
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 Last year at this time, I recall writing about the 

drought we were facing.  This year, we are constantly 

being warned of flash flooding.  Water is both necessary 

and dangerous.  Living things need water on a regular 

basis to sustain life.  Too much or too little and we are 

quickly thrown off balance.   

Flash floods wreak havoc but usually subside 

quickly with no lasting effects other than a mess to clean 

up.  The abundance of water is not even that beneficial 

during flash flooding as it does not get a chance to be 

absorbed into the ground and put to use.  Longer lasting 

floods bring disease, debris, and destruction. 

I am thinking of June of ’08 when our cabin 

flooded and praying it doesn’t happen again.  One bit of 

scripture that I found comforting back then and now is 

Psalm 29.  It assures me that God is in control even if I 

can’t see/feel it.  God’s voice is more powerful than 

thunder, lightning, and even floodwaters; in fact God sits 

enthroned above the floodwaters and gives the people 

peace. 

I am also reminded of the woman at the well with 

Jesus asking for a drink.  He tells her He is the Living 

Water, she can drink from the well but her thirst will 

return.  What He offers will satisfy. 

All of this talk of water just to say, summer is 

here and church attendance will go down.  I get thirsty to 

see some of you and concerned that your spiritual thirst 

is being ignored during the flood of activities that wash 

over us.  So I urge you to be attentive of which events 

are really flash floods with no lasting benefit, which  are 

deluge floods burying the good in their momentum, and 

which serve as a thirst quenching, soul drink of lasting 

freshness.  Take time to sit at the well somewhere with 

Jesus as your companion and listen for the voice of God 

speaking in the midst of any storms you encounter along 

the way. 

See you at the well, 

Pastor Marian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

June 2-Psalm 96 

1 Kings 18:20-21; 30-39 

Gal. 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10 

 

June 9-Psalm 146 

1 Kings 17:8-16 

Gal. 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17 

SPAGHETTI DINNER AND 

K.A.H. packing after worship 

 

June 16-Psalm 5:1-8 

1 Kings 21:1-10 

Gal. 2:15-21; Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

June 23-Psalms 42 and 43 

1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15 

Gal. 3:23-19; Luke 8:26-39 

 

June 30-Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

1 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Gal. 5:1,13-25; Luke 9:51-62 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

May 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

May 5  $3024.00 54 

May 12 $677.00 88 

May 19 $968.00 59 

May 26 $890.00 47 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 
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Howdy, Friends! 
 

 Come to Avalanche Ranch, a wild ride 

through God's Word! 
 

 Get ready for an exciting celebration of 

God's love filled with stampeding cattle, yapping 

cattle dogs, soaring eagles, and a whole herd of 

friends. 
 

 You'll enjoy Bible Crafts and exciting 

games, experience thrilling Bible stories, yummy 

food, and hear unforgettable music.  July 29th-Aug.2 

at FCU.  
 

 Registration forms will be made available 

with the July/August newsletter and through the 

office.   

 

 

 

Music Notes 

 
We should probably think of the summer months 
without choirs as "a healthy break."  It's healthy for 
our enthusiasm, our attitude, even our ability.  In 
fact, it's healthy for the listeners as well.  So while 
the choirs take a break from their rehearsal 
schedule and the Sundays when they're 
responsible for the messages through music, the 
congregation also experiences services with 
different means of supplementing the messages. 
 
There are always opportunities to contribute in 
other ways during the summer.  Many ways!  
Hopefully you'll find ways to stay in touch with our 
church family and feel like you're contributing to 
one of the great causes at the same time.  And, as 
always, we hope that everyone (musicians & 
congregation alike) will enjoy the summer. 
 

 

 
 
 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide 

for future generations. For questions, please 
contact Tom Brooke.   

 

 

 

ADAM’S RIB 

 Arnie and Bob are 

interested in having a table at the 

Picnic in the Park.  They plan to 

smoke some ribs and sell small portions (Adam’s ribs).  

See sign-up sheets if you can help with this in any way. 

 

 

 

To our First Church Family,  

 Thank you all who attended the party 

and shared the special day with us. Please keep 

Jacob in prayer as he undertakes this next chapter 

in his life.  

 

Thank you and God Bless,   

 The Henderson's 

 

 

SYNOD SCHOOL 

 Synod School will be July 21-26.  The theme is 

Belonging to God.  This is a family friendly week of 

worship, classes, art, dance, movies, swimming, fishing, 

and more.  Classes and activities are offered all day for 

all ages with optional choices in the evenings.  It is a 

wonderful time for spiritual growth and renewal in a 

community of love and acceptance.  Brochures on the  

fellowship buffet.  Registration deadline is July 1. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS  

July 29-Aug. 2 



Our Favorite Part of the County Fair! 
 

