my energy 

while simultaneously re-energizing me.  I look 

forward to downloading in more detail through 

sermons and implementing new ideas.  I’m 

especially excited to have heard Rick’s take on 

the creation stories right before venturing out 

with Jason to attend Organic Ministry: 

Cultivating Soil and Soul next week. 

 Luckily last night was Wednesday and I 

was able to eat with the choir and still not have 

to cook or clean up.  The church was alive with 

the sight and sounds of children here for WOW 

kids.  It’s great to be able to walk in and think 

“Wow! Kids!” again.  It’s great to have a 

confirmation class with youth and adults 

participating.  It’s great to have adult Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

school class, small and mighty.  It’s great to 

have a large community youth group and a large 

base of committed leaders and parents.  It’s great 

to be a pastor of a church that is ALIVE with the 

Holy Spirit.  What a great solution to cabin 

fever--adventuring together with our God!     

 If you haven’t been here for a while, 

please come and reconnect.  If you have a 

passion or interest that isn’t currently being 

expressed, I’d love to visit about addressing that.  

If you’re curious about any of our activities, 

groups, programs, or ministries, come join us, 

they are not closed or limited. 

 

We are, together in His service, 

  Pastor Marian 
 

 

 

LECTIONARY 
 

Feb. 1 – Deut. 18:15-20; Ps. 111; Cor. 8:1-13; 

Mark 1:21-28 

Feb. 8- Isa. 40:21-31; Ps. 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Cor. 9:16-23; 

Mark 1:29-39 

Feb. 15 – 2 Kings 2:1-12; Ps. 50:1-6; Cor. 4:3-6; 

Mark 9:2-9 

Feb. 22- Gen.9:8-17; Ps.25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 

Mark 1:9-15 

 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

January 2015 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

January 4 $6,385.00 34 

January 11 $2,378.00 60 

January 18 $1,083.00 52 

January 25 $792.00  52 

   
 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

February 2015   



 

 

 

Music Notes 

Feel the love.  Feel the warmth.  Feel the warmth of 

love! 
 

Some of our musical selections for February include 

topics of winter and of love (the Father's love for us).  

Let your heart and souls be warmed by this thought, 

especially as we are growing weary of winter's cold!  

Music can warm the soul. 

 

Sun., Feb. 1:  ANCHORS OF PRIASE 

Wed., Feb. 4:  Chime Choir - 6:50 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., Feb. 8:  WORSHIP TEAM, CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., Feb. 11:  (same as Feb. 4) 

Sun., Feb. 15:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Feb. 18 (Ash Wednesday):  (same as Feb. 4) 

Sun., Feb. 22 (First Sunday of Lent):   

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Feb. 25:  (same as Feb. 4) 

 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 Pastor Marian will be offering an ecumenical 

Lenten bible study.  There will be an introduction and 

informational meeting on Feb. 16 at 2 pm and 6:30 pm at 

First Church United.  Bring a friend.  Everyone is 

welcome.  The study will be using the book “Kneeling 

With Giants” by Gary Hansen.    

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 

 
 
ROAD TRIP  

The February visit to Oaknoll will be on 

Thursday the 12
th

 .   Meet at the church at 11:00 to 

carpool.  We will share lunch, a short bible study, and 

lots of fellowship. 
 

 

 Christian Education Director’s Report 
Hello from the Christian Education Department! 

 The Lord continues to bless our church, it 

seems!  I am thankful for how the congregation supports 

our youth ministry programming.  I know it's not always 

easy to arrange for bringing our children to church, and 

it takes considerable adult effort to do so.  I appreciate 

how involved the children are becoming, and how many 

are attending with regularity!  Our children are becoming 

educated about Christianity, learning about how to be 

good Christians, and enjoying being a part of our 

congregation.   

 The January WOW was a success.  We played 

a game called 'Sheep and Goats', and had a church-wide 

scavenger hunt.  The game helped us to understand 

Matthew 25: 31-46, and how to apply it to our daily 

lives.  And, the scavenger hunt helped us to build 

familiarity with the physical building of the church, and 

how it functions to help the community.  A good time 

was had by all- ask the kids about it!  Special thanks to 

Erika & Joe Lehman, Gina Skubal, and Lisa Murphy 

who helped provide for the dinner that night. 

 Looking forward to February, the children will 

be in the sanctuary this upcoming Sunday, February 1, to 

experience the exciting, music-filled worship of Anchors 

of Praise.  Then, on the 8th and 15th the Thrashers will 

be on vacation, so Jo Noble has kindly volunteered to 

operate the Sunday School program.  And, WOW will 

again be on the last Wednesday of the month.  I have 

faith that even more children will attend, and be able to 

experience the word of God, and great joy found within 

our loving congregation.   

