
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I find myself antsy today looking forward to a 

trip to Hastings School for Pastors, Fair Week, Synod 

School, and a trip to Brazil with the East Iowa 

Presbytery Partnership.  This morning, I hung out for a 

short while with our hamburger cookers.  I asked them 

what they wanted me to write about and they said, “The 

church ladies.” 

 Here goes: in the few minutes I was there I 

learned who is white water rafting while their wife is 

home slaving over a hot stove(my words not hers); who 

works on in spite of an aching back; who works even 

when they are over-heated; who is an ‘honorary church 

lady’ (being a man); who always has a story to tell about 

a great grandchild (there were two of those); and who is 

reminiscing about one of the greatest days of their lives 

41 years ago.  These women have been together sharing 

heartache, encouragement, and joy with each other while 

simultaneously laboring in love for the Lord. Working 

together in the FCU kitchen has a long, memorable 

history of camaraderie that can’t and won’t be beat any 

time soon. 

 Many thanks to all the behind the scenes groups 

who have been called together as our mission statement 

declares to be a family with close and personal 

relationship, dedicated to God’s work… 

Whether you have cooked, cleaned, shopped, staffed the 

food pantry, trimmed a bush, mowed the yard, organized 

a committee, repaired a leak, brainstormed, or prayed for 

the ministry and maintenance of our church family, 

thank you and well done good and faithful servants. 

 In His service, 

 Pastor Marian   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

July 14- 

Deut. 30:9-14 

Col. 1:1-14 

Guest preacher-CLP Don Clark 
 

July 21- 

Fair Sunday  

Worship in the Grove 9:00 a.m. 

Rev. Lynn Thiede 
 

July 28- 

Hosea 1:2-10 

Psalm 85 

Col. 2:6-15 (16-19) 

Luke 11:5-13 
 

Aug. 4- 

VBS Program 
 

Aug. 11- 

Heb. 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 

Guest Preacher 
 

Aug. 18- 

Heb. 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 
 

Aug. 25- 

Heb. 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

June 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

June 2  $6465.00 36 

June 9 $1477.00 59 

June 16 $549.00 45 

June 23 $255.00 41 

June 30 $1410.00 34 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

July & August 2013   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Howdy folks!  
 

     Welcome to Avalanche Ranch, a wild ride 

through God's Word! 
 

     Get ready for an exciting celebration of God's 

love filled with stampeding cattle, yapping cattle 

dogs, soaring eagles, and a whole herd of friends. 
 

     You'll enjoy Bible Crafts and exciting games, 

experience thrilling Bible stories, yummy food, and 

hear unforgettable music. July 29th-Aug. 2, 5-7 p.m. 

at FCU. There will be a light meal beginning at 5:00.   
 

     Registration forms are on the last page of the 

newsletter and are available through the office.   
 

 

CYG (Community Youth Group) NEWS 
 West Liberty Christian Fellowship was packed 

with parents and students who will be going on this 

year’s CYG mission trip to Chicago.  Thirty-five youth 

and chaperones will be leaving bright and early July 28
th

 

to reach their first outing by noon.  They will work, 

worship, and study together through Thursday.  The ‘fun 

day’ activity will be going to Medieval Times at Chicago 

Castle for supper and entertainment before returning in 

the wee hours on Friday.  Please hold this group in 

prayer as they serve, learn, and play together. 

 There will be an information booth at the 175
th

 

Faith and Family event on Aug. 11
th

.  CYG youth will 

have activities to keep young folks busy.  They will 

come inside and present a program on their mission trip 

beginning at 3:00.  Please plan to join us for the entire 

event for games, food, music, and supporting our CYG 

and our extended church families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes 

 
The Music Ministry of First Church United is 
seldom visible during the summer months.  But 
consider that you still hear organists and 
pianists, a few solo or small group singers, and 
some of our illustrious singers out there among 
you!  Also, be assured that members of the 
Music Ministry are diligently planning all kinds 
of music for the coming year.  After a June 
meeting and much preparation, we will become 
more visible (and audible) again in the fall. 
 