Don't you just love the fair?  And don't 
you just love our church's food stand at the 
fair?  Sometimes it's easy to forget that it's 
actually a fund raiser and not just fun!  And you 
get a free sandwich, fries, and beverage for 
working.  The benefits of what we earn through 
the food stand help support, at least in part, the 
following: 
  

Camp Wyoming & Christian Conference Center, 
camp scholarships, CYG,  supplemented FCU 
meals & programs, CROP Walk, Week of 
Compassion/One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offerings, other Congregational Life missions, 
and more! 
 

For those who are not going to the fair 
but are willing to work, a concession ticket will 
be available (contact Norma Brooks at 627-
2832), but these tickets are only available for 
the days & times that you work, and they are 
recirculated to other workers who need them for 
their shifts at our stand.  If you plan to stay & 
enjoy the fair, you may purchase a fun pass 
(discounted if in advance) and support the fair 
and our opportunity to hold this fund raiser. 
 

Please either sign up on one of the 
schedule sheets at the church or contact Susie 
Lehman (thomasl@Lcom.net, 627-2458, or 330-
1392).  We need MANY people to sign up for as 
MANY shifts as they possibly can.  It isn't hard 
work!  It just takes a lot of people to keep the 
food ready & the customers served, and 
continue the good reputation our food stand 
has among fair-goers. 
 

We welcome your help, we respect your 
willingness to donate your time, and we look 
forward to the camaraderie of working together 
for a good cause! 
 

Thank you, in advance, for all the shifts 
you are able to work!  THE FAIR STAND IS A 
GREAT WAY TO KEEP OUR CHURCH VISIBLY 
ACTIVE IN THE COMMUNITY AND ACTIVELY 
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY & BEYOND!  We 
hope you'll enjoy contributing to this wonderful 
cause! 
 

 

 

 

Kitchen Update 
 Your kitchen team is still at work and we are 

moving ahead, although things always take more time 

than we wish. We will keep you updated. 

 

Where we are and what needs to be done 
 

1. Final details on official drawing by design person are 

in process now-then engineer stamp 
 

2. City inspector will approve design 
 

3. Final bid from K Morrison 
 

4.Bid will be accepted, negotiated  and a time schedule 

for constructing will be decided 

 

 

 
 
ROAD TRIP  

June’s visit to Oaknoll will be on the 13
th

.  Meet 

at the church at 11 to carpool.  We will share lunch, a 

short bible study, and lots of fellowship. 
 
 

 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

May 6, 2013   

PRESENT:  Marian Hart, Jodi Kelly, Levi Larson, Tom 

Brooke, Bill Koellner, Jan Koellner, Dave Baker, Karen 

Nortman.  Also present, Keith Barnhart, Treasurer. 

Meeting was called to order by President Dave Baker at 

approximately 6:30pm.  Marian opened the meeting with 

a prayer. 

Motion was made by Bill Koellner. Seconded by Tom 

Brooke to approve the Docket as presented.  

Unanimously approved. 

Motion was made by Jodi Kelly, Seconded by Bill 

Koellner to approve the minutes.  Unanimously 

approved. 

Keith gave treasurers report.   Receipts are slightly up.  

Expenses are up also.  $1377 was raised for OGHS.  

Keith will send that amount in.  Last year was $1,520.  

All of the missions have been paid.  Insurance is a little 

high but due to quarterly payments – we are a little 

ahead.  Non pledges are higher than normal – they are 

very close to the actual pledges received.  Discussion 

was made as to maybe having a graph or some wording 

included in the report in the bulletin each week.   Motion 

made by Bill Koellner, Seconded by Syd Harned to 

approve.   Unanimously approved. 



Chair Report:  Storage closet will be cleaned by Marian 

and Dave.  Hoping to get some items to take to WLCF 

for the garage sale (proceeds to CYG). 

Pastors Report.  Jodi Kelly made motion to approve.  

Levi Larson seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

175
th

 Anniversary – Mary Larson has requested 

somebody to take over her position representing this 

church.  No one has volunteered as of this date.  John 

Ruess and Aaron Strumpel have committed to share their 

musical talents as entertainment.  Endowment has 

approved up to $800 for this day, other churches are to 

be giving also.    Dave will follow up with Mary and 

help find a replacement. 

Treasurer Audit was completed by Levi Larson, Joe 

Myers and Keith Barnhart.   

