
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 Whenever possible, Arnie and I gather with some 

of my cousins, aunts, and uncles for supper each month.  

Last month, the restaurant had a live musician who softly 

sang and played guitar the whole time we were there.  

Several of our party tipped him before we left.  He asked 

us what we were celebrating.  My cousin answered, 

“Nothing.  We just do this every month.” 

 Every time we go to the ‘cousins dinner’ I am 

aware it could be the last time I see them.  I agree with 

our musician who said, “Every family should do that 

instead of waiting for a wedding or a funeral.” 

 This happened to be Maundy Thursday and I had 

been stifling guilt for not being at church.  It made me 

think, though, about Jesus and his choice of where to be 

and what to be doing ‘before it was too late.’  He 

gathered with his closest friends to share a meal, to teach 

them some last minute important lessons and show them 

one more way to love each other.  He did not exclude 

anyone from the meal or the footwashing; not Peter who 

would deny him and not Judas who would betray him. 

 Our final Lenten study on compassion wrapped 

up with having Jesus strip down to the ‘underwear’ of 

faith to become a servant.  Shortly after, he was stripped 

of his dignity through his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.   

His forgiveness and resurrection does not exclude 

anyone either.  Isn’t it amazing?  No matter what, our 

Savior has compassion on us.  Have you said thank you 

today?  Where, how, and on whom can you practice 

Christ-like compassion?  Check out Col. 3:1-17 for 

Paul’s comments on compassion. 

 Following Him into the world, 

 

 Pastor Marian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN ED NEWS 
In Sunday school we are finishing up on learning 

about Easter, we will change our Lenten tree to our 

Easter tree. This month we will learn about the different 

symbols of spring and what they mean to Jesus.   

Kids W.O.W will be on Wednesday, April 24
th

 

from 4:30 – 6:00.    

Thanks, Norma Minor, C.E. Director 

CHURCH RECORD 

March 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

March 3  $1390.00 60 

March 10 $1940.00 69 

March 17 $1400.00 67 

March 24 $1081.00 88 

March 31 $4214.00 39, 83 

Week of Compassion/One Great Hour of Sharing 

$1260.00 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 
April 2013   
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As many of you know, CYG recently put out a 

plea asking for additional funds to help cover the costs of 

our upcoming mission trip and also for our weekly 

expenses of feeding the 40-60 kids we serve each week.   

First Church United, as well as the rest of the 

community, came to our rescue by donating funds.   

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.   Because of these 

many and generous donations, we now have enough 

money to pay for CYG’s portion (half the cost) of those 

who will travel to Chicago this summer for our work 

trip.   We feel blessed to live in a community that value 

their youth and ALWAYS support them! 

CYG has been very busy during the month of 

March.   Along with our lessons on the Parables, we also 

had our annual Tribe Games.   This is an evening where 

we divide into teams or Tribes from a poverty stricken 

country.   We learn about the country and the problems 

they face.  We play different games associated with these 

challenges.   Our meal that evening is a small amount of 

rice and beans. 

We also hosted guest speakers in March.   Steve 

Yagla and his daughter came once again this year to talk 

about their recent mission trip to Haiti.   We also had 

Auriel Lure come and speak to the youth about his 

experiences and how Jesus Christ has changed his life. 

On Saturday, March 23
rd

 CYG held it’s first 

annual All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast at the 

Community Center.  The menu included not only 

pancakes, but sausage links, scrambled eggs, biscuits and 

homemade gravy, milk, juice and coffee.   This breakfast 

was open to the public and made and served by the CYG 

youth.   We were able to get all of the food and supplies 

for the breakfast donated so everything we received went 

directly to CYG.   Thanks to the generosity of 

community members, we were able to raise over $2,300. 

We have just a few more Sundays that CYG 

meets and we will end our spring semester by hosting 

our annual Trivia Night on Sunday, April 28
th

 at St. 

Joseph’s Hall.   This is a fundraiser that has always been 

popular.   The cost is $10/person and teams are limited to 

8 people.   We would really like to have a Trivia Team 

(or two or three) from First Church United.   Gather your 

friends and family and join us at 5:00 on April 28
th

. 