 Thanks again for your support. 

 

Yours in Christ, Jason Thrasher         
 

 
Mark Your Calendar! 

First Church United will be hosting World 

Day of Prayer March 6
th

 at 2:00 p.m.  Pastor Marian 

will need some women volunteers.   

 

Tickle Your Ribs 
Attendance for the January Tickle Your Ribs Night 
was lighter than expected with roughly 100 rib 
dinners served. I have not balanced the books yet, 
but we were able to give checks totaling $500 to 
the West Liberty Ministerial Help Fund. 
 



Our new kitchen was put to the test for the course 
of this fund raiser and I must say it was up to the 
task and performed quite well. At times it looked 
like we could have used a traffic cop to help with 
the flow of scurrying people in the kitchen. What a 
sight the kitchen was filled with workers completing 
multiple tasks at the work station throughout the 
kitchen without a concern about getting in someone 
else's way.  I stepped outside the kitchen for a 
moment just to take in the view of the controlled 
chaos and must say I was surprised at how well 
organized it looked from outside the kitchen.  
 
We served our last guests at 7:15 before setting to 
the task of cleaning up. Again the investment we 
put into our new kitchen paid huge dividends. I 
believe we were finished with clean up and  
everyone made it home by 8:30. 
 
It never ceases to amaze me how we are able to 
pull off projects such as this fund raiser with very 
few hitches. This year we were not only staffed 
with the usual  group of our diehard volunteers 
there were many new faces from our congregation 
as well as a hand full of workers from other area 
churches. Now that deserves a YAY GOD!   
 
I can't thank our army of helpers enough for their 
contribution to making this year's first Tickle Your 
Ribs Night a success. One down and two to go! 
 
In service, Arnie Hart 
. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

February 25th 5:00-6:20p.m.   

Dinner at 6:00 
 

 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

January 5, 2015 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Co-Chair Tom Probst.  In attendance were:   

Syd Harned, Karen Nortman, Ken Noble, Joe Myers, 

Ken Ruegsegger, Pastor Marian Hart, Treasurer Keith 

Barnhart and Clerk of session Katie Thrasher. Those not 

in attendance were: Darren Brooke, Jan McCrabb, Bill 

Koellner, Margaret Barnhart. 

 

Devotion – Pastor Marian asked “What is one thing you 

want to get rid of and one thing you want to acquire in 

2015?” 

Open in Prayer 

Approval of Docket: move to approve docket as 

amended 1st Syd H. 2nd Ken N.  unanimously approved 

by the Board.   

Approval of Dec. Minutes: move to approve minutes 

1st Ken N.  2nd Ken R. unanimously approved by the 

Board. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report.  December 

was a positive giving month with $22,000 received.   

Paid for line #704 & 705 (future Maintenance of the 

church and manse).  All bills are paid.  More money 

came in for the kitchen fund so the Board checking will 

be reimbursed for the money used from that line to cover 

expenses last year.   

Rich Hambright’s bill for painting the Sanctuary was 

$600.00 and the bill from Fred’s Feed for the paint used 

was $49.27.  Syd H. wonders if it should be taken out of 

the Watters Estate Fund.  Motion to approve Sanctuary 

painting bills are paid from the Watter’s Estate Fund 1
st
 

Syd H., 2
nd

 Karen N. unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

Move to approve Treasurer’s report 1
st
 Syd H., 2

nd
 Joe 

M.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

   

 Starting of December balance   $7.84 

 Receipts                                $24,764.52 

 Subtotal                                $24,772.36 

 Disbursements                         $17,263.32 

 Ending Balance                       $7,509.04 

    Board checking balance $6,914.04 

 

Keith’s Annual Housekeeping items.   

1. Select person to be second name on Checking 

and Money Market Accounts at WLSB (normally 

Chairman or Vice Chairman).  Currently Bill K.  

2. Send list of Board Members who will access to 

Lock Box (#119) to WLSB.  Current listed are: 

Mary Larson, Joe Myers, Butch Nortman, Vince 

Ottoway, Rob Miller, Keith Barnhart.  Two 

people are required to be present to enter lock 

box.   

3. Recommend Annual Inventory of Lock Box.   

4. Request motion to let Treasurer transfer funds 

between Checking and Money Market accounts 

as needed to keep positive balance in checking 



account.  Move to approve 1st Ken H., 2nd  Syd 

H unanimously approved by the Board.   

