
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Having just returned from a two day camp 

experience extended another day due to snowstorms, I 

have many things clamoring in my mind.  The theme 

of our keynote speaker was confronting the elephants 

of ministry.  Undoubtedly, you will hear some 

remarks about that in the next few sermons. 

 For today, I am looking ahead to Lent.  It 

begins early this year on Feb. 13.  Traditionally 

thought of, if at all, as a season to „give up something‟ 

sacrificially to better identify with Christ‟s sacrifice, 

Lent beckons me this year to „gain‟ something.  I will 

call it the Special K attitude.  Special K has some 

wonderful TV commercials these days.  People are 

trying to lose weight, but when they step on the scale 

to see what they‟ve lost, they get to see what they‟ve 

gained; things like confidence, joy, and success. 

     So I encourage you to think about 

something you‟d like to lose; perhaps anxiety, fear, 

bitterness, stubbornness, laziness, there are countless 

examples.  But don‟t look at them as negative 

obstacles to somehow defeat, look at what you might 

gain; peace, self-assurance, forgiveness, happiness. 

 Here‟s what I will work on; it‟s one of my 

„elephants‟-- Procrastination.  I am looking forward to 

what I will gain from losing.  Good luck losing, so 

that you might gain. 

 May faith, hope, and peace of Christ grow in 

you, 

 

 Pastor Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

January 2013 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

January 6   $2587.00 87 

January 13 $723.00 58 

January 20 $533.87 50 

January 27 $2811.00 40 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 
February 2013 

INSIDE THE NEWSLETTER 

 

Pastor‟s Page 

Church Record 

Music Notes 

Christian Education 

Official Board Summary 

Church Workers 

Fat Sunday 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Calendar 

Road Trip 

Tickle Your Ribs Night 

Note from the Board Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CHRISTIAN ED NEWS 
 In February we are going to learn about 

John 3:16 and also start with lent and then lead up to 

Easter.  KIDS WOW for February will be on the 27
th

.   

 

 
                                                                                                              

 

Music Notes 

 
Isn't February at our church just super?!  There's 
the Souper Bowl of Caring, Camp Ministry 
Sunday, Fat Tuesday and Ash Wednesday, the 
1st 2 Sundays of Lent, and music to reflect these 
things.  Please note the variety below, and join 
us for as much as you possibly can ..... it's 
always better with all of you! 
 
Sun., Feb. 3 - CHIME CHOIR 
 
Wed., Feb. 6 - Chime Choir, 6:50 to 7:30 
                      Chancel Choir, 7:30 to 8:30 
 
Sun., Feb. 10 - WORSHIP TEAM 
 
Wed., Feb. 13 - (same as Feb. 6) 
 
Sun., Feb. 17 - CHANCEL CHOIR 
 
Wed., Feb. 20 - (same as Feb. 6) 
 
Sun., Feb. 24 - CHIME CHOIR 
 
Wed., Feb. 27 - (same as Feb. 6) 
 

 

 

SPIRIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  
The church benefits from gifts that provide 
for future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROAD TRIP  
The next Road Trip to Oaknoll is February14th.  

Anyone is invited to join us for lunch, fellowship and 

Bible study. 

 

 

Fat Sunday – February 10
th

.  

 Expect to worship with joy around our 

fellowship tables.  

    Pancake breakfast will follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you notice we are running low 

on supplies in the church please 

inform the office.  Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickle Your Ribs Nights - 

February 21
st
, March 21

st
  

 

Lip Smackin’ Finger Lickin’ Ribs  

by Bob and Arnie 

  Taters    

Cowboy Beans 

  And Desserts  

6:00 – 7:00 PM Dine in or Carry out 

Proceeds from this fundraiser 

will go toward our kitchen 

expansion. 
 



 

Tickle Your Ribs Night and A leap of faith 
Bob Dewar and I were sitting around chit 

chatting one Sunday morning before the service and 

Bob says “We ought to do some kind of fund raiser 

for the new kitchen”. I agreed and asked him what he 

had in mind. I thought sure he was going to suggest 

smoking turkeys and offering them for sale since we 

were talking about smoking turkeys. I suppose by 

now its no surprise to anyone that Bob and I like to 

cook. Bob really surprised me when he suggested 

doing rib dinners.  

