
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 A couple weeks ago, I looked out the back door 

and saw quite a few swallows flying about.  I had never 

seen them here in town before but enjoy watching them 

at the cabin all the time.  They always remind me of a 

ballet.  Their timing and grace are remarkable.  Just like 

the Creator’s.   

We ate our supper on the deck and enjoyed 

watching the birds dance.  It is their work; their way of 

gathering food.  In the mix were a few dragon flies, also 

dancing in perfect synchronicity.  Just taking the time to 

sit and watch and let my thoughts meander helped 

synchronize me spiritually.   

 As we approach the Labor Day Weekend, and 

what is being called ‘Back to Church’ Sunday by some 

on Sept. 15, the phrase ‘worshipful work’ popped into 

my mind.  This came out of a book I read several years 

ago and posted on the bulletin board of the Board room.  

I remind the Board once a year or so of these thoughts 

and think they are valuable reminders for the whole 

congregational as well: 

 Ours is worshipful work. 

 Our decisions are lifted as offerings. 

 We are trustees of spiritual welfare. 

 We refuse to be content with business as usual. 

 God will find a way to work around or through 

human inadequacies and excuses. 

 God pushes at the boundaries we set. 

 Leadership for a faith community is to hold the 

Spirit of God central to all that is planned, done, and 

said. 

 Leadership is to be shared. 

 God’s Spirit is not limited to clergy nor to church 

buildings and church meetings. 

 God desires that all would speak out of a 

connection with the Spirit. 

 It is my plan to use the book “Unbinding the 

Gospel” as a study this fall/winter.  There are copies on 

my desk.  Help yourself, one to a family unit.  Small 

group opportunities and blog discussions will be 

available later in the month. 

 In the meantime, please take an intentional time 

of prayer to listen to God and see how we might be 

invited to join the holy ballet of God’s plan. 

 Happy thought meandering, 

 Pastor Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

Sept. 1 

Jer. 2:4-13; Ps. 81:10-16 

Heb. 13:1-8, 15,16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

Sept. 8 

Jer. 18:1-11; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18 

Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

 

Sept. 15 

Jer. 4:11-12, 22-28; Ps. 14 

1 Tim. 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

 

Sept. 22 

Jer. 8:18-9:1; Ps. 79:1-9 

1 Tim. 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

 

Sept. 29 

Jer. 32:1-3a, 6-15; Ps. 91:1-6, 14-16 

1 Tim. 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

CHURCH RECORD 

July 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

July  7 $1022.00 39 

July 14 $1442.00 60 

July  21 Fair Sunday NA 

July  28 $1908.00 44 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

August 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

August 4 $2556.00 86 

August 11 $3108.00 57 

August 18 $2656.00 57 

August 25 $1569.00 61 

 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
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September 2013   



 

Birth Announcement 

Dustin and Katherine Brooks are parents of 

a son, Kaden Michael, who was born on 

July 1, 2013.  Kaden has two older brothers, 

Ty, age 10, and Cale, age 6. 

Great-Grandparents are 

 Fred & Carol Miller. 

 

 

Music Notes 

 

Fall in!  We're about to embark on our choir year, and 
it promises to be a splendid one!  We'll get the 

summer cobwebs worked out of our singing voices 
and our chiming wrists and gear up to share the 
messages through music.  Don't forget the choir 

supper for members and their families - it has become 
a wonderful way for us to visit together over meal 

before digging in at rehearsals, and we hope many can 
join in! 

 
Please see the schedule for September below, and 

your choir year calendars will be ready for you at the 
first rehearsals.  See you all soon! 
 

