
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 It’s time for harvest and I’m thinking about 

planting.  When I plant in the spring, I’ll be thinking 

about harvest.  Weird, huh?  Or is that good planning?  

I’m thinking about how this relates to our church year 

and beyond.  We plant seeds of faith in our children.  We 

don’t abandon them, but do the equivalent of watering, 

fertilizing, weeding, and providing light for the seeds to 

grow.  That means offering refreshing curriculum that 

teaches, challenges, and supports their growth.  That 

means correcting them when needed.  That means being 

a good example of discipleship for them to see how faith 

is done well.  That means we cultivate relationship 

between ourselves, our neighbors, and us and God.   

 We nurture our older youth to continue growing.  

They need bigger challenges, more light, more energy.  

We need to help them when someone dumps a load of 

fertilizer on them and it seems overwhelming.  We need 

to make sure their faith roots are delving deeper and not 

just riding on the surface.  We show them how 

composting can enrich lives by learning lessons from the 

‘garbage’ we may encounter.  We learn together how 

best to use and preserve our natural, God-given 

resources. 

 We mature alongside other adults, ripening with 

age and producing good spiritual fruit; sometimes 

abundantly, sometimes scarcely.  We share what is 

produced and no one needs to go without.  We reap a 

harvest of strength, peace, comfort, joy, kindness, love, 

wisdom, hope, forgiveness, and grace sufficient for 

another day, another season. 

 Our Lord Jesus ‘planted’ himself here that we 

might see through his example how investing our own 

lives can benefit the world that God loves.  He died 

sacrificially that we might be freed of our sin burden, our 

weeds and thorns.  He rose from the dead that we might 

follow him to eternal life.  Christ is our Master Gardener, 

lovingly caring for our lives, pruning, transplanting, 

enlightening, and feeding us so that we bear his good 

fruit. 

 How are we doing?  Are we living as annuals?  

Do we bloom once and call it quits?  Or are we 

perennials?  Do we rest a while and come back with  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

more blossoms, more fruit?  Do we give up at the first 

frosty challenge or are we hardy?  Are we pest and dis-

ease resistant?   Do we ever think about our roots, the 

weeds in our lives, the amount and kind of light we bask 

in, the kind of fertilizer or compost we pack around 

ourselves?  Rather than at the beginning of our growing 

season, can we ask at the end, “Are we ‘Round Up 

ready’” and answer yes? 

 Enough of the analogies, metaphors, and 

meandering thoughts.  Plant, grow, produce, share, rest 

every day.  In place of Miracle Grow, check out Jesus’ 

thoughts in the bible, they’re better than mine!  

 May all your reaping be blessing,  

 Pastor Marian 
 

LECTIONARY 
 

Nov. 3 Guest preacher-Tim Davison 
Ex. 13:20-23, Matt. 5:1-12 

 

Nov. 10 

Hag. 1:15b-2:9; Ps. 145:1-5, 17-21 
Ps. 98; 2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 
Dedication of Giving Cards 

 

Nov. 17 
Isa. 65:17-25; Isa. 12 

2 Thess. 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
 

Nov. 24 
Jer. 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79 

Col. 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

Church Family Thanksgiving Potluck 

CHURCH RECORD 

October 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

October 6 $2661.00 49 

October 13 $981.00 61 

October 20 $564.00 55 

October 27 $2741.00 69 
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Music Notes 

 

Have you ever noticed how we often associate the 
cold, raw weather of November with the warmth of 
gathering together in a cozy home, eating hot 
meals and soups, snuggling up in blankets?  Did 
you ever before think of November as a warm 
month? 
 
We hope to warm your hearts and spirits with the 
comfort of reassuring music and the messages it 
brings.  Our own hearts were warmed by the kind 
gesture of the anonymous gift to our Music Ministry 
leaders!  The beautiful treble clef spoons were not 
only a symbol of appreciation for those individuals, 
but a kind gesture of recognition for all of the many 
choir members & musicians who contribute to the 
significance, quality, and purpose of our music.  
Thank you! 
 

Sun., Nov. 3 - CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., Nov. 6 - Chime Choir, 6:50 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir, 7:30 to 8:30 
Sun., Nov. 10 - CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Nov. 13 - (same as Nov. 6) 
Sun., Nov. 17 -WORSHIP TEAM 

Wed., Nov. 20 - Thanksgiving Vacation, No Choirs 
Sun., Nov. 24 [Thanksgiving Sunday]  

Wed., Nov. 27 - (same as Nov. 6) 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

Poinsettias will be $14.95 at  

Jans Flower Yard (627-2616).  

