
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 In preparing for Fat Sunday worship, I delighted 

to see the back page of our bulletin full of the Life of our 

Church.  There are opportunities for fellowship, service, 

education, worship, outreach, planning, and fundraising 

available for ages 3-103.  This is exciting for a pastor 

who believes that faith without works is dead. 

 On the other hand, I noticed a loaf of bread 

sitting on my kitchen counter at home this morning.  The 

date on it is Feb. 14.  Today is Feb. 26.  I didn’t throw it 

away because there was no obvious evidence of mold 

yet.  That is typical.  Most bread I buy ends up getting 

composted instead of eaten.  The phrase ‘bread of life’ 

ran through my head as I was noticing the expiration of 

my bread.  I thought to myself that this was a good 

reminder of how, in my busyness of doing God’s work, I 

might neglect to spend time alone with God. 

 The Lenten season is approaching.  It is a time 

that reminds and encourages us to practice some 

discipline from now until Easter that helps us remember 

to spend that time with God that will nourish us.  This is 

something precious that we should not neglect or throw 

away.  Thankfully, there is no deadline or expiration for 

receiving God’s love.  May you all reflect on how time 

spent in the Presence of the Bread of Life will renew, 

replenish, revive, transform, and resurrect you.  Give it a 

nibble or have a feast.  As scripture tells us, ‘taste and 

see that the Lord is good.’ 

 Meet me at the table, 

 Pastor Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LECTIONARY 
 

March 2 – Exodus 24:12-18; Ps. 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; 

Matt. 17:1-9 

March 9 – Gen. 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Ps. 32; Rom. 5:12-19; 

Matt. 4:1-11 

March 16 – Gen. 12:1-4a; Ps. 121; Rom. 4:1-5, 13-17; 

John 3:1-17 

March 23 – Exod. 17:1-7; Ps. 95; Rom. 5:1-11;  

John 4:5-42 

March 30 – 1 Sam. 16:1-13; Ps. 23; Eph. 5:8-14; 

 John 9:1-41 

 

Christian Education 

 February’s Kids W.O.W. had the children getting 

into the spirit of spring and taking care of God’s earth.  

Pastor Marian read from the 1
st
 Chapter of Genesis to 

teach how and why God wants us to act responsibly and 

loving to our earth.   After a delicious meal provided by 

Jan Koellner, Margaret Barnhart and dessert from Louise 

McCoy, Arnie Hart taught the kids how to plant 

vegetable and flower seeds in newspaper cups that can 

later be planted outside.   

 Kids W.O.W. in March will be on the 26
th

 at 

4:30p.m.  

CHURCH RECORD 

February 2014 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

February 2 $2678.00 61 

February 9 $3425.00 64 

February 16 $865.00 39 

February 23 $2485.00 71 
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Music Notes 

It's March.  A lion or a lamb?  Well, considering that 
there are four Sundays of Lent in March, a lamb 
seems more appropriate.  The Chancel Choir's first 
offering is "Sheep May Safely Graze" - how 
appropriate is that?!  And the Chime Choir's "Ah, Holy 
Jesus," our lamb of God, continues to remind us of our 
focus at this time.  It's always fascinating to see what 
the Worship Team comes up with for every season of 
the church calendar.  And the organists and pianists 
never fail to find just the right music for each 
occasion.  What would we do without music? 
 

Sun., March 2:  SPECIAL MUSIC 
Wed., March 5:  Ash Wed. service at 7:00 

 (no Chime Choir) 
Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., March 9 (First Sunday of Lent):   
CHANCEL CHOIR 

Wed., March 12:  Chime Choir - 6:50 to 7:30 
Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., March 16:  CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., March 19:  (same as March 12) 
Sun., March 23:  WORSHIP TEAM 

Wed., March 26:  (same as March 12) 
Sun., March 30:  CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 

Thank you 
Thank you to all who participated in the 

Valentine party on Saturday evening, Feb. 15, either in 

the planning and execution or attending.  Brenda Miller 

and Jodi Kelly had the fellowship hall transformed into a 

beautiful Valentine space. Marilyn Ruegsegger’s table 

favors added a special personal homemade touch.   In 

spite of the weather we had a good attendance and 

enjoyed a meal catered by Jeff’s Market, a musical trivia 

game and Rev. Al Zimmerman’s great piano music. 