Sun., Sept. 1 - No Choir (Labor Day Weekend) 
Wed., Sept. 4 - Choir Meal, 6:15 

                       Chime Choir, 6:50 to 7:30 
                       Chancel Choir, 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., Sept. 8 - WORSHIP TEAM  
Wed., Sept. 11 - (same as Sept. 4) 

Sun., Sept. 15 - CHANCEL CHOIR 
Wed., Sept. 18 - (same as Sept. 4) 

Sun., Sept. 22 - CHIME CHOIR 
Wed., Sept. 25 - (same as Sept. 4) 

Sun., Sept. 29 - CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
  

Our sympathy goes out to the families of 

 Florence McMahon and Ida Conklin 

 
Christian Education 

 We had 17to 20 kids for Vacation Bible 
School this summer, all the kids had a wonderful 
time. Our theme this year was Avalanche Ranch, the 
kids made lots of things: sheriff's vest and badge, a 
horse, stained glass window, picture frame.  They got 
pretend to create a river, knock down a wall, and hide 
from the soldiers, as part of the stories they learned 
about each night.  They played lots of games, most 
where outside, but we did have one night where we 
had to play inside. The last night they did one of their 
favorite things to do which is sidewalk chalk and it 
lasted on the sidewalk in front of the church until 
Sunday (that doesn't happen very often). 
 We will start Sunday school on Sept 8, we 
hope to have lots of kids there.  This year we are 
going to learn about Heaven from the book Heaven is 
for Real for Kids.   
 The first Kids W.OW. is Wednesday, 
September 25th from 4:30-6:00.   
 
Thanks, Norma  
Christian Ed. Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CYG (Community Youth Group) NEWS 
 Hopefully many of you were able to come and 

hear the presentation of the 2013 mission trip.  Twenty-

nine people had the opportunity to go and serve others 

in Chicago.  Group worship and study was awesome. 

 Our summer Fun Night was attended by about 

30 youth.  Homemade slip and slide was the main 

attraction, though some adults had trouble watching 

without gasping and cringing.  We also played 

volleyball with water balloons and towels and had a 

balloon fight, and stuffed ourselves with hotdogs, 

cookies, chips, and s’mores. 

 Leaders retreat was held at FCU on August 27.

 Parents CYG will be held on Sept. 8, Kick off 

will be Sept. 15, and regular CYG begins on Sept. 22.  

Please spread the word to any youth in grades 6-12.   

 

 

 



CYG 
 

The Community Youth Group had a very 

successful mission trip.    This year 

we had 29 youth and 8 adults that made the 

trip.   We rented three 15 passenger vans 

and made the short trip to Chicago.    

  

We checked in at Trinity Christian College 

(a BEAUTIFUL campus).  We were there with 

over 275 other youth.   The worship time was 

amazing!  The guest speaker, Zan Ingalls, is 

a Baptist minister from New Jersey.  He was 

a very powerful and dynamic speaker and 

literally had us dancing in the aisles!!  

Each day, after breakfast, we had worship 

time before heading to our worksites. 

We also had worship each evening as a large 

group.  After group worship we were able to 

have our own group time - Free time after 

that. 

 

CYG was divided into two work groups.  Group 

1 did a variety of outside landscape 

projects for local residents.  These 

projects ranged from putting up a fence in 

the City park to pulling weeds and lawn 

care.  This group ran out of jobs after the 

first two days and then joined another group 

working at an abandoned warehouse that will 

be converted to a school.  Group 2 worked at 

a school (in a not-so-good neighborhood) 

where we painted all of the hallways of the 

school.   Both groups worked hard and were 

able to finish their assigned project ahead 

of schedule! 

 

Many of the youth have never been to Chicago 

so just being in a large city was a whole 

new experience for them!  We were able to 

spend a fun day by visiting the Sears Tower, 

Lincoln Park Zoo, The Bean at Millennium 

Park.  On the way home, we went to The 

Medieval Times Castle - also a new 

experience for everyone! 

 

We all experienced new things and got closer 

to each other and to Christ. We want to 

thank everybody who has supported CYG in any 

way this past year. We especially thank the 

Board and the Endowment Committee for 

allowing CYG to worship in our church on a 

weekly basis and for financially supporting 

us.   Without First Church United, we would 

not be able to go on these work trips. 

 

Fall 2013 

 

The fall season of CYG will begin on 

September 8th with a Parent CYG Night. 