5. Request Motion to authorize payment of routine 

and budgeted bills at discretion of Treasurer.  

Motion to approve request 1st Joe M., 2nd Ken 

N. unanimously approved by the Board.   

6. Request the Board select two people to audit 

Treasurer’s Books.  Suggest Joe Myers 

(professional accountant) and one Official Board 

Member.  Motion for Marty Brown of West 

Liberty to look at books 1
st
 Joe M, 2

nd
 Ken R. 1 

opposed.  Motion that pending price approval 

from Board Marty Brown look at the books 1
st
 

Syd H, 2
nd

 Ken N. unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

7. Request Motion to designate Dollar Amount of 

Pastor’s Salary as Housing Allowance.  

(recommended by both denominations for tax 

purposes) Has been $2000.00.  Motion to 

approve 1st Ken R., 2nd Ken N.  unanimously 

approved by the Board. 

8. Board needs to vote on Presbyterian “Shared 

Mission Support - Percentage Formula” motion 

to approve formula stated by Keith 1st Ken N., 

2nd Syd H. unanimously approved by the Board. 

 

Keith also notes - please use “Payment Request or Bill 

submitted” sheet located in Treasurer’s box in the office 

when asking for payment from Treasurer.   

 

PASTOR’S REPORT   DEC. 4, 2014-JAN. 5, 2015 

Office hours kept  

Prepare for and lead worship Dec. 7, 14, 21, 24, 28, Jan. 

4 

Prepare for and lead adult Sunday school 

Plan and shop for Welcome Table and CYG meals 

Kids program rehearsal Dec. 6 

Welcome table prep, serve, clean up Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 

Jan. 3-we’ve served 50 ‘in house’ meals, with 8     carry 

outs from here, plus 23 volunteers’ meals, and sent 143 

to ELC so far.  I am now ordering food from the River 

Bend Food Bank which saves considerably on the cost.  I 

have also helped Mary Pat start using the Food Bank for 

the pantry. 

Women in Ministry lunch and bible study Dec. 9 

Kids W.O.W. Dec. 10 

Wednesday choir meals and ‘sit-ins’ 

Oaknoll Road trip lunch and bible study 

 Helped sort and Pack for Christmas food box 

distributions from VAC Dec. 17 

Sorted and displayed clothing and hygiene items for 

Christmas distribution Dec. 18 

Cluster meeting Dec. 18 

Helped with distribution of Christmas boxes, etc. Dec. 

19 

Cards at Heath Dec. 17 

Advent Bible study at Methodist church Dec. 17-this 

may continue as an ecumenical bible study through the 

winter months, Jan Fulwider and I will visit on sharing 

leadership, etc. 

Worship team meeting Dec. 30 

Activities in the community-Rotary meetings, Cocoa and 

Carols, Meals on Wheels, TTT 

Pastoral visits-13 

Mileage 135-turned in and paid 

 

Jason has committed to going to the Soil and Soul 

classes with me so I have registered us.  Our first day 

will be Feb. 2. Jason, Ken R. and Margaret are also 

planning to go to the Leader’s Retreat at Camp 

Wyoming on Jan. 9-10.  I have registered to attend 

Ministers’ Institute at CCC on Jan. 26-28 for 2 days of 

cont. ed. There is a music group called Anchors of Praise 

coming to lead worship on Feb. 1.  And I’ve registered 

for Hastings School for Pastors the week of June 7 for 5 

days of cont. ed. 
 

Ongoing business -  

         -Painting the Sanctuary – Painting is done.  Took 2 

days with 2 to 3 people painting at a time.   

        -Welcome Table- invited Board to participate 

        - Old Carpet to Thrashers- Move for Thrashers to 

use it 1
st
 Karen N., 2

nd
 Ken N.  unanimously approved by 

the Board.   

        -Arnie’s Trailer to park in driveway by Food Pantry 

during the months of RibFest 1
st
 Syd H., 2

nd
 Ken N. 

unanimously approved by the Board.   

       -Mural – new mural in Sunday School wing is 

complete!  Take a look! 

 

Tom P. could not hand over the Board Chair 

responsibilities at this time due to low attendance of 

2015 Board members.  Board Chair will be voted on at 

next Board meeting.   

