
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I write this having just returned from this year’s 

Minister’s Institute.  The theme was “A Balm in Gilead, 

Soul Repair for Ministers and Congregations.”  Needless 

to say, my head and heart are full from hearing stories of 

deep pain.  The lectures have given me some ideas for 

our approaching Lenten journey together. 

Our keynote speaker concentrated on returning 

combat vets and their moral injury, which goes beyond 

PTSD.  She taught us what this kind of hurt is and then 

gave some guidelines on how to help those who are 

suffering from it.  Others besides vets can be in need of 

‘soul repair.’  It is my observation that the church can be 

the community that heals, but often it is the community 

that causes injury in the first place.  That opinion was 

backed up by one of our evening movies called, “Lord 

Save Us From Your Followers.”  It is a documentary on 

the divisive and often self righteous ‘bumper sticker 

mentality’ overtaking America.  Dan Merchant covered 

himself with ‘Christian’ symbols and bumper stickers 

and traveled around interviewing people about church, 

Jesus, and faith.  It is a powerful call to all of us who 

label ourselves followers of Jesus to examine our 

perspectives and the harm they may cause. 

 My favorite part of the movie was an idea Dan 

got from others on a college campus.  He went to a gay 

pride gathering and set up a confessional booth.  The 

twist was that he did the confessing on behalf of 

Christians who have practiced hate and exclusion against 

gays.  It was very thought provoking watching him learn 

about his own shortcomings as he confessed. 

 My other favorite part was of a group who had a 

beneath- the- bridge ministry.  They gathered with the 

homeless, giving haircuts, sharing meals, and washing 

feet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The bottom line is that Jesus Christ lived a life to 

be our healing ‘balm in Gilead.’  We who claim his 

name should be more careful in our thoughts, words, and 

actions to be Christ-like. The first step might be to be 

daring enough to take that deep, honest look at our 

motives.  Where can we be more healing?  If you can’t 

join us this Sunday, please read and meditate on the 

scriptures and let them lead you to some soul repair 

work, your own or someone else’s.  Is. 40:28-31, 1 Cor. 

9:24-27, and Micah 6:6-8. 

 Be blessed with the strength of the Lord, the 

peace of Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 

 Pastor Marian 
 

 

LECTIONARY 
 

FEB. 2 - Micah :1-8; Ps. 15; 1 Cor. 1:18-31;  

Matt. 5:1-12 

FEB. 9 – Isa. 58:1-9a (9b-12); Ps. 112: 1-9 (10);  

1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16); Matt. 5:13-20 

FEB. 16 – Deut. 30:15-20; Ps. 119:1-8: 1 Cor. 3:1-9; 

Matt. 5:21-37 

FEB. 23 – Lev. 19:1-2, 9-18; Ps. 119:33-40;  

1 Cor. 3:10-11, 16, 23; Matt. 5:38-48 

 

 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

January 2014 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

January 5 $3857.00 37 

January 12 $1256.00 51 

January 19 $535.00 45 

January 26 $682.00 50 

   
 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 
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Music Notes 

Ah, February!  It can identify with several poetic 

sayings.  One that comes to mind is, "It's always darkest 

just before the dawn."  After all, it is typically such a 

calm and quiet month just before the wildly fluctuating 

temperatures & storms that follow.  Therefore, another 

saying, "The calm before the storm" certainly seems to 

fit.  And how about, "Beauty is in the eyes of the 

beholder," reminding us that Valentine's Day is 

celebrated this month, and that can be a beautiful time 

regardless of the weather!  However you perceive 

February, be assured that it WILL be filled with music in 

our worship services. 
 

Sun., Feb. 2:  WORSHIP TEAM 
Wed., Feb. 5:  Chime Choir - 6:50 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., Feb. 9:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Feb. 12:  (same as Feb. 5) 

Sun., Feb. 16:  CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Feb. 19:  (same as Feb. 5) 

Sun., Feb. 23:  CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., Feb. 26:  (same as Feb. 5) 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 

 

Valentine’s Party 

Saturday, February 15
th

 

Doors Open at 6:00 pm 

6:30 Catered Dinner 

Music by Al Zimmerman 

Tickets can be purchased  

at the church office for  

$40 for two or $25 for a single.   
Sign up by February 9

th
! 