We kicked around a couple of ideas and very 

quickly realized the first thing we were going to have 

to do was find a time to do it that wouldn‟t interfere 

with whatever else was going on in the community. 

We decided the 3
rd

 Thursday would most likely be the 

safest day of the month. Then we decided on doing 3 

fund raisers and thought it best to see if we could get 

the Board‟s approval before we went any farther.    

With the Board‟s approval, we had a quick meeting to 

figure out how we would proceed and what the menu 

would be, ribs, cowboy beans, tater wedges, some 

kind of dessert and a drink. That was the easy part; 

then we had to get down to work. Bob and I had 3 or 

4 impromptu meetings to put this together. They 

usually went something like this: Me, “How many 

people do you think will show up?” Bob, “I don‟t 

know. How many people do you think will show up?”   

Me, “what do you think we should figure for portion 

size?” Bob, “I don‟t know. What do you think we 

should figure for portion size?” We really weren‟t 

getting anywhere and we really weren‟t sure exactly 

what or how we were going to do it. 

I put together a shopping list and arbitrarily 

picked the quantities. Marla at the West Liberty 

Locker was a big help on the ribs and serving size. I 

can tell you I now know more about ribs than I 

thought I would ever need to know.  

We put a couple of ads in the Index and put up 

a handful of fliers around town and the feedback 

started to come in. Quite a few people and groups 

started letting us know they were coming and I was 

getting concerned our smokers wouldn‟t be able to 

keep up to the demand. “How many people do you 

think will show up?” Bob, “I don‟t know. How many 

people do you think will show up?”   With less than a 

week to go, I began to think I‟d better see if I could 

call in a few favors and round up a few more 

smokers. First I called Les and Cindy MacGowen. I 

sold them my old smoker a couple years ago and they 

were on vacation fishing somewhere down south. 

Next was Steve Tomas, a friend of mine from Oxford. 

He had bought a small smoker to try out a couple of 

my recipes. The day before Tickle Your Ribs Night I 

hit up Rick Overton, a co-worker of mine from 

Durant.  

Armed with 5 small smokers, I thought we‟d 

have plenty of capacity to smoke more than enough 

ribs. “How many people do you think will show up?” 

Bob, “I don‟t know. How many people do you think 

will show up?”   Bob, “How many ribs do you think 

we can smoke in 5 smokers?” Me, “I don‟t know. 

How many do you think we can smoke in 5 

smokers?” After a bit of ciphering, calculating, and 

confusing the facts we decided to do 150 lbs of ribs, a 

roaster full of cowboy beans, 60 lbs of tater wedges, 

and whatever amount of desserts we could get 

donated. 

Without a doubt, Tickle Your Ribs Night was 

the most unorganized thing I‟ve ever done. For the 

most part I just tried to stay out of the way and let 

God take charge of the event. That‟s why it was no 

surprise to me when the congregation provided just 

enough desserts and help for the night, and the 

community showed up with just enough of a crowd at 

steady enough a pace to keep things moving from 

open to close. The determination of our congregation 

and the community support we have is nothing short 

of awesome! I truly feel blessed to be a part of it. God 

is Good all the time. 

No one went away hungry and we sold out of 

ribs, there were roughly 2 helpings of cowboy beans 

left over, and I think there were around 10 servings of 

dessert left when we shut down. I‟m not sure exactly 

how the tater wedges should have worked out because 

we had quite a bit of operator error going on with the 

fryer. I suggested that we fire the fryer operator 

because of the poor job he did with the fryer, but I 

was told I had to show up next month for retraining.  

I believe the Good Lord got us through our learning 

curve and we are now ready to rock and roll. Hope to 

see you at the next Tickle Your Ribs Night February 

21
st
! 

In service, 

Arnie Hart 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

January 7, 2012   

The Official Board meeting was opened by Chair 

Mary Larson.  In attendance were:  Dave Baker, Syd 

Harned, Levi Larson, Bill Koellner, Jodi Kelly, Karen 

Nortman, Jan McCrabb, Tom Probst, Pastor Marian 

Hart, and Treasurer Keith Barnhart. 

Devotion: Marian spoke of Hebrews 12 and how it is 

relating to our Board this month.   

Opened in Prayer 

Approval of the Docket: Approved 1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 

Levi L. unanimously approved by the Board.   