Congregational Life Committee 

 

CYG News 
The West Liberty Community Youth Group continues to 

study The Bible series by watching videos and having 

some pretty deep discussions about the BIG story of 

God.   This last month we have been focusing on Jesus' 

life and teachings.   We are studying him closely during 

Passion Week.   This has brought on some truly great 

conversations! 
  

We have been LOVING the new kitchen at First Church 

United!   The kids actually enjoy doing dishes now!   

THANK YOU First Church United for not only opening 

your Sanctuary doors to CYG each Sunday night, but 

also your new kitchen! 
 

The first Sunday in February we held our annual Super 

Bowl Party!   The high schools youth gathered at the 

Heckman's for the game.   We had LOTS of food. 

We had a sucker eating contest at half time and also a 

ping pong tournament. We gave away prizes at the end 

of each quarter.   We had a great turnout! The Jr High 

boys also watched the game with their Cube at the 

Anderson's home.   The Jr High girls opted to not watch 

the game, but planned a different activity. 
 

The last Sunday in February we will host a very 

important Parents Meeting. We will be discussing 

upcoming fundraising opportunities for CYG.   These 

include our annual Pancake Breakfast which will be held 

at First Church United on Saturday, March 29th from 7-

11am.    Our menu will include Pancakes, Sausage 

Links, Biscuits & Gravy, Scrambled Eggs, Milk, Juice 

and Coffee.   Please plan to join us.   We will not charge 

but instead will accept donations towards CYG.    
 

Our other MAJOR fundraising opportunity will be the 

Rotary/CYG Gala coming up on May 10th at the WL 

Community Center!    Hopefully you will all be able 

to support CYG by purchasing raffle tickets and/or 

tickets to the Gala event itself.   Raffle tickets cost 

$25/each or you can purchase 5 tickets for $100 plus get 

a FREE ticket to the Gala (a $20 value).  We will be 

selling these tickets each Sunday after church.    This is a 

HUGE opportunity for CYG and we hope everyone will 

support this event!   I'm sure you will be hearing more 

about this opportunity from the pulpit during the month 

of March! 
 

We are working not only on fundraising, but also 

planning our summer mission trip to Denver, CO.   This 

year we will have 34 young people and 8 adults. The trip 

is July 27 - August 2.   More information coming next 

month! 

Jodi Kelly 



 

ROAD TRIP  
March visit to Oaknoll will be on Thursday the 

13
th

 .   Meet at the church at 11:00 to carpool.  We will 

share lunch, a short bible study, and lots of fellowship. 
 

 

Kitchen Update 
For over a month the kitchen has been well used by 

CYG and the Saturday Welcome Table.  All 
appliances are working well and those using the 

kitchen are very happy with the new equipment.  
Final bills have been received and most pledges have 
been fulfilled.  A driveway from the parking lot to the 

delivery door, and a patio where the old patio is now 
broken due to the freeze/thaw cycles remains to be 

completed.  Bids are requested and should be received 
prior to spring, and final construction.  The church 

Board is pleased with the contractors who constructed 
the new kitchen.  The Board also wishes to 

acknowledge the many church members who helped 
during the construction.  We want to particularly 
acknowledge Karen and Butch Nortman for painting, 

staining and varnishing of the walls and oak trim and 
seat in the kitchen.  Thanks to Dave Baker for his 

days spent at the church to receive equipment as it 
arrived, assembling shelves, cleaning, and sorting 

through the old kitchen; the interior committee for 
researching and making decisions on cabinets, 
flooring, etc; the overall chairs Koellners and Larsons, 

especially Bill dealing with contractors almost daily; 
the pledgers and second mile givers and Jodi Kelly for 

keeping track of said pledges; and all those who 
enthusiastically use the new kitchen. 

As were the wishes of the Board, nothing was to be 
built or purchased unless funds were available and 
that has been the case.  Construction of the concrete 

will not be done until funds are available. 
A construction project is far from easy to accomplish 

when working through a large committee but it is 
finished and it is a blessing that we plan to use 

joyfully in service to others and for the glory of our 
Lord. 
 