We will invite the parents ONLY.   We will 

have a typical CYG evening so that parents 

 

know what we do here.   This will also be a 

chance to share our fall schedule, sign up 

for meals, and collect the registration fee 

for the 2013-14 school season ($25 which 

includes a free t-shirt).   The Fall 

kickoff will be on Sunday, September 15th 

with the first regular CYG the following 

week. 

 

If you know any youth in grades 6-12, please 

invite and encourage them to come to CYG!!   

 

 

Jodi Kelly 

 

Sawdust in September! 
 
The kitchen planning committee is pleased to 
announce that another hurdle is close to being 
surpassed.  The bids from various suppliers are 
rolling in. We believe we will be able to begin 
accepting some of those bids in September.  Do 
not be surprised if work trucks appear and the dust 
starts to fly!  As promised when the project started, 
we want to give you information.  When things 
become a little more finalized, we will put together a 
brief project schedule and balance sheet and will 
make ourselves available during coffee hour to 
answer questions.  We are not quite to that point 
yet, but we hope it won't be long. The monthly 
updates in the newsletter will continue also. 
 
With the thought of workers arriving, comes the 
thought of paying the bills. If you have pledged to 
the project but have not sent in your 2013 funds, 
please see if you can do so soon.  If you have not 
pledged to the project, and are able to send a 
donation, that would be much appreciated.  Thank 
you all for your support! 
 
Project Co-Chairs 
Leon and Mary Larson 
Bill and Jan Koellner 
 
 
 
  

 

ROAD TRIP  
September visit to Oaknoll will be on Thursday 

the 12
th

.   Meet at the church at 11 to carpool.  We will 

share lunch, a short bible study, and lots of fellowship. 

 

 



OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

August 1, 2013 

The Official Board meeting was called to order by Chair 

Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Bill Koellner, Jan 

McCrabb, Levi Larson, Karen Nortman, Tom Probst, 

Pastor Marian Hart, and Treasurer Keith Barnhart.  

Devotion – Lessons from Matthew & Luke. Perception 

Matters exercise, build your own house worksheet.   

Approval of Docket : as amended 1
st
 Levi L. 2

nd
 Tom P.  

unanimously approved by Board.   

Approval of Minutes: as amended 1
st
 Bill K.  2

nd
 Levi 

L. unanimously approved by Board.    

Treasurer’s Report:   
Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report. 

Presented reports for both June & July.  Bills are paid, 

Receipts came in fairly well for June and July.   

 

Starting of June balance   $ 123.06 

Receipts     $ 13,389.80 

Subtotal     $ 13,512.86 

Disbursements      $ 9,587.23 

Ending Balance    $ 3,925.63 

   Board checking balance $3,892.63 

 

Starting of July balance   $ 3,925.63 

Receipts     $ 4,387.49 

Subtotal     $ 8,313.12 

Disbursements      $ 6,964.53 

Ending Balance    $ 1,348.59 

  Board checking balance $1,315.59 

 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report as presented 1
st
 

Bill K., 2
nd

 Tom P.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

Chairs Report:  See attached report 

Pastor’s Report: see attached report, move to approve 

Pastor’s report 1
st
 Bill K. 2

nd 
Levi L.  unanimously 

approved by the Board.   

Old Business: 

175
th

 Anniversary Report: the corn husking will 

take place Saturday, August 10
th

 at 4:30p.m. People from 

the area churches are coming to help husk.     

Rotary, Tom P., and Arnie H. have corn cookers 

for Sunday’s celebration.   

Mark & Joe Heckman donated the corn – Thank 

you!   

The celebration is planned as follows; 

 12:00 start cooking corn, churches set up 

their tents and displays 

 12:30 celebration begins  

 12:45 John Ruess plays in Sanctuary 

 1:30 Aaron Strumpel plays in Sanctuary 

 3:00 Presentation from CYG on their 

recent Mission Trip to Chicago 

Eating throughout with FCU Board responsible 

for the corn.   

Church history display with pictures prepared 

Building of church DVD will be run 

continuously outside by history display.   

Kitchen Report:  

Contractors are going to hire a subcontractor to 

cut and dig ground for water & gas lines.   

