
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 There is evidence this morning that we are 

planting here at First Church United.  New flowers are in 

the bell tower.  Sidewalk art tells all who enter that 

“Jesus Loves Us All.”  Bob D. just pulled away after 

tilling up the Harts’ garden.  The newsletter will 

announce events and opportunities for all ages.   

 Seeds of faith are growing in our youth as they 

learn in Sunday school, CYG, from sermons (hopefully) 

our church camps, and by our adults’ examples of 

service to others.  Some will produce ‘good fruit’ by 

participating in a mission trip. 

 School year programs will be winding down as 

summer activities begin.  First Church United intends to 

partner with Zach Morris, the FFA teacher on some 

community garden projects, offering those without space 

a chance to grow some of their own food. 

 Seeds of caring were planted at our Board retreat 

with some ideas for Fall workshops covering a variety of 

topics.   

 Soon our building will change as we construct 

our new kitchen and repurpose several classrooms.  This 

will allow our ministry possibilities to grow.     

 What about you?  What have you planted, 

watered, fertilized, pruned, transplanted, repotted? 

What growth, fruit, harvest are you looking forward to?  

What new growth would you like to be a part of?  Let us 

continue to look for ways to grow and work together as a 

spiritual co-op, if you will.  

 In His name, 

 Pastor Marian 

 

P.S. Has anyone read 1 Peter yet?  I need a conversation 

partner.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

May 5 

Acts 16:9-15 

Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5 

John 5:1-9 
 

May 12 

John 17:20-26 

Acts 16:16-34 

Honoring grads and mothers 
 

May 19 

Gen. 11:1-9 

1 Cor. 13; Acts 2:1-21 

1 Kings 19:12-13 

Pentecost 

 

May 26 

Prov. 8:1-2, 22-31 

Psalm 8 

John 16:12-15 

Trinity Sunday 

CHURCH RECORD 

April 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

April 7  $6357.00 NA 

April 14 $2083.00 54 

April 21 $932.00 52 

April 28 $1852.00 60 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 

May 2013   



 
CYG has officially completed another successful 

year!    

Our attendance was a little low this month, but 

was expected.   April is often difficult for CYG because 

of all of the sports activities that are in full gear for 

Spring.   

We ended the year by gathering food for our 

local Food Pantry.  We are very proud to mention that 

Jodi and Emily’s cube collected the most food!   

YAAAAY GOD!   We also honored our Seniors – only 

one this year (therefore, we anticipate ANOTHER big 

group for next year!) and had our annual No Talent 

Talent Show – always very entertaining. 

On Sunday, April 21
st
 the CYG youth and leaders 

were invited to attend Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

for their CYG Celebration Event.   The CYG band was 

there and we had a large number of CYGers and their 

families in attendance.   We have been trying to 

introduce the youth to several churches so that they are 

aware of the different traditions and worship services. 

By the time this Newsletter is printed, we will 

have hosted our Annual Trivia Night.   This fundraiser 

has always been well attended and is a major part of our 

funding for next falls start up costs.   The Trivia Night 

raised $1132.00!  

We thank everybody at First Church United for 

the continued support of CYG.   We truly appreciate that 

the church is made available to us for our weekly 

worship and also thankful the financial support we 

receive from the Endowment and individual members.    

Without First Church United, our youth group wouldn’t 

be possible. 

 

 

Music Notes 

 
Can it possibly be May???  Where does the time 
go?  Another year, another end to a school year, 
another graduating class, another Mother's Day 
(and for some, a first).  How divinely appropriate 
that these words are often sung in the month of 
May:  "May the road rise to meet you, may the wind 
be at your back, ..... and until we meet again, may 
God hold you in the palm of his hand." 

 

As we wish mothers well, congratulate our 
graduates (and their parents and teachers), and 
help them all to look forward to an amazing future 
in God's world, may all of you, too, feel blessed by 
our messages through music! 
 