 Order yours today!   
 

 

Thank You to all those who helped take care of the 

church lawn this last season by mowing, trimming 

and/or hauling away debris.   

 

THANKSGIVING COMMUNITY MEAL 

AND WORSHIP 

 This year’s community Thanksgiving meal and 

worship will be held at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church’s 

Parish Life Hall on Wed. Nov. 27.  The feast will include 

traditional fixin’s of turkey, potatoes, green beans, 

stuffing, rolls, and pie as well as an additional treat of 

enchilada casserole.  The meal will begin at 6 pm to be 

followed by a time of expressing gratitude to God 

through singing and sharing, prayer and praise.  Those 

attending may bring donations of toys to be distributed 

with the Christmas boxes through Voluntary Action 

Council in Dec. 

 
From the Board Chair 

The board continues to work on 

projects to keep the church running 

smoothly. We have prioritized projects 

and needs of the church and board 

members are working with others to get 

the tasks completed.  We have gotten 

feedback from the ministerial 

committee and hope to have the rest of 

the staff evaluations for the next 

meeting.  The kitchen committee has 

kept us up to date on the progress and 

we can stop in and look at the 

progress when we are in the building.  

 

We had a great kickoff for this year’s 

stewardship campaign and if you were 

not there Sunday, October 27th I hope 

you hear good things about it from 

others. 

 

Dave Baker, Board Chair 

 

 

Reminder – Thermostats need to be 

returned to 60 degrees after use. 

 

Saturday, November 9
th

  

Boy Scouts will be going door to door to 

collect nonperishable food items to help 

support the Food Pantry.  Please place your 

items outside your front door between by  

8 a.m. If you prefer, you can deliver your 

contributions to FCU yourself between 9-10  

that morning. 

 



 

COMMUNITY YOUTH GROUP 

Over 50 CYG youth attended the annual hayrack 

ride/weenie roast on Oct. 27.  On the weekend of Nov. 

8-10, 22 youth and 5 chaperones are signed up to attend 

Breakaway in Des Moines.  Nov. 10 is Home Cube night 

so no regular CYG that night. Regular CYG continues 

studies based on the DVD series “The Bible.”  Any youth 

in grades 6-12 are invited to join us on Sunday evenings 

from 5-7 for games, worship, lessons, cube time, and 

supper. 

 

 

 

 

DEDICATION OF GIVING CARDS 

 You should have received a letter from our 

Generosity/Stewardship Committee containing a Giving 

Card for 2014.  We will dedicate our pledges during 

worship on Nov. 10.  The team and Pastor Marian 

worked on how to approach giving this year.  The theme 

is “We Belong to God.” We have incorporated new ideas 

with ancient practices.  Our worship has and will include 

the generosity/stewardship message through skits, 

sermons, scripture, song and the laying on of hands.  

Please prayerfully consider what your part will be in the 

coming year as First Church United continues to minister 

to our congregation, this community and beyond as part 

of the body of Christ. 

 

MISSION/MINISTRIES OPPORTUNITIES 

 We will be participating in the Operation 

Christmas Child Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Project 

again this year.  Information sheets and labels can be 

picked up on the buffet in fellowship hall.  It’s simple to 

make a difference in a child’s life—just pack a shoebox 

with small toys, books, clothing items, hard candies, etc.  

We may not get to see the smile on the recipient’s face, 

but I guarantee there will be one in your own heart if you 

pack a box today.  The deadline for having them at the 

church is Sunday, Nov. 17.  Thank you in advance for 

spreading Christmas love around the world. 

 If you’d like to help those in need right here in 

West Liberty, we will be stockpiling non-perishable 

food, mittens, gloves, hats, socks, scarves, undies, coats, 

and boots for all ages to be distributed for Christmas 

through our local Voluntary Action Council. Toys may 

be dropped off at St. Joseph’s. 

 Let’s think ahead: start passing the word that we 

will be starting up the Welcome Table in Dec. again.  

Anyone wanting to join us for a free hot meal is 

welcome and invited to attend.  Sign-up sheet to help 

will be out mid-November.   

From the Trustees 

 We are looking at some new 

lighting systems in the church; After 

all, the lights are 30 years old, same 

as the building.  The bulbs we use in 

many of the fixtures are not going to 

be produced much longer and we are 

looking at replacing the fixtures 

and/or lights in a methodical way.  

Many of the new products use LED and 

other energy efficient bulbs and some 

of the fixtures can be converted for 

less than replacing them.  Projects 

large and small are getting done, many 

repairs take place that are not 

noticeable, but we are working on them 

just the same.   I would recommend 

that we hire a handyman on a month to 

month basis and get many small 

projects done and get the building 

back in shape so the rest of us have 

time to concentrate on finding things 

for the handyman to do. 