 

Music Notes 

 

"How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place."  It isn't just the 
title of a new anthem we'll share during the month of 
April.  It's also a commentary on the loveliness of the 

natural world God has created for us. 
What a glorious time to appreciate it!  During April, 

we'll also share a piece called "Ribaltimento," 
which translates to something that is overturned, 

reversed, or even capsized.  Could that relate to 
reversing the weather (from cold to warm) or maybe 
overturning the earth as we, in the Midwest, prepare 

our gardens and our fields? 
 

January / New Year's may be a time of new 

beginnings philosophically and emotionally.  But in 

our corner of the world, April brings with it another 

opportunity for new beginnings.  And that new growth 
and fresh, colorful "birth of earth" can be so inspiring!  
Our desire is that our music will reflect that 

inspiration, enjoyment, and praise for the wonders 
we've so lovingly been given! 
 

It cannot be overlooked that this year, April 1 is the 
day after Easter.  What greater new beginning could 
there be?!  We look forward to celebrating all of this 

through our music of praise! 
 

 April 3 - 6:50 to 7:30, Chime Choir 

7:30 to 8:30, Chancel Choir 

April 7 - MARIAN'S CHOICE 
April 10 - (same as April 3) 

April 14 - CHIME CHOIR 
April 17 - (same as April 3) 

April 21 - WORSHIP TEAM 
April 24 - (same as April 3) 

April 28 - CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

Board Chair Report 
Greetings to the church family: 
 

There was a major change in the kitchen project this 
past month.  At first it was shocking and unsettling, 

but now that we have taken some time to reflect and 
ponder the change, it looks like nothing but good will 

come of it. There are a number of projects around the 
church that members can volunteer to do.  A list has 
been placed in the fellowship hall along with the sign-

up sheets for ushers, greeters, and other things.  
Painters are most welcome.  We have the paint to 

touch up the door jambs throughout the building.  
With this talk of repurposing rooms and moving 

classrooms to accommodate the kitchen move there is 

CYG News 
 



a lot of sorting and cleaning to do.  Let God guide 
you to pitch in and make the building more open and 

welcoming.   
Dave Baker, Board Chair 2013 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  The 
church benefits from gifts that provide 

for future generations. For questions, please 
contact Tom Brooke. 

 

 

 

ROAD TRIP  
April’s visit, lunch and study with Oaknoll ladies 

will be Wed. the 10
th

.  Anyone interested in going with 

us may meet at the church at 11 to carpool.   

 

LECTIONARY 

 

April 7- Psalm 150 

Rev. 1:4-8; John 20:19-31 

 

April 14-Psalm 30 

Acts 9: 1-6(7-20) 

Rev. 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

 

April 21-Psalm 23 

Acts 9:36-43 

Rev. 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

Guest preacher-Linda Foor 

 

April 28-Psalm 148 

Acts 11:1-18 

Rev. 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

 

Check out the new website……. 

www.fcuwl.org 
First Church United has been working on 

updating our current website.   We have been working 

with Ethan Anderson of Big Imprint Design here in West 

Liberty.   Ethan used the information that we provided 

him to come up with a new, easy-to-use design.    

Hopefully by the time this newsletter is published, the 

new site will be up and running.   We encourage 

everybody to check it out!      

The new website will have the church calendar, 

access to the current newsletters, office hours, upcoming 

events, directors to our church along with many other 

things!  There will also be links to both denominations 

and church camps.   

We are hopeful that this updated website will be 

a go-to source for our church family along with visitors 

and people new to our community who might be looking 

for a new church home. 

 

Deacon’s Meeting –  

April 14
th

 after the service. 
 

Church Camp information is 

available now.  Don’t wait to 

register!  Information is in the 

Fellowship Hall.   
 

 

Do You Want to be Part of a One Day 

Mission Work Group? 
 

The Christian Church camp at Newton has an awesome 

renovation planned-6 year- round cabins, new swimming 

pool, new worship center and chapel.  They are using a 

build together habitat style with volunteer groups.  They 

are building only as the money comes in with no loans, 

no debt.   If you would like to go with a group from First 

Church United for a one day work session, contact Jan 

Koellner who will help organize.  This will probably be 

a Saturday in April or May, so check your schedule and 

be a part of an awesome project.  This Youth Ministry 

lays a terrific foundation for building His Kingdom! 