Wed., May 1 - Chime Choir, 6:50 to 7:25 (last rehearsal) 
Cookies for Choirs, 6:25 to 7:45 

Chancel Choir, 7:45 to 8:30 
Sun., May 5 - CHIME CHOIR 

Wed., May 8 - Chancel Choir, 7:30 to 8:00 (last 
rehearsal) 

Sun., May 12 [Mother's Day / Senior Recognition 
Sunday) - CHANCEL CHOIR 

Wed., May 15 - (Baccalaureate - No Choirs) 
Sun., May 19 - WORSHIP TEAM 

Wed., May 22 - No Choirs 
Sun., May 26 - Special Music 

Wed., May 29 - No Choirs 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide 

for future generations. For questions, please 
contact Tom Brooke.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for doing the meals in April, 

our birthday & Anniversary table at the 

meal site.   

We appreciate you doing it.  

The table always looks nice.   

 

“Thanks” again, 

Friends from West Liberty meal site 

 

CYG News 
 

I want to thank my church family for all the 
prayers, cards, hugs, & kind words you have 

given me these past weeks.  It has been, & still 
is, a difficult time for me but the support from 

all of you has been a great comfort to me.  You 
are a wonderful caring & giving church family. 
   Shirley Sterner 



The Virgil and Venita Harned family would 

like to thank our FCU family for such 
wonderful support and warm caring at the 

time of our recent loss. 

 
Donna and Jim Stagg and family 

Ken and Syd Harned and family 

Linda and Lyle Buline and family 
 

KIDS W.O.W. 

All kids (through 5
th

 grade) are welcome May 8
th

 

from 4:30-6:00.  Join your friends for fun, fellowship 

and dinner.   
 

FAIR STAND MEETING 

 All who take part in the planning for the Fair 

Stand are invited to meet Sunday May 5
th

 after worship.  

We need to touch base with sub-committees and start 

preparing for this year’s Fair.  You are welcome to join 

us if you have suggestions, constructive criticism, or a 

hankering to help. 
 

BACCALAUREATE 

 Baccalaureate Service for 2013 graduates will be 

held at St. Mary’s Church in Nichols at 7 pm on May 

15
th

.  All graduating high school students are encouraged 

to attend.  The public is welcome as we gather to bless 

these young folks entering the next phase of their lives.  
 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  

 We will host the National Day of Prayer again 

this year on Thursday, May 2.  A light meal will be 

served at 6:30 followed by a prayer service.  Areas of 

prayer will include family and friends; the Church; 

education; community; and state and national 

government.  The public is invited. 
 

BUILDING BLITZ 

 It is not too late to sign up and join Pastor Marian 

at the Christian Conference Center in their Building Blitz 

over Memorial Weekend.  Marian will be going to the 

Camp Friday night and staying there to get up and work 

first thing in the morning.  Call Jan Koellner or the 

church office to sign up and/or arrange carpooling. 
 

SYNOD SCHOOL 

 Synod School will be July 21-26.  The theme is 

Belonging to God.  This is a family friendly week of 

worship, classes, art, dance, movies, swimming, fishing, 

and more.  Classes and activities are offered all day for 

all ages with optional choices in the evenings.  It is a 

wonderful time for spiritual growth and renewal in a 

community of love and acceptance.  Brochures on the  

fellowship buffet.  Registration deadline is July 1. 
 

History and Hosting 

In conjunction with West Liberty's year-long 

celebration of it's 175 year history, there will be an 

August event featuring West Liberty's churches.  On 

Sunday, August 11, First Church United will host "175 

Years of Faith and Family", from 12:30-2:30pm.  A 

committee of representatives from each of West 

Liberty's churches have been meeting to begin planning 

for the event. 

There will be food, musical entertainment, and 

historical displays by each church.  Former 

pastors/priests have been invited to attend and mingle 

with the community again.  CYG is going to participate 

as well.  It should be a great afternoon gathering.  Put it 

on your calendar and plan to attend. 
  

Mary Larson, as past Chairman of the Board, has 

been representing First Church United at the planning 

meetings.  She has a conflict and cannot attend the next 

planning meeting in June, and has both business and 

personal travel scheduled for August.  Mary would like 

someone else to step in and take over as the church's 

representative to the planning committee.  Please 

contact her after a church service or call Mary at home, 

319.627.4056 and let her know you can help out! It 

would be greatly apprecicated.  
 