We look forward to working side-by-side with 
others at the fair stand, celebrating side-by-side 
with others at the "West Liberty - 175 years" 
community of faith day in August, and 
worshiping and singing side-by-side with you at 
summer services! 
 
Chime and Chancel Choir Members and 
Prospective Members - the current plan is to 
begin rehearsals on Wed., Sept. 4.  But please 
watch for your August E-Letter for confirmation 
of dates and for other updated information.  
Also, IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO WOULD 
ENJOY JOINING US, PLEASE INVITE THEM!!!  
(And please let us know so we can include them 
for any info. & announcements.) 
 
Thank you! 
The Music Ministry:  Brenda Miller, Lori Brooke, 
Marianne Phelps, Susie Lehman 
 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide for 
future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

ADAM’S RIB 

 Arnie and Bob are 

having a table at the Picnic in 

the Park.  They plan to smoke 

some ribs and sell small portions (Adam’s ribs).   

 

 

 



Come have "coffee" with Patty Webb and Beth 

(Schermerhorn) Jensen, they will be in town for the 
West Liberty festivities and would love to see as many 
people as they can from the church and other friends. 

It will be Saturday, July 13th from 9:00-11:30 am in 
the lounge at First Church United. If you need a local 

contact, call Norma Brooks @ 

627-2832. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Calling all Pork Packers!  We will be 

packing pork on Saturday, July 13th at 

3:00 p.m. Call 627-4164 or 309-791-8099 

if you can help.   
 

 

Kitchen Update 
 There are small signs that the kitchen project is 

still moving forward. Closets and classrooms have been 

cleaned out.  Thank you to the volunteers who tackled 

those activities!  Every little step prepares us, keeps us 

motivated, and is appreciated.   
 

Our first acquisition for the kitchen remodel project - a 

new double-door refrigerator - has been delivered.  It has 

been parked close to the Fellowship Hall and will be 

used to store perishables for the church stand at the Fair.  

A big thank you goes to Dave Baker for making that 

delivery happen!  
 

The co-chairs are anxiously awaiting delivery of the final 

drawing, with an engineer's stamp.  This 'stamp' must be 

obtained before the city's building inspector will look at 

the design and ultimately sign off on the plan. 

Simultaneously, the stamped drawing will be provided to 

Ken Morrison Construction for a formal bid.  As co-

chairs, we firmly believe the cost estimate will be within 

our proposed budget.  As soon as we know additional 

details, and a proposed start date, we will let everyone 

know. 
 

Thank you for your continued patience.  A new kitchen 

is inching its way toward reality! 

 

Leon and Mary Larson 

Bill and Jan Koellner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Adventure in Faith and Growth-September 7 
Our church has been on an adventure with our 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER program, which started 
3 years ago with Syd Harned and others attending 

a learning event in Des Moines.  Are there new 
adventures which lie ahead?   

Who will attend on Sept 7 and find out? 
 

Do you.. 
Want to bring new skills back home 
Experience adventurous workshops 

Feel energized and motivated 
Worship and eat great food 

Spark new ideas 
Hear a great key note speaker. 

 
Save the date, Sat., September 7,  

West Des Moines Christian Church.   
Watch for more info. 

 
 
ROAD TRIP  

August visit to Oaknoll will be on Thursday the 

1
st
.   Meet at the church at 11 to carpool.  We will share 

lunch, a short bible study, and lots of fellowship. 
 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

June 6, 2013   

The Official Board meeting was called to order by Chair 

Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Bill Koellner, Jodi 

Kelly, Tom Brooke, Tom Probst, Syd Harned, Pastor 

Marian Hart, and Treasurer Keith Barnhart.  

Devotion – Psalm 103 from The Message.  Discussion 

followed. 

Approval of Docket : 1
st
 Tom P. 2

nd
 Jodi K.  

unanimously approved by Board.   

Approval of Minutes: 1
st
 Bill K.  2

nd
 Tom P. 

unanimously approved by Board.    

Chairs Report:  

 Dave B. asks that each church committee submit 

a report for Board Meetings.  If no report is submitted 

the minutes will note that and no discussion for those 

committees will take place.   