 

 

Welcome Table 
This season’s Saturday meal ministry has come to an 

end.  We offered a hot meal free of charge each week 

beginning Dec. 1 and ending the day before Easter.  

Total number of meals served was 371, plus 18 carry 

outs.  Many thanks to those who helped prepare, serve, 

or clean up and to those who gave support monetarily.  

The folks who come expressed their deep appreciation 

for the chance to have the meal and the fellowship. 

 

 

 

http://www.fcuwl.org/


OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

March 3, 2013   

The Official Board meeting was called to order by Chair 

Dave Baker.  In attendance were:  Bill Koellner, Jodi 

Kelly, Tom Brooke, Karen Nortman, Tom Probst, Pastor 

Marian Hart, and Treasurer Keith Barnhart. Those not in 

attendance were Syd Harned, Levi Larson and Jan 

McCrabb.   

Call to Worshipful Work – read Luke 10:1, 2 

Treasurer’s Report:  No Treasurer’s report.   

Approval of Minutes:  Approved 1
st 

Jodi K. and 2
nd 

Tom P. unanimously approved by the Board. 
 

Ongoing Actions: 

 -$25,000 from Ryan Trust should be arriving this 

week.  That will put us at around $110,000.    

 -Brad Akers and Ken Morrison will both turn in 

bids for kitchen expansion soon then kitchen committee 

will meet, then construction can start.   

 -Tom P. met with Ken Morrison about roof 

recently.  Tom P. also met with Kessler Electric who 

gave suggestions for LED lighting for choir loft.  Kessler 

offered to rebuild hanging lights in Sanctuary with 

L.E.D. that would enable us to have brighter lighting and 

possibly dimming abilities.  Cost would be minimum 

$600/light.  This could be a winter project for Kessler.   

 - Projectors may need to be upgraded.  Tom B.  

will research projector information.   

 - Dave B. would like Church building need 

spreadsheet to be available to people with hopes some 

may be able to help complete projects listed.  New 

projects to be added to list: lights in Board room, replace 

sidewalk area (this may be taken care of when kitchen 

expansion project occurs).   

 -Church software for worship services: Board 

asks Marian and Katie to research church related 

software.   

 -Mower- Tom B. will remind Tom Woody to 

update/prep mower before mowing season begins.   

 -Rib Night- successful second Rib Night.  

Outcome was more proceeds than first rib night (didn’t 

need to pay for as many supplies for 2
nd

 rib night).   
 

New Actions: 

 -Spring Work Week – 2
nd

 week of April.  List of 

jobs/chores needed to be done will be provided  for 

people to check off as jobs get done.   

CYG has already said they would wash windows to help 

pay for Mission Trip (organized with Koellners).   

 -Landscaping needs to be looked at – Bill K. will 

chair. 

 -Motion to support Community Gardens project – 

F.F.A. may be able to assist.  Marian will contact Zach 

Morris with F.F.A. 1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 Tom B. unanimously 

approved by Board.   
  

What’s Happenin’? 

 -CYG is going strong – gearing up for Pancake 

breakfast and Trivia Night.  Parents and Churches have 

been great with offering donations to help.  Letter to 

community businesses went out asking for help as well.   

 - Sunday school – Norma is doing great.  

W.O.W. was a success last Wednesday.  The kids made 

bunnies to sell.  The proceeds will go to CYG.   

 -Congregational Life – Last Rib Night of this 

year is on March 21
st
.  There will also be an Easter 

Brunch.  Both events have sign-up sheets for volunteers 

or supplies in Fellowship Hall.   

 -Worship Team – planning for next Sunday’s 

Skermon. CYG band will play during service as well.   

 -Generosity Team – Minute for Mission each 

Sunday this month.  Jan K. is heading up committee to 

organize a group for a mini-mission trip to renovate 

camps. -Trustees: Grief Construction needs to be 

reminded of our busy times so the lot can be plowed and 

ready for those times.   
 

Next Board meeting April 4
th

 at 6:30p.m. 

Closing prayer- hymn #601 read aloud.   