Approval of Minutes:  Approved 1
st 

Bill K. and 2
nd 

 

Dave B.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Keith Barnhart gave the 

Treasurer‟s report. All bills paid but missions.  Keith 

repaid the $4000.00 borrowed from the savings.  

Have not put money into the future maintenance 

funds for either church or manse.  Keith requests 

Board tells him what money from Gen. Savings 

(which includes the Lois Schermerhorn trust money) 

be moved to checking account.   

Starting of month balance   $ 1,502.21 

Receipts     $ 68,609.08 

Subtotal     $ 70,111.29 

Disbursements      $ 67,341.84 

Ending Balance    $ 2,769.45 

                                     

Board checking balance $1,556.45 

Motion to approve Treasurer‟s Report 1
st
 Jodi K., 2

nd
 

Dave B.  unanimously approved by the Board. 
 

Treasurer‟s Beginning Year Housekeeping Page 

Move to leave 1 & 2 same for 2013.  1
st
 Tom P. 2

nd
 

Bill K.   

1. & 2.  Same 

3.  Mary L. will ask Butch Nortman and Vince 

Ottaway to do annual Lockbox inventory.    

4. Motion made to let Treasurer transfer funds 

between Checking and Money Market accounts as 

needed to keep positive balance in checking account. 

1
st
Jodi K. 2

nd
 Tom P. unanimously approved by the 

Board.  

5. Motion made to authorize payment of routine and 

budgeted bills at discretion of Treasurer 1
st
 Dave B. 

2
nd

 Tom P.  unanimously approved by the Board. 

6. Levi L. volunteered to audit treasurer‟s books.  

Will ask Joe M. as well.   

7. Motion made to designate dollar amount of 

Pastor‟s salary as housing allowance, same as last 

year. 1
st 

Dave B.  2
nd

 Syd H. unanimously approved 

by Board.  

8. Motion made to stick to the recommended formula 

for Shared Mission Support per capita 1
st
 Dave B. 2

nd
 

Levi L. unanimously approved by the Board.  

9.  Please use the “Payment request or Bill submitted” 

sheet when asking for payment from Treasurer.  They 

are located in the Treasurer box in the office.   
 

Board discussed meeting time and date:  meetings 

will be changed to 1
st
 Thursday of the Month at 6:00 

p.m. But this February, Board will meet on the 12
th

 at 

7:00 p.m. 

Chairs Report:   

Board Approved hiring of Grief Construction for 

snow removal for winter of 2013 by email vote.   

Pleased to note the windows have been replaced.   

Mary L. will update repair list and will email to Dave 

B. and rest of Board.   

Mary L. would like the congregation to be more 

informed on financial stats of the church.  She will 

email Dave B. and Katie T. and work on finding a 

good way of communicating through the bulletins and 

newsletter.   

Board thanks Mary L. for being a wonderful Board 

Chair over the last two years.   

Pastor Report:   

Motion to approve Pastors Report as written 1
st
 Jodi 

K. 2
nd

 Levi L. unanimously approved by the Board.  

Grant request for Marian to attend Minister‟s Institute 

at Christian Conf. Center Jan 28
th

 through Jan. 30
th

.   

Annual Manse inspection tabled for Feb. meeting.   

Marian states the soffet still flaps when it is windy 

outside.   

Old Business: 

1. Lois Schermerhorn trust: $15,926.88 is currently 

sitting in Gen. Savings account. Discussion followed.  

Motion to approve $5,000 goes towards Missions. 

$5,000 towards Kitchen Project, $5,000 be kept in 

Gen. Savings for Board to use at its discretion for a 

2013 project, $926.88 goes to CYG.  1
st
 Bill K., 2

nd
 

Jodi K. unanimously approved by the Board. 

2. Website Update: Ethan at Big Imprint Design has 

been in contact with Jodi K. Pages are being designed 

and website is being developed.  Jodi K. and Marian 

have spoken about needs for site.   

3. Kitchen Update:  Dennis Stewart has not met 

deadlines again.  Dennis and Sub Contractors asked to 

meet this Wednesday here at the church.  Mary L. 

gave Dennis a new deadline of Jan. 18
th

 for 

Construction Plan and Spec. Sheet.   



Jodi K. reported that as of today $79,000 has been 

received for Kitchen Project. 

$38,000 pledged for 2013, $10,898 pledged for 2014.  

Will break ground when we have received $110,000.  