    Dave Baker  
 

   

 

ROAD TRIP  
September visit to Oaknoll will be on Thursday 

the 14
th

.   Meet at the church at 11:00 to carpool.  We 

will share lunch, a short bible study, and lots of 

fellowship. 

 

Voluntary Action Council News 

Toys can be taken to St. Joseph's Catholic Church 

where they will be sorted and packed on Tuesday, 

December 17th, beginning at 6:30 PM. 

 

Food can be taken to First Church United where it 

will be sorted and packed on Wednesday, December 

18th, beginning at 6:30 PM. 

 

We need some volunteers to call the senior citizens 

to let them know that we will be delivering a fruit 

plate on Saturday December 21st between 8 AM and 

noon. This will help the people delivering and alert 

the senior citizens that someone is on the way.   

 

All the churches and members are encouraged to 

collect new gloves, mittens, caps, scarves, socks, 

and underwear of all sizes for distribution.  We also 



collected gently used coats, boots, and children's 

snow suits.  The winter ware needs to be at First 

Church United in time for the distribution on 

Friday, December 20th.   

 

The hours and days of distribution will be Friday, 

December 20th from 5:30 PM to 8 PM and 

Saturday, December 21st from 8 AM to 10 AM.  

 
OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

October 3, 2013 

The monthly Official Board meeting was called to order 

by Chair Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Bill 

Koellner, Tom Brooke, Jodi Kelly, Jan McCrabb, Pastor 

Marian Hart, and Treasurer Keith Barnhart. Syd Harned, 

Levi Larson, Karen Nortman and Tom Probst were not 

able to be at the meeting.   

Devotion – Questions discussed regarding fourth chapter 

of Unbinding the Gospel.   

Approval of Docket : 1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Bill K.  

unanimously approved by Board.   

Treasurer’s Report:   
Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report.  Bills 

are paid. City bill is slightly up and Keith will monitor it 

closely.  Need to begin thinking about 2014 budget soon.   

Jodi K. will speak to music department for 

budget needs.   

 

Starting of August balance   $ 2,121.73 

Receipts     $ 35,394.22 

Subtotal     $ 37,515.95 

Disbursements      $ 37,062.81 

Ending Balance    $ 453.14 

                  Board checking balance $420.14 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report as presented 1
st
 

Tom B., 2
nd

 Jodi K.  unanimously approved by the 

Board. 

 Kitchen Budget Report – Bill K reported and 

submitted attached report.  Discussion followed on 

pledged amount for kitchen project and what has been 

received so far including those items on kitchen wish 

list.    

Approval of Minutes: 1
st
 Jodi K.  2

nd
 Jan M. 

unanimously approved by Board.    

Chairs Report: Motion to receive and file report 1
st
 Bill 

K., 2
nd

 Tom B. Report available upon request. 

Pastor’s Report: Report available upon request, move 

to approve Pastor’s report 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd 
Jodi K.  

unanimously approved by the Board.  Marian requests 

possible vacation time: Sunday, November 3
rd

.  Move to 

approve 1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 Jan M.  

Old Business: 

Combined Endowment & Board Meeting – minutes of 

meeting attached.  Available upon request.  Tom P. has 

agreed to be liaison between Endowment Committee and 

Board.   

Outcomes of the meeting include: 

-End. Comm. is going to review their forms and 

make adjustments.  

-End. Comm. is going to check their mailbox in 

the church office more often. 

-meetings will take place in the days prior to the 

Board meetings.   

-Board will contact End. Comm. member if the 

Board has questions about a request or is considering 

denying a request.   

-counseling or training (possibly with End. 

representative from Disciples of Christ or Presbytery) for 

all new End. Comm. members, Board members and 

congregation at large will take place at the beginning of 

the year on End. Comm. and Board duties, guidelines, 

procedures and more.   

-the open End. Comm. slots can’t be filled in by 

Board members. 

Marian will contact both Rob M. and Mary L. to see if 

they would reconsider resigning.   

Move for Marian to ask Ken R. to act as Endowment 

President till Annual Meeting in 2014 if Rob M. affirms 

his resignation 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 Jodi K., unanimously 

approved by the Board.   

Vacuum- Discussion on what vacuum Bret will use.  

Board approves of Dyson recently purchased.   

New Business: 

Thank you note from Conklin Family was shared.   

Pastoral Evaluations: Move to accept report and salary 

recommendations 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 Jan M. approved.   