 

Special Board Meeting 
Sunday, March 17, 2013 
 

PRESENT:  Pastor Marian Hart, Dave Baker, Levi 

Larson, Bill Koellner, Tom Probst, Syd Harned, Karen 

Nortman and Jodi Kelly. 

Dave Baker called the meeting to order at approximately 

3:05pm 

The Board met with the Kitchen Committee to discuss 

recent information concerning the pending kitchen 

expansion project.   After the committee chairpersons 

met with the Inspector, it was determined that the plans 

provided by Stewart Construction (built original church 

building) were not drawn to Code.  If we were to begin 

construction using the plans provided by Stewart, we 

would be forced to bring our entire church building up to 

the current Code.  This would include adding a sprinkler 

system to the entire building and also a fire monitoring 

system.   This cost alone was estimated to cost over 

$200,000. There were several other items that were not 

to Code.   The Committee also contacted local 

contractors, Brad Akers and Ken Morrison for their 

opinions and estimates.   Brad Akers met with the 



Committee but, due to his schedule, declined the project.  

Ken Morrison has agreed to bid the project.   The kitchen 

committee, with recommendations from Ken Morrison, 

began looking at re-purposing existing space within the 

current walls of the church building.   After much 

discussion by both the kitchen committee and Board 

members, Jodi Kelly made a motion to have Ken 

Morrison begin pricing a kitchen using existing space in 

the second Sunday school wing.  The motion included 

re-purposing other rooms in the church, including the 

existing kitchen.   Motion was seconded by Karen 

Nortman.   Motion carried unanimously. 

We also discussed the projectors and computers in the 

Sanctuary.  The current projectors (2,200 lumens) were 

donated by Tom & Mary Pat Brooke almost 13 years 

ago.  The life expectancy of these projectors is about 7 

years.  We have been having problems with one 

projector and the computer.   No parts are available for 

the current projectors as they are so old.   Tom contacted 

the distributor who provided the current projectors and 

the cost to replace (new 6,000 lumens) is approximately 

$10,000 for both the projectors.   This is significantly 

lower than the cost of the original projectors.   The 

computer and software issues seem to be more pressing.  

Marian’s son, Richard, spent numerous hours this past 

weekend to get the computer working for Sunday’s 

service.  Bill Koellner made a motion to have Richard 

research purchasing a new computer and software for the 

sanctuary.   If the cost of such upgrade is $500 or less, 

the Board gives approval for said purchase.   Motion was 

seconded by Karen Nortman.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:45 pm. 
 

Kitchen Expansion Update 
 The Christian life is not problem free. God 

wants us to grow as we walk with Him, and so, we shall.  

 The kitchen expansion project received an 

upsetting piece of news.  We were not adequately 

advised about the newest code for fire suppression 

system requirements. An addition to the building that 

goes outside of existing walls causes First Church United 

to bring the entire building up to the most recent Iowa 

code requirements.  Installation of a full water sprinkler 

system and a fully electronic fire alarm system 

throughout the entire structure is an excessive expense. 

The building inspector suggested we consider an 

alternate option for the project that stays within the 

walls, and so we took that growing experience and 

started a new walk with Him.  

 After recovering from the shock and  

disappointment, we immediately began to look forward - 

to another solution that would till serve the church well. 

We considered expanding into the Board Room, but 

quickly learned that the narrower width of that space 

would continue to pose a traffic flow problem and worse, 

we could not resolve the kitchen plumbing back-up 

issues that have been plaguing us for years. One space 

that currently appears to be perfectly suited to support a 

kitchen, within the confines of our existing walls, is the 

classroom space in the east wing. With the Board's 

approval, the kitchen committee is going to explore 

moving the kitchen to the east wing. There are a number 

of benefits to doing so: reduced construction costs, we 

can tie in to existing utility services, we can still create 

better access for delivery of goods, and the  

noise/heat/bustle of activity of a well-used kitchen is 

moved slightly away from the main welcoming entrance 

and the classrooms. This is striking news, but please give 

prayerful thought to the approach. Your kitchen team is 

committed to finding a suitable solution that does not 

increase the project budget at all. We believe it can be 

done! 

