
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I’m thinking about the changing seasons today.  

The memorial trees outside my window are starting to 

turn and will soon be blazing with beauty.  Summer 

activities have wound down and folks are returning to 

church on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings.  

School has begun.  Kitchen construction is underway 

after a long wait.  Last Sunday many joys and concerns 

were shared from the seasons of our lives—new births, 

birthdays, anniversaries, chronic illness, death and dying.  

History is threatening to repeat itself in the closing down 

of our government and possible war.  Ecclesiastes 3 tells 

us: for everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven. 

 I get excited in reading chapter 4 of “Unbinding 

the Gospel” and wondering what God has in mind for 

First Church United.  What season are we approaching?  

What signs of change do we see?  What is the Spirit 

whispering in our ears?  Are we listening?  What’s about 

to be birthed?  What’s about to die?  Will we be able to 

celebrate both?     

 I just finished reading a book by Nadia Bolz-

Weber in which she shares that most of her God lessons 

have come during seasons of death and resurrection; and 

it is a messy, dirty business.  I identify with that.  It is 

common to find that a characteristic or preconceived 

notion of mine has to die in order for a resurrection to 

happen in my life.  The Easter season is about both death 

AND resurrection, the one couldn’t have happened 

without the other.  And really, aren’t all of our seasons 

Easter seasons?  We are, after all, Easter people.  Let us 

not take our eyes off that miraculous resurrection 

promise.   

 It’s a funny thing to be thinking of Easter as we 

approach Advent.  Again, it’s all part of God’s complete 

and perfect resurrection story.  Thank you, my fellow 

pilgrims, for helping teach me as we journey together 

through the seasons. 

 Shalom, 

 Pastor Marian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Oct. 6- World Communion 

1 Cor. 12:12-14; 26-27 

Lam. 1:1-6 or Ps. 137 

 

Oct. 13 

Jer. 29:1, 4-7; Ps.66:1-12 

2 Tim. 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

 

Oct. 20 

Jer. 31:27-34; Ps. 119:97-104 

2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

 

Oct. 27- All Saints Sunday 

Joel 2:23-32; Ps. 65 

2 Tim.4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 

 

 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

September 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

September 1 $1792.00 47 

September 8 $694.00 48 

September 15 $1329.00 62 

September 22 $1030.75 63 

September 29 $1462.00 56 

 

 

 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

October 2013   



Music Notes 

 

October is such a fruitful month.  You can reap a 

harvest of many things - the crops, the last of our 
vegetable & flower gardens, the delight of cooler 
weather while still enjoying spectacular sunsets, and 

even some great music!  We have everything from our 
Worship Team to both of our choirs, including flute 

accompaniments.  Through music we will celebrate 
World Wide Communion, pray for peace, and plea 

for mercy.  (Listen to the musical selections to 
understand that.) 

 
Here is our October schedule. 

 

Wed., Oct. 2 - Chime Choir, 6:50 to 7:30 
Chancel Choir, 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., Oct. 6 - WORSHIP TEAM 
Wed., Oct. 9 - (same as Oct. 2) 

Sun., Oct. 13 - CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Oct. 16 - (same as Oct. 2) 

Sun., Oct. 20 - CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., Oct. 23 - (same as Oct. 2) 

Sun., Oct. 27 - WORSHIP TEAM 
Wed., Oct. 30 - (same as Oct. 2) 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

  

Soup Luncheon 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
116 E. Maxson Ave., West Liberty 

 

Sunday, October 27th  
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Serving vegetable, chili, & chicken noodle soups, 
sloppy joes and a variety  

of homemade pies. 
 

Please join us! 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY YOUTH GROUP 
 

CYG is back!!   This year seems to be 

even bigger and even better.   We have 

72 kids registered so far.   We have 

added another "cube" or classroom and 

the church is using every room 

available on Sunday evenings. 

 

This year the lessons will focus on 

The Bible series which aired earlier 

this year on the Discovery Channel.   

Each week we will share a short video 

clip from the series and then our 

discussion will focus on that 

particular story of the Bible. 

 

As you can imagine, feeding the 80+ 

people each week (including youth & 

adults) has become overwhelming!   We 

are anxiously awaiting the new kitchen 

to make this easier!    As always, we 

are always needing volunteers for 

food, dessert, and preparation of 

meals.  Contact Pastor Marian if you 

are willing and/or able to help! 

 

We are already planning next summer's 

mission trip - we will be traveling to 

Denver, Colorado where we will be 

working with Denum Urban Ministries.   