Pastor’s Report: move to approve both Pastor’s report 

and proposed vacation time and continuing ed. 1
st
 Jodi 

K. 2
nd 

Syd H.  unanimously approved by the Board.   

Old Business: 

175
th

 Anniversary Report: Proposed that Board 

and their families husk and cook the corn for celebration.  

Bill K., Tom P., and Dave B., have agreed to help.   



Mary L. is representative but Norma B. is taking 

over.  Board will let Norma B. know that if corn is ready 

we will have people (CYG, Lions, Rotary, Board 

Members and Families) to husk and cook it.   

Treasurer’s Report:   
Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report. Paid 

back the $1500.00 borrowed from savings in February.  

Will more than likely have to borrow from savings again 

this month though as receipts are down this month.  All 

bills paid.  OGHS has been paid.   

 Deacons needed to buy cards recently.  Keith 

took from General Savings this time to pay for them but 

may ask Congregational Life or Endowment in the future 

for funds to cover these expenses.     

 The new light fixtures talked about in Trustees 

report can be paid out of the Future Maintenance of 

Church (line #704).   
 

Starting of month balance   $ 3,609.01 

Receipts     $ 6,425.76 

Subtotal     $ 10,034.77 

Disbursements      $ 9,911.71 

Ending Balance    $ 123.06 

 Board checking balance $90.06 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report as presented 1
st
 

Syd H., 2
nd

 Jodi K.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

Kitchen Report:  

Dave is looking at buying new refrigerator for 

new kitchen.  Keith says a check can be written to 

supplier for it when needed.   

Bill K. reports that Mary L. has drawing of new 

kitchen in hand.  No bill has been submitted yet.  Mary 

L. contacted the State Inspector to see if he can 

preapprove the plants or not.  Then K. Morrison will 

give bid.  Plans are right on target so far.   

If bid is given before next Board meeting an 

email will sent out to Board.   

Kitchen equipment committee met Saturday.  

Star Equipment has been most helpful and has been 

chosen as equipment supplier.   

New Business:  

 KAH is packing rest of food Sunday, June 9
th

 

after the Spaghetti dinner to clear space for repurposing 

rooms for kitchen project.  Jodi K. will text CYGer’s to 

help if not all is packed on Sunday.     

 As soon as schedule is set for construction to 

begin on new kitchen an email will be sent out so rooms 

can be moved/repurposed.   

 Secretary, Katie Thrasher, asked Board for 

flexible work hours during the summer months and 

requested vacation time July 1-5.  Motion to approve 1
st
 

Jodi K., 2
nd

 Syd H.   

 Lisa Murphy asked for a friend of hers to be able 

to use church to meet with students.  Motion to approve 

1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 Tom B.   

Ministry Reports:   

 Trustees – Dave B. asks for help in completing 

tasks that Trustees need to complete.   

 Light fixtures may need to be replaced to be cost 

effective/energy efficient.  Kessler Electric will be 

contacted.  Will start in areas of church that are used 

most often (offices, hallways).     

 Trustees continue to look for leaks in roof after 

each rain but have seen any.  Window in Sunday School 

room will be replaced by Marv’s glass.  Sunday School 

room, Christian Ed room, Fellowship Hall closet, and 

Library have been cleaned out.  Trustees have checked 

out the gutters and downspouts.   

 Pastoral Relations: submitted report. 

 Stewardship/Generosity Team has been invited 

to a retreat in Sept.   

 Christian Ed – VBS will be July 29-August 2.  

Community is invited to attend.   

 CYG – Mission trip is July 28-August 2
nd

 in 

Chicago, ILL.  Marian will commission the group the 

morning they leave. CYG will provide games for youth 

during the August 11
th

 celebration then have community 

wide presentation on their mission trip.  CYG will host a 

car wash on August 18
th

 and help in Rotary Stand during 

the Fair to raise funds for CYG general fund.   

 3 youth will attend Church camps this summer.   
 

Community Garden: the project has been approved but 

the raised beds will be completed for next growing 

season.  Tom P. has agreed to build beds and will 

coordinate with Marian.   
  