Kitchen Update 
As reported previously, adding new square 

footage to the church requires matching commercial 

building code requirements that we cannot afford.  So 

many people have shown their financial support for this 

project that the committee did not deter from finding 

another space.  A portion of the east classroom wing has 

been designated as the new probable location for a 

kitchen.  After several hours of meetings and 

consultations, a preliminary plan is taking shape that is 

likely to be even more rewarding than the former 

courtyard space.  A new design should be ready to 

display in May. New estimates will be generated and that 

should lead to planning a “Start" date.  
 

If you pledged to the kitchen project, and have 

not yet sent in your 2013 portion of the pledge, this 

would be a very good time to do so.  Enthusiasm 

remains high that before 2013 comes to a close, First 

Church United will have its new kitchen, fully equipped 

and ready to use, with convenient storage space, and 

enough elbow room to allow many happy hands and 

hearts working together, doing God's work.   

 



 
 
ROAD TRIP  

Our May road trip to Oaknoll will be Thursday 

the 9
th

.  Meet at the church to carpool at 11.  We will eat, 

study, and visit together.  All are invited to join us. 
 
 

Board Chair Report 
Greetings to the church family: 
 

The kitchen plans are moving ahead.  As we look to 

repurpose the rooms in our building the key seems to be 

the storage area in the fellowship hall.  If we get the 

kitchen items out of this room we have room to clean the 

other rooms that need to be cleaned out so we can use 

them for classrooms.  On one hand there is no pressure 

to get this done. On the other hand the city wide garage 

sale is coming up on May 11 and offers us an 

opportunity to clean out these areas and send unwanted 

items over to the Christian Fellowship church since they 

are participating in the 

city wide garage sale with the proceeds going to CYG 

for their mission trip. 

Cleaning out our building as soon as possible would go a 

long way to helping our kitchen committee and the youth 

of this community.  I would suggest another work time 

May 1 to May 9 so we can get things over to the 

Christian Fellowship church in time to be priced for the 

sale on Saturday, May 11. 
 

Dave Baker, Board Chair 2013 
 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

April 4, 2013   

The Official Board meeting was called to order by Chair 

Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Bill Koellner, Jodi 

Kelly, Tom Brooke, Karen Nortman, Tom Probst, Jan 

McCrabb, Levi Larson, Pastor Marian Hart, and 

Treasurer Keith Barnhart. Syd Harned was not able to 

attend.   

Devotion – Matthew 5 

Approval of Docket : as amended 1
st
 Bill K 2

nd
 Levi L.  

unanimously approved by Board.   

Approval of Minutes: both March Official Board 

meeting minutes and Special Board Meeting minutes 

were approved 1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Bill K.  

Treasurer’s Report:   
Keith Barnhart gave the Treasurer’s report. All bills 

paid.  Missions paid.  Borrowed $1500 from Savings to 

cover expenses for February.  March was in much better 

financial shape.   

 How to best let the congregation know about the 

budget numbers and lack of funds with info in the 

bulletins and newsletter was discussed.   

 Money from March 21
st
 Ribfest $929.00, kitchen 

fund donation of $100 and Ryan Trust Check of $25,000 

were added to Kitchen Fund.   
 

Starting of month balance   $ 655.10 

Receipts     $ 37,443.57 

Subtotal     $ 38,098.67 

Disbursements      $ 37,069.07 

Ending Balance    $ 1,029.60 

  Board checking balance $996.60 

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report 1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 

Levi L.  unanimously approved by the Board. 
 

Chairs Report:  

 Repurposing rooms of church to accommodate 

kitchen plan discussed.  Space needs for CYG, and 

storage space for Fair Stand, KAH, and musical 

instruments discussed.   

 Dave B. would like Board to consider looking 

around for items to donate to sell at the May 11
th

 City 

Wide Garage Sale.  This would allow for church to be 

cleaned up/out and make room for spaces to be 

repurposed.   