We anticipate having 40-50 youth plus 

adults going on this trip. 

 

CYG is very excited for a wonderful 

fundraising opportunity this Spring. 

We have been asked by the WL Rotary 

Club to partner with them for their 

Rotary Gala.   This Gala will be held 

on May 10th at the WL Community 

Center.   Both Rotary and CYG will be 

selling raffle tickets for the Gala 

later in the year.     

Stay tuned for more information!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



End of September, Kitchen Update 
 

As most everyone now knows, the new kitchen is 

underway!  A lot of visible changes have been made: 

new walls framed, ceiling fixtures removed, new 

window casings installed.  For the next week or two, 

some not so visible changes will be taking place - 

namely, electrical lines run & new panel installed in the 

kitchen's utility area.  We've put down a deposit on 

flooring from local vendor Pine Tree Interiors.  Cabinets 

and countertop have been selected but will take six 

weeks to be delivered.  Project team members have been 

reviewing bids and models of various pieces of 

equipment we'd like to install in the new kitchen (when 

the times comes).   

 

The project leaders promised from the beginning that we 

would not buy items until funds had been raised. While 

the overall cost of the construction has been raised, there 

is not quite enough for ALL of the items that we thought 

we might be able to use.  Last week a few people asked 

the project co-chairs is a "wish list" could be published 

so that people could donate toward a specific item if 

they'd like.  Of course, we will oblige.  The following is 

a list of things we have space for, but not enough funds 

(yet) to purchase: 

 

Ice Maker w/ bin-1,979.00-paid for 

 

Water filter assembly-212.00 

 

Shelf Units & Posts-744.72 

  ($125/unit x 6 units) 

 

Convection Oven Unit-2,650.00 

 

Stove Shoes-616.00 

 

Plate Dispenser Unit-2,024.98 

 

30x60 Work Tables (2) 195.00 ea 

 

Hand Wash Sink-130.00 (Required before Fair) 

 

Approximately $9,000 of the funds already raised are 

currently set aside for some of the other units: 3-bowl 

sink, dishwasher & racks, stainless steel sinks & faucets. 

If you are reading this update and wonder what you can 

do to help, consider 'sponsoring' an item from the wish 

list!  Just contact Jan 

or Bill Koellner, or Mary or Leon Larson, and let them 

know.  Checks are made payable to First Church United 

- mark Kitchen Project on the memo line. 

 

Please continue to pray for progress on this project, and 

maybe, just maybe, we'll be able to bake Christmas 

cookies in our bright, sunny kitchen! 

 

 
   

 

ROAD TRIP  
September visit to Oaknoll will be on Thursday 

the 10
th

.   Meet at the church at 11:00 to carpool.  We 

will share lunch, a short bible study, and lots of 

fellowship. 

 

 

AN EVENING OF LOVE 

Avery Wills, Tenor 

With special guests:  

Nancy Bell, Soprano 

Cynthia Fischer, mezzo Soprano 

Dannye Frerichs, Soprano 
 

Saturday, October 19
th
 7:00 pm 

New Song Episcopal Church  

912 20
th
 Ave, Coralville 

 

A benefit concert with freewill donations for 

New Song’s renovation projects 
 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

September 5, 2013 

                      FIRST CHURCH UNITED OFFICAL 

BOARD MEETING 

September 5, 2013 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

The Official Board meeting was called to order by Chair 

Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Bill Koellner, Tom 

Brooke, Jodi Kelly, Syd Harned, Levi Larson, Karen 

Nortman, Tom Probst, Pastor Marian Hart, and Treasurer 

Keith Barnhart.  

Devotion – Questions discussed regarding first chapter 

of Unbinding the Gospel.   

Approval of Docket : as amended 1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Tom B.  

unanimously approved by Board.   

Approval of Minutes: as amended 1
st
 Jodi K.  2

nd
 Levi 

L. unanimously approved by Board.    



Treasurer’s Report:   
Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report.  Bills 

are paid.  

 

Starting of August balance   $ 1,348.59 

Receipts     $ 10,276.97 

Subtotal     $ 11,625.56 

Disbursements      $ 9,503.83 

Ending Balance    $ 2,121.73 

Board checking balance $2,088.73 

 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report as presented 1
st
 

Bill K., 2
nd

 Syd H.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

Chairs Report:  Dave B. presented Thank you letter 

from 175
th

 W.L. Anniversary committee.  Commented 

that donations from Faith and Family event raised $611 

(plus $605 from cash box donations on day of event) for 

CYG and check was given to Jodi K.  