Kessler came last Thursday. May not have 

enough amps so he will bid for more to accommodate 

kitchen.   

Another bid will come from Kessler for lighting 

needs in the offices.   

Board toured new kitchen area.   

Inspector as approved all plans.   

Board thanked Dave B. for his help and work on 

the kitchen.   

School for Congregational Learning is Sept. 7, 2013 in 

Des Moines.  Board and congregation is encouraged to 

attend.   

Necrology – Florence McMahon (June 30, 2013) 

New Business:  

 Personnel with Bred A. - Brett needs to be told 

which areas need to be cleaned weekly and which ones 

should left alone during the kitchen project.   

 Marian proposed a new vacuum be purchased for 

cleaning the church.  Motion to approve Marian to 

purchase vacuum 1
st
 Bill K. 2

nd
  Tom P.  unanimously 

approved.   

 CYG Sound System- Lizz Maske would like to 

borrow the sound system for 1 day.  Moved to allow 

them to borrow sound system 1
st
 Karen N 2

nd
 Jan M.  

Unanimously approved.   

 Katie’s new hours-  Katie asks the Board for 

permission to change her office hours to Monday and 

Thursday from 9am-2pm.  Move to approve requested 

hours 1
st
 Levi L. 2

nd
 Tom P.  Unanimously approved.   

 Video- if Nat Williams is leaving for college a 

new person will need to be found to run the audio and 

video camera on Sunday’s.   

 Childcare for nursery- may be beneficial to 

have someone in the nursery every Sunday.   

 Baptisms this Sunday – 3 children will be 

baptized this Sunday.  No Board approval needed.   

 Elder on Call for August – Ken Ruegsegger 

 Elder on Call for September – Jan Koellner 

 PTO Request – move to give $50 from Board 

discressionary fund for upcoming August 17
th

 PTO fun 

night.    

 



Ministry Reports:   

 Music Ministry – report submitted and attached 

 Christian Ed Committee – report submitted and 

attached 

 Trustees – report submitted and attached 

 Pastoral Care Committee – report submitted and 

attached 

Adjournment 

Prayer concerns shared 

Closing prayer 

Next Board meeting September 5
th

  at 6:30p.m. 

 

Church Workers 

September 1
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Leon Larson & Wayne Noring 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Blaine Kelly 2) Rob Miller 

3) Lisa Murphy 4) Karen Nortman 

5) Butch Nortman 6) Jeanine Williams  

USHER: Ken Ruegsegger 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Carolyn Probst 
 

September 8 

USHER: Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Tom & Janet Woody 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Arnie Hart 
 

September 15
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Leon Larson & Wayne Noring 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Blaine Kelly 2) Rob Miller 

3) Lisa Murphy 4) Karen Nortman 

5) Butch Nortman 6) Jeanine Williams  

USHER: Keith Barnhart 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Kelly Family  

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

September 22 

USHER:  Mark Johnson 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Jo Noble 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Blaine Williams 
 

September 29 

USHER: Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Maggie Christy 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

Communion Preparers for September will be 

Evelyn Evans & Shirley Sterner 

 

 

 

 
     September 
2 Charlie Thrasher 

4 Lewis Morrison 

6 Carol Miller 

7 Marsha Jacobs 

8 Jeanne Hale 

8 Marcy Dewar 

9 Kyle Harned 

11 Mary Larson 

11 Jacob Johnson 

12 Maggie Christy 

13 Fred Miller 

14 Kurtis Minor 

16 Dave Baker 

16 Ken Noble 

18 Kyle Barnhart 

20 Jason Thrasher 

22 Jeanine Williams 

23 Rob Miller 

24 Curt Newcomb 

25 Jasmin Gardenier 

25 Deepak Giri 

26 Addyson Lehman 

29 Rob Brown 

29 Scott Skubal 

29 Evelyn Evans 

30 Brookelyn Harned 

 

 

September 
4 Bill & Jan Koellner 

9 Ryan & Tana Deahr 

14 Bob & Terri Larson 

22 Wayne & Audrey Noring 

25 Roger & Carolyn Benge 