Motion to adjourn  1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Tom B. unanimously 

approved.  Prayer concerns shared. Closing Prayer 
 

Chair Report 
The church relies on a number of volunteers to perform 

its various functions daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly.  

Even though many of us need to be approved by the 

body of the church through the yearly election we have 

volunteered to take the various jobs and duties we have 

been assigned on or in the committees and groups 

operating as First Church United.  We fulfill our duties 

in the community and the church to the best of our 

abilities.   
 

The members of the church board are all volunteers.  It is 

nice to have the membership in general support us.  To 

come to us and ask, "is there anything I can do to make 

your job easier?"  When you see problems in the church 

or in the grounds, let someone know.  I am not an all 



seeing eye for every detail in the church.  Also just 

because you know of a specific problem in the building 

it does not mean everyone that was there the day when 

you saw it is aware of it.  The key to getting things done 

is communication! We need to improve our 

communication skills to be successful.  
 

This year the board has kept busy with trying to get a 

new kitchen installed in the church.  We have 

accomplished a number of repairs to the building and 

grounds, however it seems every time we fix something 

another item needs our attention.  We have tried to have 

a few fix it up, clean it up days and members were not 

volunteering like we have in the past.   
 

We are looking for volunteers to help with the all church 

day for the West Liberty 175th Celebration as well as the 

food stand at the Muscatine county fair.  We did have a 

very successful "Kids against hunger" packaging day on 

June 9th.   

Are you ready and willing to help?  Sign-up sheets and 

projects looking for someone to do them are in the 

fellowship hall. 
 

Sincerely, Dave Baker Board Chair    

 

UPCOMING EVENT! 
It had been previously announced that First Church 

United would be hosting an all-church recognition 
event, as part of West Liberty's year-long 175th 

birthday celebration.  A small committee consisting of 
representatives from six of West Liberty's churches 
has been meeting monthly to plan and assign 

tasks. The celebration, "175 Years of Faith and 
Family", will be held on Sunday, August 11, from 

12:30 - 2:30pm.  Weather permitting, we will 
capitalize on the space available on the east lawn.  

Each church is planning their own historical display.  
Many thanks to Jan Koellner, Marilyn Ruegsegger, 
and Norma Minor for assembling some information 

for First Church United's display! 
 

There will be food and music and friends.  The  

churches have divided up food assignments - you 
should not leave hungry.  Two West Liberty High 

School graduates are returning to their roots to 
perform for the community:  John Ruess and Aaron 

Strumpel.  All of the churches have been "passing a 
can" during worship services in June, to offset band 

member travel expenses. Additional fundraising 
efforts will take place on August 11, throughout the 
afternoon.  If enough funds are raised to pay the band, 

any remaining funds will be donated to CYG to kick-
off their next year of meals and mission. The 

organizing community believes this to be a great way 
to support the future of faith and family in this 

community. 
 

Speaking of CYG, as a community-wide youth group 
they will be involved in the all-church celebration as 
well.  CYG will be selling Kalona ice cream bars on 

the lawn as a fundraiser for their group.  With nearly 
60 regular attendees this past year, it has taken a lot of 

prayer and cash flow to provide nourishment to such 
a large group.  By the time August 11 arrives, students 

will have just returned from the 2013 mission trip and 
plan to share their story with the community, in the 
sanctuary, beginning at 3:00pm. Please stay and listen 

if you are able.  In addition to selling ice cream 
bars, the CYG students plan to host activities for 

children outdoors, and will assist the planning 
committee as needed with set-up and clean-up. 
 

The August 11 celebration is a family event, provides 
an opportunity to learn about the church history of 

the entire community.  Please plan to attend and 
enjoy this opportunity to celebrate the history of First 

Church United as well as other community churches.   
Mark the date on your calendar! 