Annual Manse Inspection was completed by Karen 

Nortman.  Everything looks good – no complaints  

Kitchen/Fellowship Hall update:  Refrigerator will be 

ordered soon in hopes to have before fair time.  Rooms 

need to be repurposed sometime before fall.  Current 

store room (soon to be new Board room) will be used as 

a holding tank for new kitchen items.  Store room will be 

cleaned out so we can empty that room.   The designer 

will make some tweeks to current plan and then it will 

go to Ken Morrison for final bidding.  Hoping to have 

some final prices at the end of the month.   It was 

unanimously decided to allow the Kitchen chairs, Larson 

and Koellners, to accept the bids (if agreed upon). 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Received thank you from the van pool (people who 

park here during week).  $75 was deposited into the Use 

of Bldg account. 

WL Elementary School has asked if FCU would be an 

Emergency Evacuation Site.  This was done via email 

and unanimously approved by the Board. 

Summer communion has been done by intinction in the 

past.   Bill Koellner moved that we have communion up 

front for the months of June, July and August.  Syd 

seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

Marian noted that there is an old computer in the office 

that Richard would like to use for parts.  It is NOT being 

used by FCU and is outdated.  Unanimously approved. 

Discussion was made on having each ministry/program 

submit an actual report to the Board each month.  Katie 

will send a reminder out to each committee chair 

instructing them of this in the future. 

NECROLOGY:  Venita Harned, Betty Akers  

 

 

MINISTRY AND PROGRAMS: 

Trustees – are aware that the roof is leaking in 

Sanctuary (behind choir loft),  also leaking in lounge 

area.  Pantry door leaks, several windows leak in that 

wing.   Trustees will contact Ken Morrison.  Also having 

problems with the gutters leaking – possibly being 

undersized.      

Endowment Requests -   $400 requested by Katie & 

Jason Thrasher to send their two boys to Camp 

Wyoming (Fund B).   Mary Larson requested up to $800 

for the all church event in conjunction with WL 175 

Birthday (Fund C).  Arnie Hart requested $1000 for help 

with mission trip to Brazil (Fund B).  Marian Hart 

requested $1000 for help with mission trip to Brazil 

(Fund B).  Marian Hart requested up to $500 for 

materials needed for building platforms for community 

gardens – a partnership with local FFA (Fund C).   Syd 

moved, Karen seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

Jodi Kelly made motion to adjourn.  Syd seconded.   

 

Unanimously approved. 

Closed in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

 A time of fellowship 

around the tables after worship 

will be held on Sunday, June 9. 

‘Chefs’ Arnie and Bob will 

prepare a meal for us including spaghetti, salad, and 

desserts.  Please plan to join us.  We will also do a 

service project during that time.  The Kids Against 

Hunger packaging lines will be set up so we can use up 

the product we have on hand and get it shipped, making 

room to repurpose the room currently used as a store 

room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Church Workers 

June 2nd
 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Leon Larson & Wayne Noring 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

None needed as communion will be done by 

Intinction 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ron Brown & Marilyn Irey 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller  

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 
 

June 9th 

USHER: Tom Brooke   

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Harold & Evelyn Wilkerson 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: The Thrasher Family 
 

June 16th 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Leon Larson & Wayne Noring 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

None needed as communion will be done by 

Intinction 

USHER: The Wilkersons 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Norma Brooks & Bud Barber 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman  

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

June 23rd 

USHER:  Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Evelyn Evans & Betty Burton 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Levi Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
June 30th 

USHER:  The Wilkersons 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 

 

Communion Preparer will be Marian Hart.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in  

      June 
4

th
 Audrey Noring 

6
th

 Joel Murphy 

6
th

 Courtney Wendt 

8
th

 Jodi Kelly 

10
th

 Charles Brooke 

11
th

 Walt Lehman 

11
th

 Katherine Willson 

13
th

 Dustin Noble 

13
th

 Lisa Murphy 

14
th

 Linda Minor 

15
th

 Jill Koellner 

17
th

 Katie Thrasher 

18
th

 Ella May Hambright 

19
th

 Dean Phelps 

24
th

 Brent Benge 

27
th

 Brian Benge 

27
th

 Vince Ottaway 

27
th

 Brandon Harned 

30
th

 June Phelps 

 

2
nd

 Ken & Linda Minor 

7
th

 Bob & Linda Foor 

15
th

 Randy & Sandy Henderson 

15
th

 Ken & Brenda Wright 

18
th

 Vince & Letha Ottaway 

20
th

 Gary & Joyce Hahn 

22
nd

 Tom & Susan Lehman 

23
rd

 James & Jeni Laughlin 

24
th

 Joel & Lisa Murphy 

25
th

 Kurt & Jessi Simon 

30
th

 Blaine & Jodi Kelly 

 

 