 

New Business -  

        -Request from Arnie Hart –  

Bob Dewar and I would like to put on 3 fund raisers for 

the West Liberty Ministerial Association on the 3rd 

Thursday in January, February, and March 

 

We would like to request the use of the kitchen; 



 

1.       The evenings of January 14th, February 18th , and 

March 18th from 4:00 to 7:00 PM for rib preparation 

2.       All day on January 15th, February 19th , and 

March 19th  to cook and serve rib dinners 

3.       If need be we will finish clean up on Friday 

mornings following the dinners 
 

We would like to request the use of the fellowship hall 

on the evenings of January 15th, February 19th , and 

March 19th  to serve rib dinners 

 

Thank you  

             Arnie Hart   

 Motion to approve request 1
st
 Ken N. 2

nd
 Ken 

R.  unanimously approved.  Pastor Marian notes that we 

still need people to sign up to help.   

 

 -Elder on Call for February- Pastor Marian will 

ask someone.   

 - Request for time off (unpaid) for Katie and 

Jason Thrasher Feb. 8-Feb. 19.  Motion to approve 

request 1
st
 Ken N., 2

nd
 Ken R., unanimously approved by 

the Board.   

 -Painting of kitchen hallway, old kitchen, 

fellowship hall, entryway, Narthex hall and handicapped 

restroom.  Karen N. and Joe M. volunteered to work 

together with Butch N. to complete the painting.   

 

Ministry Reports - accepted.   

CHRISTIAN ED. REPORT:   

Hello from the Christian Education Department. 

We are blessed to have a New Year, and a new season of 

Christian Education ahead of us.  In Sunday school, we 

will continue to learn about Jesus, and how his teachings 

can be used in our lives to help us be better Christians.  I 

have found that following the lessons of the main 

Worship Service, and scaling the themes to be better 

understood by the children is very effective.  We always 

make sure to do something active and fun during our 

time together as well, so the children enjoy themselves 

and look forward to returning! 

 

I am blessed, as well, by the wonderful opportunities 

available for my own further education as a Christian, 

and an upcoming Leader in our Church. Pastor Marian 

and I will be traveling to Camp Wyoming next weekend, 

January 9th-10th, to participate in a Presbyterian 

Leadership Retreat.  Additionally, we will participate in 

the Cultivating Soil & Soul workshops on a monthly 

basis, beginning in February, through next January.  

And, I will attend the Ignite You youth leadership 

conference in Des Moines on March 13th & 14th.  I have 

faith that each of these will bear good fruit that I can 

bring home to our Church, to help nurture our young 

Christians. 

Sincere thanks for your ongoing support. 

Jason Thrasher 

Congregational Life Committee: 

Joe M. (Congregational Life Treasurer) reported on how 

the committee dispersed funds from the proceeds of the 

2014 Fair Stand.  The information is listed in the Annual 

Report.  He stated that the committee decided together 

where the money should go.   

 
Move to adjourn 1

st
 Ken N. 2

nd
 Syd H. unanimously 

approved by the Board.  

Prayer concerns shared 

Closing Prayer 

Meeting ended at 8:00p.m. 

Next meeting is asked to be on Thursday, February 5
th

 at 

6:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Workers 

February 1 

Communion/Anchors of Praise Worship Leaders
 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Leon Larson & Dean Phelps 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Blaine Kelly, Syd Harned, Butch Nortman, 

Karen Nortman, Kelly Larson, Matt Kelly 

USHER: Keith Barnhart 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  

Evelyn Evans & Betty Burton 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Katlyn Skubal 
 

February 8 

Worship Team/Chime Choir 

USHER: Joe Lehman 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  

The Skubal Family 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooks 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

February 15 

Communion/Chancel Choir 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Leon Larson & Dean Phelps 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Blaine Kelly, Syd Harned, Butch Nortman, 

Karen Nortman, Kelly Larson, Matt Kelly 

USHER: Wayne Noring 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  

Keith & Margaret Barnhart 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Carolyn Probst 
 

February 22 

Chancel Choir 

USHER: Louise McCoy 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Norma Brooks & Bud Barber 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Preparer’s for February are 

Evelyn Evans, Wayne Noring and  

Margaret Barnhart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 
1 Howard Bjork 

4 Jeni Laughlin 

9 Lindsey Laughlin 

12 Marjory Melick 

12 Melissa Barnhart 

13 Randy Henderson 

13 Tana Deahr 

14 Joe Myers 

17 Jessica Kober 

19 Pat Gingerich 

20 Chance Thrasher 

21 Barb Bothell 

23 Joe Lehman 

25 Norma Brooks 

25 Doug Phelps 

25 BJ Newcomb 

27 Tom Lehman 

27 Jacob Henderson 

28 Jessica Brown 

 

 

 
 

 Happy Anniversary! 

14 Roger & Dee Johnson

 

 

 

 