Church Workers 

July 7nd
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

None needed 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

None needed as communion will be done by 

Intinction 

USHER: Wilkersons 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Bill & Jan Koellner 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke  

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

July 14th 

USHER: Ken Ruegsegger 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Bud Barber & Norma Brooks 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Carolyn Probst 
 

July 21 

Fair Sunday – Worship at 9:00 a.m.  

in the Grove 
 

 



July 28th 

USHER:  Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Marcy Dewar 
 

August 4th 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Keith Barnhart & Ken Noble 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

None needed as communion will be done by 

Intinction 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller  

POWER POINT: Blaine Williams 
 

August 11
th

  

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Tom & Janet Woody 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: The Thrasher Family 
 

August 18th 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Keith Barnhart & Ken Noble 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

None needed as communion will be done by 

Intinction 

USHER: Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Murphy Family 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman  

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

August 25
th

  

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Open 

 

Communion Preparers for August will be  

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

 

 

Birthdays in  

      July 
6

th
 Lisa Newcomb 

8
th

 Levi Larson 

9
th

 Calli Jo Deahr 

10
th

 Kevin Minor 

14
th

 Bill Koellner 

14
th

 Wayne Noring 

15
th

 JoAnne Akers 

19
th

 Matthew Kelly 

20
th

 Rebecca Kober 

23
rd

 Lexi Irwin 

24
th

 Hope Pierce 

25
th

 Corey Herrold 

28
th

 Letha Ottaway 

30
th

 Janet Woody 

30
th

 Cassie Miller 

 

Birthdays in  

   August 
1

st
 Norma Minor 

2
nd

 Montana Herrold 

4
th

 Betty Dean Probst 

5
th

 Marilyn Irey 

5
th

 Ashley Gardenier 

5
th

 Amrita Giri 

7
th

 Aditi Giri 

8
th

 Bob Foor 

8
th

 Mike Gardenier 

14
th

 Courtney Kober 

14
th

 Dakota Herrold 

16
th

 Harrold Stagg 

19
th

 Wilbert Wendt 

23
rd

 Hannah Miller 

24
th

 Mary Pat Brooke 

24
th

 Terri Larson 

25
th

 Lenny Larson 

26
th

 Todd Koellner 

29
th

 Ken Ruegsegger 

30
th

 Tom Woody 

31
st
 Harold Wilkerson 

 

 

 

 

 

6
th

 Curt & Lisa Newcomb 

7
th

 Rob & Brenda Miller 

11
th

 Bud Barber & Norma Brooks 

20
th

 Joe & Dinette Myers 

27
th

 Terry & Chris Kruse 

30
th

 Leon & Mary Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries in August 
1

st
 Darren & Lori Brooke 

14
th

 Walt & Shirley Lehman 

18
th

 Roger & Heidi Morrison 

23
rd

 Keith & Margaret Barnhart 

25
th

 Wilber & Mary Wendt 

26
th

 Mark & Missy Johnson 

27
th

 Joe & JoAnne Akers 

 

 



VBS Registration Form 
First Church United 

 

Child’s Name____________________ Grade in school this fall ____________ 

Child’s Name____________________ Grade in school this fall ____________ 

Child’s Name____________________ Grade in school this fall_____________ 

Child 1’s Birth Date______________ Age_________ Child 2’s Birth Date______________ Age_________ 

Child 3’s Birth Date______________ Age_________ Any known allergies___________________________ 

Parent’s Names______________________________ Best time to contact you_________________________ 

Address_______________________________City_______________________Zip____________________ 

Home phone________________________________ Alternate phone _______________________________ 

Emergency Contact Person and Phone______________________ Home church_______________________ 

Will your child be able to join us in worship as we celebrate VBS on Sunday, August 4?_______________ 

Do we have parent permission to take pictures of your child during VBS activities and use pictures for Church related 

documentation (power point slides, newsletter article, WL Index)? _____ (yes) _____(no) Please sign name to give 

permission. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please fill out the Pre-Registration form above and return it to FCU with a check payable to “VBS” for the $10/child or $25/family  

registration fee!   

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Name __________________________________________ 

 

Allergies_________________________________________ 

 

Reactions_________________________________________ 

 

Family Physician ____________________________________ 

 

Where to take in case of emergency:  Circle 

 

University of Iowa                        Mercy in Iowa City                     Muscatine Hospital 
 

 

 