 

 

 

 
  

CYG News 
The month of February begins with Home Cubes 

and no CYG on Feb. 2 due to the Super Bowl. 

High schoolers will all meet at Mark and Rhonda 

Heckman’s to watch the game.  Junior High girls will 

have a pizza party.  Junior High boys will do a service 

project on Feb. 8 helping serve for the Welcome Table.  

Regular CYG continues on Feb. 9 and 16 with lessons 

on Jesus’ Passion.  Feb. 23 will be a parent meeting 

informing all of upcoming fundraisers Pancake 

Breakfast, Rotary Gala, and details on the mission trip.  

Special speakers will be Hannah Maske and Pastor 

Marian telling about their trips to Mexico and Brazil.   

 We’d like to do a Kids Against Hunger packing 

on March 16.  Anyone wishing to donate toward 

purchasing the food may do so through First Church 

United with KAH in the memo. 
 

 

 

 

ROAD TRIP  
February visit to Oaknoll will be on Thursday the 

13
th

 .   Meet at the church at 11:00 to carpool.  We will 

share lunch, a short bible study, and lots of fellowship. 

 

Lions Club Blood Drive 

Monday, February 3
rd

 2-7pm 

At First Church United 

 

 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

January 16, 2014 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Chair Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Syd Harned, 

Karen Nortman, Tom Probst, Jan McCrabb, Margaret 

Barnhart, Ken Noble, Pastor Marian Hart, and Treasurer 

Keith Barnhart. Those not in attendance were: Bill K., 

Tom Brooke, Darren Brooke.   

Approval of Docket: move to approve docket 1st Ken 

N. 2nd Tom P.  unanimously approved by Board.   

Approval of Minutes: move to approve as minutes from 

Dec. 2013 meeting, Jan. 5, 2014 meeting and Annual 

meeting on Jan. 12, 2014 1st Ken N.  2nd Tom P. 

unanimously approved by Board. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Keith Barnhart gave the 

Treasurer’s report.  Keith had to borrow $5000 from 

General Savings to pay 2013 year end bills.  Did not 

fund future maintenance of manse or church due to lack 



of funds.   Move to accept Treasurer’s report 1st Jan M. 

2nd Ken N., unanimously approved by the Board.   
 

Starting of December balance  $ (765.67) 

Receipts                           $ 46,835.60 

Subtotal                           $ 46,069.93 

Disbursements                     $ 45,583.14 

Ending Balance                   $ 486.79 

         Board checking balance $ 453.79 
 

Dave B. asks for a motion to approve recommendation 

for Tom P. and Bill K. to be Co-Chairs of Board for 

2014.  1st Jan M., 2nd Ken N.  unanimously approved by 

the Board.  Dave B. handed over Chair to Tom P.  Board 

thanks Dave B. for his time on the Board! 
 

Keith’s Annual Housekeeping items.   

1. Select person to be second name on Checking 

and Money Market Accounts at WLSB (normally 

Chairman or Vice Chairman).  motion for Bill K. 

to be second name on accounts      1st Ken N., 

2nd Jan M.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

Send list of Board members who will have access 

to Lock Box to WLSB.  Tom P. will contact 

people currently on list to see if they are still 

interested in being on the list.  

2. Recommend Annual Inventory of Lock Box.  

Tom P. will see who can do this after #2 is done.  

3. Request motion to let Treasurer transfer funds 

between Checking and Money Market accounts 

as needed to keep positive balance in checking 

account.  Move to approve 1st Syd H., 2nd  

Margaret B. unanimously approved by the Board.   

4. Request Motion to authorize payment of routine 

and budgeted bills at discretion of Treasurer.  

Motion to approve request 1st Karen N., 2nd Syd 

H. unanimously approved by the Board.   

5. Request the Board select two people to audit 

Treasurer’s Books.  Suggest Joe Myers 

(professional accountant) and one Official Board 

Member.  Tabled till Feb. Board meeting. 

6. Request Motion to designate Dollar Amount of 

Pastor’s Salary as Housing Allowance.  

(recommended by both denominations for tax 

purposes) Has been $2000.00.  Motion to 

approve 1st Syd H., 2nd Ken N.  unanimously 

approved by the Board. 