 Norma M., Jan K. and Marian H will be going 

through and organizing the C.E. Directors room soon.   

  Jodi K. suggested FCU donate all items set aside 

to sell to WLCF who is having a yard sale May 11
th

 as 

part of City Wide Garage Sale where all proceeds will go 

towards CYG.  It was agreed a committee will organize 

items to sell at WLCF.   

 Dave B., Jodi K., and Marian H. will go through 

Fellowship Hall closet on April 15
th

 to organize.   
 

Pastor’s Report: move to approve both Pastor’s report 

and proposed vacation time 1
st
 Tom B. 2

nd
 Karen N.  

unanimously approved by the Board.   

Old Business: 

175
th

 Anniversary Report: Marian reports that 

Mark Heckman has offered 10 acres of his land to plant 

sweet corn if we decide to have a sweet corn feed.   

Levi L. reports that Aaron Strumpel and John Rusche are 

possibilities for musical performers but nothing has been 

confirmed.   

 Website Update: We are live!  www.fcuwl.org 

 Treasurer’s Audit: Pending – not completed at 

this time.   

 Annual Manse Inspection: non completed yet.  

Karen & Butch Nortman will do the inspection later this 

month.  Soffit has been fixed.  Marian is thinking of 

painting some of the inside.   



 Kitchen: Kristina McGruder will be coming this 

Sunday morning to take measurements.   
 

New Business:  

 No Guns Allowed signs: Decision stands as it is.   

 Correspondence: CYG Thank you note to Board.   
  

Ministry Reports:   

 Generosity Team – looking for a date to meet to 

discuss pledges and talk about the needs of the church.  

They are going to remodel the way they are speaking 

about giving.   

 Congregational Life – Meeting on the 15
th

 to plan 

summer fellowship.   

 Necrology – Virgil Harned - April 4
th

 2013, Ed 

Kline - March 27
th

 (non-member) 

 Trustees – Food Pantry door fixed.  Rocks from 

the courtyard have been moved to the barn by the West 

Liberty depot.   

 Worship Team – Meeting next Tuesday to plan 

for the 21
st
.   

 Deacons – will meet April 14
th

.   
  

Motion to adjourn  1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Tom B. unanimously 

approved.   

Prayer concerns shared   

Closing Prayer 

Church Workers 

May 5
th 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Bob Dewar 2) Mark Johnson  

3) Melissa Johnson 4) Vince Ottaway  

5) Letha Ottaway 6) Brenda Miller 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller  

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

May 12
th

  

USHER: Tom Brooke   

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Nat Williams, Cailyn Williams, 

Jacob Henderson 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

 

May 19
th

   

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Noble & Keith Barnhart 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Bob Dewar 2) Mark Johnson  

3) Melissa Johnson 4) Vince Ottaway  

5) Letha Ottaway 6) Brenda Miller 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Norma Brooks & Bud Barber 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke  

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 
 

May 26
th

  

USHER:  Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Keith & Margaret Barnhart 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Levi Larson 
 

Communion Preparer’s are Evelyn Evans & 

Shirley Sterner 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in  

      May 
2

nd
 Leona Dewar 

4
th

 Jennifer Herrold 

10
th

 Mike Phelps 

10
th

 Joyce Hahn 

10
th

 Katlyn Skubal 

11
th

 Blaine Kelly 

11
th

 Arnie Hart 

12
th

 Adeep Giri 

15
th

 Jan Koellner 

15
th

 Brad Akers 

18
th

 Zach Irwin 

19
th

 Pat Nortman 

21
st
 Leland Kober 

22
nd

 Blaine Williams 

23
rd

 Ryan Deahr 

27
th

 Andy Nortman 

27
th

 Marian Hart 

29
th

 Betty Burton 

Anniversaries in 

May 
7

th
 Filmore & Marjory Melick 

19
th

 Scott & Angie Brooke 

27
th

 Tom & Janet Woody 

27
th

 Jason & Katie Thrasher 