Staff Evaluations: Dave B. will contact the Personnel 

Committee to perform Staff evaluations.   

Nominating Committee needs to be activated: 

Nominating Committee includes Syd H, Lori B., Brenda 

M. Dave B will contact them.  They will need to have a 

full slate in December and should begin meeting in 

October.   

Meeting at P.E.I. for clerks – Katie does not have to 

attend.   

Baptism of Jason Thrasher – will be done by immersion 

in the Cedar River when warmer weather returns.  

Family would like to join church before that though.  

Board approves.   



Ministry Committee Reports: Motion to receive and 

have on file 1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 Tom B.   

 Christian Ed Committee – Report available upon 

request. 

 Trustees – Report available upon request. 

 Pastoral Care Committee – Report available upon 

request. 

 Generosity Team – Report available upon 

request. 

Move to adjourn 1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 Tom B. unanimously 

approved.   

Prayer concerns shared/Closing prayer 

Next Board meeting November 14
th

  at 6:30p.m. 

 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 20th from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

Dec. 4th – Kids WOW and Christmas  

program practice. 
Saturday, Dec. 7th Christmas Program Dress 

Rehearsal 9:00 a.m. 

 

There will be no Children’s Sunday School 

November 10th. 
 

 
 

 

United Methodist Church Bazaar 
113 East 5th Street, W.L. 

Saturday, November 9th from 9am-12pm 
Stop in for some delicious homemade pastries  

& hot coffee! 
Let us do the baking for all your holiday needs with 

these items for sale: 
 

Home-baked Bakery items, 

Delicious Candy that is sure to please your sweet 
tooth, & a few handmade items we have to offer. 

Plus don’t miss out on an opportunity to get a brand 

new Christmas Tree Skirt quilted by our  

Methodist Quilters! 
See you November 9th! 

 
 

 
 

Kitchen Update for November 
Stop and think about how many dozens of people 
have touched the kitchen project in some way or 

another: donors, designers, builders, committee 
people, electricians, plumbers, flooring installers, 

painters, equipment providers, inspectors, city 
employees, rib dinner team (and the diners), Ryan 

Trust Board, interested congregants.  Well, the vision 
is just about to become reality as much of what we 
have been waiting for is going to be delivered in 

November.   
 

You will be able to see some painting going on inside 
the kitchen.  New flooring is scheduled to be laid after 

that.  The double refrigerator will be moved into its 
rightful place.  Cabinetry and equipment will be 
delivered and staged in a portion of the Fellowship 

Hall.  Then the various crews will return and 
installation will begin.   

 
If you have a 2013 pledge to turn in, or if you would 

like to submit a one-time donation, we will graciously 
accept!  The total dollars pledged have been just a 
little short of our goal.  There are some finishing 

touches that will have to wait until additional dollars 
come in.  The committee promised that nothing 

would be purchased without dollars-in-hand, and we 
continue to keep that important promise to all of you. 

 
Keep an eye out for tremendous progress!  And, thank 
you, sincerely, for being amongst the dozens of people 

who have touched this project. 
 

Your project chairs - 
Jan and Bill Koellner 

Mary and Leon Larson 
 

 

Kitchen Wish List 
Shelf Units, need 6     $ 125 each or $750 total 

Rolling work table    $ 400 

Convection Oven    $2,650 

Appliance shoes, need 6 sets   $95/set of 4 

Plate dispenser    $2025 
 

 

 

 



Church Workers 

November 3
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Bob Dewar 2) Mark Johnson 

3) Melissa Johnson 4) Vince Ottaway 

5) Letha Ottaway 6) Brenda Miller 

USHER: Ken Noble 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Betty Burton & Evelyn Evans 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: The Thrasher Family 
 

November 10 

USHER: Ken Noble 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Keith & Margaret Barnhart 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

November 17
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Bob Dewar 2) Mark Johnson 

3) Melissa Johnson 4) Vince Ottaway 

5) Letha Ottaway 6) Brenda Miller 

USHER: Bill Koellner 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Thrasher Family 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

November 24 

USHER:  Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Levi Larson 
 

 

Communion Preparers for November are 

Ken & Jo Noble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

1 Shirley Lehman 

1 Shania Minor 

1 Chloe Gardenier 

6 Marilyn Ruegsegger 

6 Angie Brooke 

6 Cindy Hambright 

11 Dona Petsel 

12 Holly Jacobs 

16 Emily Johnson 

16 Connor Skubal 

19 Brenda Wright 

21 Eloise Wright 

22 Scott Brooke 

24 Leon Larson 

29 Ken Wright 

 