7. Board needs to vote on Presbyterian “Shared 

Mission Support - Percentage Formula” motion 

to approve formula stated by Keith 

(approximately $19.00) 1st Ken N., 2nd Jan M. 

unanimously approved by the Board. 

Keith also notes - please use “Payment Request or Bill 

submitted” sheet located in Treasurer’s box in the office 

when asking for payment from Treasurer.   
 

Chair’s report - Correspondence.  Thank you notes 

from Van Pool that includes $100 

to go towards snow removal on lot, Titus Insurance, 

Camp Wyoming for $2000.00 given 

in 2013, Eulenspiegal Puppet Theatre for involvement in 

Children’s festival last September.   

Opening Prayer given by Pastor Marian.   

Devotion - 1 Corinthians Chapter 12.   

 

Old Business 

-Annual Report - Margaret B. suggested more time be 

given for reports to be read included in the Annual 

Report before they are approved by congregation.  

Suggested one way to do this would be for each 

committee to read or summarize their report at Annual 

meeting before it is approved.   

-Future discussion of old kitchen - Tom P. suggests a 

standing facilities use committee for formed to work on 

possibilities for old kitchen, other building needs, new 

kitchen needs, update building use policies.  Discussion 

followed.  

        Board proposes to take out peninsula/island in old 

kitchen in order to repurpose the room (island would be 

taken to ReStore if possible) with congregational support 

by next Board meeting.  Idea will be posted in bulletin, 

newsletter and will be a MADCAP topic soon for 

congregation to think about.  Motion to approve proposal 

1
st
 Syd H., 2nd Karen N.  unanimously approved by the 

Board. 

-Sanctuary Lights- Inside of lights need to be replaced 

by LED lights.  Last time Tom P. researched this 

possibility Mike Kessler estimated each light would cost 

$600 (there are 4 Sanctuary lights) to modernize.  Board 

suggests the congregation is asked to help with covering 

the costs.  Information will be in newsletter, bulletins 

and on an upcoming MADCAP .  Motion for Tom P. to 

investigate and pursue fundraising from congregational 

sources to modernize inside of Sanctuary lights 1st 

Margaret B., 2nd Ken N. unanimously approved by the 

Board. 

-Smoker- Discussion on use of smoker in the kitchen.  

Bill K., and Tom P. are looking into insurance costs to 

have the smoker onsite or seasonal use.  Ken N. suggests 

a sit down discussion with Arnie H. to help find a 

solution. 

-Speaker from Investments - as discussed at previous 

Board meetings a speaker from the Christian or 

Presbytery investment firms should be invited to come to 



talk to the Board and those from the  congregation that 

are interested to familiarize everyone on the Endowment 

fund. 

-Endowment Treasurer- need to find a Treasurer.  

Need someone familiar with 

investments, spreadsheets and such.  They meet 

quarterly.  Suggestions were given on who could be 

asked.   

        Endowment Request - From Marian - $200 (Fund 

B-Scholarships) To Katie Thrasher for 

Camp Wyoming Wintertainment registration fees for 

Chance and Charlie Thrasher.  1st Ken N., 2nd 

Margaret B., unanimously approved by the Board.   

-New Board Room - Syd H. and any other Board 

member who would like to, will meet with Marian this 

Sunday after worship to look at the next step in 

repurposing rooms and storage spaces.     

New Business 

-Welcome New Board members - brief orientation of 

how Board works.  Board members choose committees 

to represent.   

Nominating Committee- Margaret B. 

Christian Ed. - Jan M. 

Congregational Life - Ken N. 

Generosity/Stewardship Team – Bill K. and Tom B. 

-Standing Facilities Use Committee- tabled till 

February meeting. 

-Upcoming Leaders Retreat Opportunity - 2 

upcoming retreats held at Camp Wyoming.  March 28-

29, June 6-7.  Marian will register for both and 

welcomes leaders to register.  The more that register the 

stronger our leadership potential. 

-Voting Elder for Presbytery - If you would like a vote 

in Presbytery meetings an Elder needs to come forward 

to go with Marian.  The meetings are maybe three times 

a year with the one in February in Iowa City.   