From the Boardroom: (Bill Koellner, co-chair) 
A Board retreat was held Sunday, February 22 with 
all but two members present.  We examined the 

things we Love about FCU, and what are the needs 
of FCU.  The Board promises to have open 
communications with the Congregation during the 

year as we examine the issues of our community and 

how the church can help minister not only to FCU 
members, but also Church Outreach.  Recently, the 

water line froze from Maxson Ave into the church 
furnace room.  Tom Probst, Blaine Kelly and I 

followed up on the frozen pipe.  The city could not 
find the water shut off, and we would have to wait 

until warm weather to find the valve.  Blaine Kelly, 
trustee, contacted a company who connected the new 
water line in the new kitchen to the old water line in 

the furnace room.  This resolved the issue and the city 
was contacted to remove the old meter in the furnace 

room. 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN PARTNERSHIP 

 The Board of First Church United has approved a 

partnership with the existing community garden project 

currently undertaken by Rotary and FFA.  On March 23 

at 3 pm Scott Koepke of Soilmates will meet with us to 

design and plan our garden space.  If you are interested 

in helping with the church’s designated garden or if you 

have a portion of your own garden you’d like to enhance 

and/or dedicate to the community, please attend.  The 

greater portion of food raised in the past has gone to 

Simpson home.  We wish to expand to sharing with the 

food pantry and any families in need.  Scott will help us 

with this first step as well as set up a long range vision. 
 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER 

 Hundreds of thousands of meals were sent last 

year to the Philippines and El Salvador from our Iowa 

Kids Against Hunger warehouse.  CYG will be 

packaging on March 16.  Donations are needed so we 

can order the bulk food supply.  If you can help with this 

ministry, checks may be made out to FCU with KAH in 

the memo.  Thank you for your support. 
 

WELCOME TABLE 

 Some remarks overheard around the table during 

Welcome Table: 

 This is special to me, especially while I’m 

grieving. 

 I don’t know what I’d do on a Saturday but sit at 

home if it weren’t for this. 

 We sure will miss this. 

 Boy, _______ is so hungry for company she 

doesn’t even eat her food. 

 You’re my guinea pigs again for this casserole 

that I invented. 

 Everything is delicious. 

 How many cookies, brownies, pieces of cake 

have you had? 



 Jokes, teasing, good natured sports competition, 

mild gossip (small town for keeping in touch), laughter, 

tears. 

 Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

 You’re welcome. 

       

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 Adult Sunday School will participate in a Lenten 

study together beginning March 9.  We meet at 9 am on 

Sunday mornings.  Everyone is welcome.  See Pastor 

Marian for copies of daily readings and discussion 

questions. 

 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

February 23, 2014 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Co-Chair Bill Koellner.  

In attendance were:  Syd Harned, Karen Nortman, Tom 

Brooke, Jan McCrabb, Margaret Barnhart, Ken Noble, 

Pastor Marian Hart, and Treasurer Keith Barnhart. Those 

not in attendance were: Tom Probst and Darren Brooke.   

Approval of Docket: move to approve docket 1st Tom 

B. 2nd Karen N.  unanimously approved by Board.   

Approval of Minutes: move to approve minutes 1st 

Tom B.  2nd Syd H. unanimously approved by Board. 

Correspondence: Bill K. reported that Camp 

Courageous sent a thank you letter for recent donation, 

CCC also sent a thank you for the Congregational Life 

donation recently made.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Keith Barnhart gave the 

Treasurer’s report.  Since January church is short about 

$5000 to pay all bills in Feb.  Keith will need to take 

from General Savings in Feb. Move to accept 

Treasurer’s report 1st Ken N. 2nd Jan M., unanimously 

approved by the Board.   
 

 Starting of January balance        $ 486.79 

 Receipts                                      $ 13,119.08 

 Subtotal                               $ 13,605.87 

 Disbursements                            $ 13,283.99 

 Ending Balance                          $ 321.88 

  Board checking balance $ 288.88 

Old Business: 

Kitchen Project - Bill K. gave financial update on 

kitchen project.  Report is available upon receipt.   

        Water problem - Week of Feb. 11th the water pipes 

froze in the old water main but not in the new kitchen 

area.  City has agreed to switch from 2 meters to just 1 in 

new kitchen area.  RMB/Blaine Kelly sent two of his 

men to run a line from the new kitchen to tie into the old 

water lines so we can have water.  Move to pay RMB 

bill 50/50 from New Kitchen fund and Watters’ estate 

fund. 1st Tom B., 2nd Ken N.  unanimously approved by 

the Board.   