 Placing the kitchen in the east wing means we 

must be diligent in re-purposing other space so we still 

have adequate classrooms. The Board realizes that we 

must collectively anticipate another round of house-

cleaning to take place this summer. Our church doors are 

opened to many community groups and events and we 

remain mindful of how best to serve. We will need to 

look into closed classroom doors, cabinets and 

cupboards, and better organize our wonderful space. We 

will re-purpose wherever we can. In fact, a number of 

people already believe the new kitchen space, when 

completed, will allow us to re-purpose the old kitchen 

space into a class or meeting room. We believe it can be 

done! 

 Today's message has been intended to be as 

open and honest with all of you, our friends, our fellow 

parishioners, and our donors, as we can possibly be at 

this point. We will be exploring the kitchen project from 

the east wing perspective in the next few weeks, and we 

will update you on the project when more is known. 

Please feel free to direct your questions to the Koellner's 

or the Larson's as they arise. We continue to value all of 

the energy, ideation, and input that has been shown 

toward this project. Indeed, the Christian life is not 

problem free. 
 

Mary and Leon Larson 

Jan and Bill Koellner 

Kitchen Committee Co-Chairs  

 

 



Church Workers 

April 7
th
  

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Gary Hahn 2) Dinette Myers  

3) Joe Myers 4) Levi Larson  

5) Shirley Sterner 6) Susie Lehman 

USHER: Kyle Miller & Matt Kelly  

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

The Mark Johnson Family 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman  

POWER POINT: Jason & Chance Thrasher 

 

April 14
th
 

USHER: Joe Myers   

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

 Gary & Joyce Hahn 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 

 

April 21
st
  

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Mary Larson & Jan Koellner 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Gary Hahn 2) Dinette Myers  

3) Joe Myers 4) Levi Larson  

5) Shirley Sterner 6) Susie Lehman 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Tom & Janet Woody 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke  

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 

 

April 28
th
  

USHER:  Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

George Barber & Norma Brooks 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in April 
1

st 
Dustin Brooks 

4
th

 Emily Morrison 

5
th

 Brad Sterner 

7
th

 Betty Akers 

12
th

 Ida Conklin 

13
th

 Kyle Miller 

15
th

 Lucas Williams 

19
th

 Cailyn Williams 

19
th

 Nathaniel Williams 

19
th

 Brady Laughlin 

21
st
 Pat Webb 

22
nd

 Tenley Murphy 

22
nd

 Gabriel Gardenier 

28
th

 Mike Morrison 

29
th

 Jo Noble 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries in April 
22

nd 
Dean & Marianne Phelps 

26
th
 Ken & Jo Noble 

28
th
 Curt & Lisa Newcomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Lilies 

Were given in honor or in memory of; 

 

In memory of loved ones 

By Tom and Mary Pat Brooke 

 

In memory of loved ones  

By Katherine Willson 

 

In memory of Bob McCoy 

By Louise McCoy 

 

In honor of their families 

By David and Bertie Baker 

 

In memory of Annette Martinez  

by Brian Martinez 

 

In memory of Georgia Kiwala 

By Marianne Phelps 

 

In memory of Marion Barnhart 

By Marianne Phelps 

 

In memory of Annabelle Kempf 

By Marianne Phelps 

 

In memory of Jim McCrabb 

By Jan McCrabb 

 

In memory of Donald & Kate McCrabb 

By Jan McCrabb 

 

In memory of Harold Hofmaster 

By Jan McCrabb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In memory of Eileen Grinder 

By Jan McCrabb 

 

In memory of Sandra Becicka 

By Jan McCrabb 

 

In memory of Harold Brooks and Marie Barber 

By Norma Brooks and Bud Barber 

 

In honor of the Sterner and Hanson Families 

 

In memory of Earl & Ellen Hitchings 

By Ken and Marilyn Ruegsegger 

 

In memory of Gerald & Verna Ruegsegger 

By Ken and Marilyn Ruegsegger 

 

In memory of Duane Ruegsegger 

By Ken and Marilyn Ruegsegger 

 

In memory of Pam Hillyer 

By Jodi Kelly 

 

In memory of Loletta Mackey 

by Bill & Patty Laughlin 
 
 

 