 Report available upon request. 

Pastor’s Report: Report available upon request, move 

to approve Pastor’s report 1
st
 Syd H. 2

nd 
Jodi K.  

unanimously approved by the Board.   

Old Business: 

Kitchen Report:  

-Bill K. reported that Kitchen Committee 

(Koellner’s and Larson’s) had opportunity for 

construction to begin week of Sept. 2
nd

.  They jumped on 

the opportunity and accepted bids from Kessler Electric, 

Lovell Plumbing, and Morrison Construction.  Details in 

report submitted that is available upon request.   

-Redistribution of items from previous kitchen 

rooms – Jodi K. will begin process. 

-Storage of items presently in new Board room- 

Jodi K. will begin process.  If Jodi K. thinks more room 

in needed for storage Tom B. will arrange for unit to use.   

-Painting of new kitchen – who?  Butch Nortman 

volunteers and will use the Kelly’s paint sprayer.   

-Salvage light bulbs from new kitchen areas that 

are being taken down – Tom P. will take on project of 

salvage and finding other lights throughout church where 

they can be used.   

Elder of the month – Marian would like to thank our 

elders for their effort and emphasize the need we have 

for them.   

 Elder on Call for October – Tom Brooke 

Endowment requests – 

 -Missy Johnson requests $750 for supplies for 

preschool children (fund C – outreach).  Board voted by 

email in August.  Vote was 4 yes, 4 no.  Syd H. will 

contact Missy Johnson to see what needs still need to be 

met and will get back to Marian.   

-Marian Hart requests $120 (fund B) to cover 

registration costs for School for Congregational Learning 

(Sept. 7
th

 in Des Moines). Move to approve 1
st
 Syd H. 

2
nd

 Tom B, unanimously approved.   

-Marian Hart requests $250 (Fund C) for 

Welcome Table start-up costs.  Move to approve 1
st
 Jodi 

K. 2
nd

 Levi L.  unanimously approved. 

- Letha Ottaway requests an Honorarium of $300 

(Fund C) for John Ruess.  Moved to disapprove – 

unanimous.   

Discussion followed on how to keep requests 

within Endowment guidelines for the future. 

Kessler quote for replacing choir lights and church 

ceiling lights – Tom P. reports the cost of converting old 

T12 fluorescent lights to T8 fixtures is $72.50.  To 

completely replace fixtures is $124.00.  Move to replace 

or convert lights in both offices as recommended by 

Kessler then move from Narthex on down hallway to not 

exceed total of $1500.00 from future maintenance of the 

church (line #2103) 1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 Tom P. unanimously 

approved by Board.   

Quote for choir loft lights – Kessler recommends 3 LED 

lights.  Quote is $3500 (3 lights and installation costs).  

Syd is going to contact Bill Laughlin for info on lights 

and where they may be so we can see them before we do 

anything.  Board will table decision and get more 

information.   

Painting lines on parking lot – Butch Nortman 

volunteers.   

‘Baobab’ Ministry – Marian mentioned during Board 

retreat.  A Ministry that helps those who need furniture, 

appliances, and household items.  If there is still an 

interest Marian would like to follow through with it.   

Elder Care/Hospice Workshop – also from Board 

Retreat.  If there is still interest Marian would like to 

follow through with it.  Discussion followed.  Marian 

and Syd will organize a ½ workshop on Hospice for 

some time in October.  A representative from the Legion 

will be invited to speak and possibly a representative 

from C.H.O.R. as well.   

Voting by email policy – is one needed? When a 

situation arises that an emergency vote is needed an 

email will be sent including what is to be voted on with a 

date and time for meeting.  Whoever comes will make 

the quorum.  Moved to approve 1
st
 Tom B., 2

nd
 Bill K.  

unanimously approved.   

New Business: 
Request from Randy Prater for Boy Scouts to use 2 

FCU tables during the Children’s Festival Saturday Sept. 

28
th

.  Motion to approve request 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 Levi L.  

unanimously approved.   



Create wall in old Board room to make 2 rooms out 

of one – Dave B. reports that this would not fit with the 

CYG program – no motion/vote needed.   

Utility room needs to be cleaned and de-junked – 

Levi L. will begin process.   

Fire extinguishers – Katie will contact appropriate 

people to make sure they are up to date.   

Memorial Fund and placks on wall – will look into 

what the policies are.   