        Kitchen arrangement of equipment - move to let 

kitchen be utilized for a few more months then see how 

arrangement of equipment is working or if some of the 

equipment needs to be moved around.  1st Tom B., 2nd 

Ken N.  unanimously approved by the Board.   

        Disposals - discussion on why disposals were not 

placed in kitchen.   

        Coat Hooks - have been installed outside new 

kitchen.  

        Thank You to all committees who made the kitchen 

a success! 

Grounds/Building Use Committee- Ken N., Tom B., 

and Margaret B. were appointed to revamp the grounds 

and buildings use policies. 

 Bill K. would like to ensure communications is 

improved between Board, its members, and the 

congregation this year.   

 Bill K. stressed the no voting by email to 

Board.  Board needs to meet in person for any voting.   

 Smoker - Insurance agency has said smoker is 

fine to be in kitchen.  Tom P. and Ken N. are planning 

on talking with Arnie H. Motion to approve the use of 

the smoker within the kitchen boundaries as has been 

approved by Lee Insurance Agency 1st Ken N., 2nd Tom 

B., unanimously approved by the Board.   

Elder on Call - March - Tom B., April - Bill K. 

Pastor’s Report - move to approve 1st Bill K., 2nd Ken 

N. unanimously approved by the Board. Report available 

upon request.   

New Business: 

        Marian has decided not to order the sequel of 

Unbinding the Gospel for the Board to use due to high 

cost of books.  She will look into other resources. 

        Ken R. has said he would like to be the one to break 

up the old concrete outside by new kitchen and also to 

take down the tree in the old playground area previously 

approved by Beth Jensen and Board to remove.   

        Garden Meeting - At last Saturday’s meeting two 

areas were suggested for use for the community garden 

ministry 1) by bell tower 2) by shed on east side of 

Church.  Scott Koepke will return March 23rd at 3:00 for 

a follow up meeting and further planning.  Motion to 

approve to accept the recommendation of Scott Koepke 

as to where the garden should go 1st Ken N., 2nd Jan M. 

unanimously approved by the Board.   

Committee Reports:         

        Stewardship - available upon request 

        Christian Ed - available upon request 



        Cong. Life - available upon request.  Thank you to 

Marilyn Ruesgegger for the wonderful decorations and 

preparations made and to Jodi Kelly and Brenda Miller 

for decorating for the Valentine’s Banquet.  The event 

was both beautiful and a success.   

        Endowment - Treasurer still needs to be found.  

Discussion on who to ask followed.  Also, Presbytery 

and Disciples of Christ representatives need to be asked 

to come to visit with Board, Endowment and 

Congregation for clarification on what Endowment is 

and to give information.   
 

Move to adjourn - 1st Ken N., 2nd Tom B., unanimously 

approved by the Board.   

Closing Prayer by Bill K. 

meeting ended at 4:30p.m. 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 6th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Crop Walk March 16th.  Walk begins at 
4:00 at the West Liberty Country Club 

and will end at First Church United.  
Pledge envelopes are now available in 

the Fellowship Hall.   
 

Elder on Call for March  
Tom Brooke 

 

Church Workers 

March 2
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Tom Brooke & Mary Pat Brooke 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1)Blaine Kelly  2) Brenda Miller                            

3) Syd Harned 4) Susie Lehman                        

5) Karen Nortman 6) Butch Nortman 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Not Needed 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Bill & Jan Koellner 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Not needed 

March 9 
USHERS: Matt Kelly & Kyle Miller 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Ryan Noble 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Arnie Hart 
 

March 16
 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Tom Brooke & Mary Pat Brooke 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 

1)Blaine Kelly  2) Brenda Miller                            

3) Syd Harned 4) Susie Lehman                        

5) Karen Nortman 6) Butch Nortman 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Addison Lehman 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Norma Brooks & Bud Barber 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

March 23 

USHERS: Bob & Marcie Dewar 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Alice Thrasher 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Dean Phelps & Blaine Kelly 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

March 30 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Chance Thrasher 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Keith & Margaret Barnhart 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

Communion Preparer’s for March are 

Ken & Jo Noble 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

4
th

 Rich Hambright 

7
th

 Chris Kruse 

9
th

 Jarod Williams 

10
th

 Butch Nortman 

 

  

15
th

 Marvin & Carol Irwin 

21
st
 Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

22
nd

 Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 