-Set Board Retreat Date - Sunday, February 23rd 

following worship at church.  Lunch will be served and 

Board meeting will follow retreat.   

-Propose outside area where playground used to be is 

used for standing gardens.  Ken R. and/or Tom P. will 

build gardens.  Vegetation from gardens can be used for 

Food Pantry and church functions.  Various people have 

volunteered to help water on a rotation.  There is a water 

source in the area.   

-Margaret B. has made a list of those who used to 

come to church but either don’t come anymore or we 

haven’t seen in a while.  Marian will contact Margaret B. 

to go over names in more detail to see who can be 

contacted.  Board members are encouraged to reach out 

to those mentioned and invite back.  A  Homecoming 

Sunday was mentioned as a possible future event.   

-Memorial Request for approval of hallway mural - 

Design has not be decided upon yet.  Motion to approve 

Carolyn Probst and Marian to continue with project 1st 

Karen N. 2nd Ken N. unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

-Ceiling Tiles - there are some missing tiles in the 

lounge, in front of kitchen, there are some that have 

water damage that need to be replaced.  Board asks 

Trustees to look into replacing tiles.   

-Copier moved to lounge - Katie requests copier be 

moved to lounge.  Katie will call copier company to ask 

if it is possible for us or someone with the church to 

move it and if that effects our contract.  If it doesn’t 

affect contract a motion to approve moving copier 1st 

Ken N.,  2nd Jan M.  unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

 -Clearing House idea - we need a building.  There is a 

possible grant from Upper Midwest Region for new 

mission work.  Marian asks Board to keep eyes and ears 

open for possible buildings to use.   

-Ministry and Program Reports - Motion to receive 

and have on file 1
st
  Ken N., 2

nd
 Jan M. 

        Voluntary Action Committee Report - Report 

available upon request 

        Memorial Committee - Report available upon 

request 

        Personnel Committee - Butch N., Bob D. and Syd 

H. met with Bret A. recently to discuss evaluation and 

when to start cleaning new kitchen, and the possibility of 

Bret training someone for those times when he isn’t able 

to clean.  Personnel Committee will let Bret know when 

the kitchen is ready to be cleaned.   

Motion to adjourn - 1st Syd H., 2nd Ken N. 

unanimously approved by the Board.   

Prayer concerns shared/Closed in prayer 

Next Board Meeting – after Board retreat Feb. 23
rd

. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Crop Walk March 16th.  Walk begins at 

the West Liberty Country Club. 
More information to come. 

 



Church Workers 

 

February 2
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1)Bob Dewar  2) Blaine Kelly                            

3) Mark Johnson 4) Butch Nortman                      

5) Karen Nortman 6) Syd Harned 

USHER: Ken Ruegsegger 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Charlie Thrasher 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Norma Brooks & George Barber 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Thrasher Family 
 

February 9 

USHER: Matt Kelly & Kyle Miller 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Alice Thrasher 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Kelly Family 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Arnie Hart 
 

February 16
 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 

1) Bob Dewar  2) Blaine Kelly                            

3) Mark Johnson 4) Butch Nortman                      

5) Karen Nortman 6) Syd Harned 

USHER: Ken Noble 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Joseph Delgado 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Gary & Joyce Hahn 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Carolyn Probst 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 23 

USHER: Rob Miller 

CANDLE LIGHTER: Perry Lehman 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Evelyn Evans & Betty Burton 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

 

Communion Preparer for February is 

Ken Ruegsegger 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14
th

 Roger & Dee Johnson 

 

 

 

Elder on Call   for February
Jan Koellner 

 

  

1
st
 Howard Bjork 

4
th

 Jeni Laughlin 

9
th

 Lindsey Laughlin 

12
th

 Marjory Melick 

12
th

 Melissa Barnhart 

13
th

 Randy Henderson 

13
th

 Tana Deahr 

14
th

 Joe Myers 

17
th

 Jessica Kober 

19
th

 Pat Gingerich 

20
th

 Chance Thrasher 

21
st
 Barb Bothell 

23
rd

 Joe Lehman 

25
th

 Norma Brooks 

25
th

 Doug Phelps 

25
th

 BJ Newcomb 

27
th

 Tom Lehman 

27
th

 Jacob Henderson 

28
th

 Jessica Brown 

 

 