Ministry Reports:   

Motion to receive and have on file 1
st
 Syd H., 2

nd
 Bill K.   

 Christian Ed Committee – Report available upon 

request. 

 Trustees – Report available upon request. 

 Pastoral Care Committee – Report available upon 

request. 

Note: vacuum purchased for janitor will be returned and 

another one will be bought.   

Adjournment 

Prayer concerns shared 

Closing prayer 

 

GENEROSITY TEAM 
(The group formerly known as Stewardship Committee) 

 Steward- 1. a person who manages another’s 

property or financial affairs, or who administers anything 

as the agent of another or others 

 Genesis 1:24-30 from the Message: God spoke: 

“Earth, generate life!  Every sort and kind: cattle and 

reptiles and wild animals—all kinds.”  And there it was: 

wild animals of every kind, cattle of all kinds, every sort 

of reptile and bug.  God saw that it was good.  God 

spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make 

them reflecting our nature so they can be responsible for 

the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, and yes, 

Earth itself, and every animal that moves on the face of 

the Earth.”  God created human beings; he created them 

godlike, reflecting God’s nature.  He created them male 

and female.  God blessed them: “Prosper!  Reproduce!  

Fill Earth!  Take charge! Be responsible for fish in the 

sea and birds in the air, for every living thing that moves 

on the face of Earth.”  Then God said, “I’ve given you 

every sort of seed-bearing plant on Earth and every kind 

of fruit-bearing tree, given them to you for food.  To all 

the animals and all birds, everything that moves and 

breathes, I give whatever grows out of the ground for 

food.”  And there it was.  God looked over everything he 

had made; it was so good, so very good!  It was evening, 

it was morning—Day Six. 

 Generosity- 1. Readiness or liberality in giving 2. 

Freedom from meanness or smallness of mind or 

character  3. Largeness or fullness 

 Psalm 136:1  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 The Generosity Team looks for ways to teach 

that our church body is a vital, year-round, kingdom 

building, disciple making, saint and sinner feeding, 

fellowship gathering family.  God has called us together, 

to work together, study together, worship together, 

struggle together, celebrate together, mourn together, 

heal together, and be sent out together.  God has blessed 

us with rich resources and responsibility (response 

ability).  Let us take time to consider all the ways we can 

thank God as we prepare and grow ourselves to be 

generous stewards.  As we approach a special season of 

giving emphasis, may we joyfully and generously re-

dedicate ourselves to God’s worshipful work. 

 

 
KIDS W.O.W. 

MEETS OCTOBER 30
TH

 4:30-6:00,  

MEAL INCLUDED. 

 

 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
 We are collecting shoeboxes of gifts for the 

Samaritan’s Purse ministry.  Handouts with directions 

will be on the buffet mid-October.  Please bring your 

shoebox to the church in early November. 

 Area churches are invited to collect winter ware, 

including coats and boots, socks, and undies, to be 

distributed to those in need along with toys and food the 

week before Christmas.  The Voluntary Action Council 

will be coordinating this effort.   



Church Workers 

October 6
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

None-needed – Presbyterian Tradition 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Gary Hahn 2) Dinette Myers 

3) Joe Myers 4) Levi Larson 

5) Shirley Sterner 6) Susie Lehman 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

October 13 

USHER: Ken Noble 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: The Thrasher Family 
 

October 20
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Mary Larson & Jan Koellner  

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Gary Hahn 2) Dinette Myers 

3) Joe Myers 4) Levi Larson 

5) Shirley Sterner 6) Susie Lehman 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Thrasher Family 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 
 

October 27 

USHER:  Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Gary & Joyce Hahn 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Levi Larson 
 

 

Communion Preparers for October will be 

Evelyn Evans & Shirley Sterner 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Darren Brooke 

2 Skylar Wendt 

3 Troy Myers 

4 Mark Johnson 

6 Filmore Melick 

6 Carolyn Probst 

10 Christina Newcomb 

11 Linda Foor 

11 Heidi Morrison 

14 Tricia Lehman 

14 Alice Thrasher 

15 James Laughlin 

21 Caitlyn Snook 

23 Janey Gingerich 

24 Shirley Sterner 

24 Tom Probst 

27 Cale Brooks 

28 Bob Larson 

30 Missy Johnson 

30 Holly Gingerich 

 

6 Mike & Yvonne Gardenier 

13 Bob & Marcy Dewar 

14 Deepak & Amrita Giri 

19 Butch & Karen Nortman 

20 Fred & Carol Miller 