A letter will be sent out the Chamber members and 

local churches to inform them of our Kitchen Project.   

New Business: 

1. Prepare for Annual Meeting.  Potluck will be held 

after the meeting.   

a. Mary L. officially handed over the Board 

responsibilities to Dave. B.   

b. Move to approve 2013 budget given by 

Board and Budget Committee.  1
st
 Bill K. 2

nd
 

Karen N. unanimously approved by the Board. 

2. Welcome new Board Members, Thank you to old 

Board Members.  

3. Board assigned to Committees:  

Jodi K will serve on the Christian Ed. Committee 

Bill K. will serve on the Stewardship Committee 

Syd H. will serve on the Worship and Nominating 

Committee 

Karen N. Will serve on the Worship Committee 

Levi L. will serve on the Congregational Life 

Committee and as an Endowment liaison 

Tom P. will serve on the Trustees and be a liaison for 

the Memorial Committee 

Dave B. will serve on the Trustees and Worship 

Committees 

Co-Vice Chairs will be Bill K. and Tom P.  

4. Board Retreat: Sunday March 3
rd

, 11:30-3 food 

included   

5.  Move to approve use of building for Jan. 27
th  

4-7 

p.m. Dream Catchers Trivia Night 1
st
 Bill K, 2

nd
 Syd 

H.   

6. Sat. Feb. 2
nd

 KAH will be using the FH from 8:30-

10:30. 

Ministry and Program Reports  

Stewardship:  Have received 32 pledges for 2013.  

Amount of pledged money is down from 2012 with 

$59,445.00.  Congregation will be more informed this 

year with financial information in the bulletins and 

newsletter.   

Christian Ed.: Junior High girls raised $265.00 at 

last Sunday‟s impromptu Cookie fundraiser for CYG 

mission trip.   

Congregational Life:  Need more volunteers for the 

upcoming Tickle Your Ribs Night on Jan. 17
th

.   

Trustees:  Windows have been replaced.  Now the 

lock on the door by the food pantry needs to be fixed.   

Worship Team:  idea of serving Gluten Free bread 

during Communion was brought up for those with 

dietary needs.  Levi L. will look into.    

Levi L. will contact Vince O. about the humming 

issue over the video recordings and see if that issue 

has been resolved.   

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:30 p.m. 1
st
 Dave B.  

2
nd

 Jodi K. approved by all.  

Prayer Concerns Shared. 

Next official Board Meeting Feb 12
th

 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

NOTE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR 

I am looking forward to my third year on the 

official board.  One of the reasons Bertie and I joined 

First Church United twenty some years ago is the 

leadership this church shows in the community.  I was 

impressed with the churches outreach program, the 

feeling of family, the food pantry, the willingness of 

the congregation and leaders to open the building to 

other organizations, and the community programs that 

were and are still offered.  There is a need in the 

community for a church to take a leadership role and I 

see First Church United continuing to fill that need. 
 

One of the things I would like to implement 

and build on this year is strategic planning.  We need 

a plan to set the course for the church to grow and 

prosper in the future.  It would be a lot easier if we 

had a road map to follow.  Where do you see the 

church in five years, ten years, and beyond?  If we 

work together and have a plan this may come to pass.  

I understand a few years ago a program was started 

and then it just seemed to fade away.  Was it that 

there were no recommendations or was it because of 

lack of implementation of recommendations?   I think 

it will take not only the board, Marian, the choir 

directors, the Christian education committee, the 

deacons, the elders, and the trustees, but we will need 

input from every member of the church.  This is not 

something we will do for one year, but we will set the 

framework in place to build on the ideas we set down 

year after year and the plan can change with the needs 

of the church, nothing should be carved in stone.  It 

appears the budget and the new kitchen are foremost 

in our minds as we begin 2013.  But if we solve these 

problems what do we do, wait for the next crises to 

come along or do we act proactive and look for ideas 

to avoid problems and crises?  There is room for all of 

us to grow as individuals and to grow the church as a 

family under God to keep First Church United a 

leader in the community.   

Sincerely, Dave Baker 



Church Workers 

February 3rd 

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Ruegsegger & Dave Baker 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Letha Ottaway 2) Vince Ottaway 3) Butch 

Nortman 4) Bob Dewar 5) Susie Lehman  

6) Karen Nortman 

USHER: Ken Knoble  

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps  

POWER POINT: Karen Nortman 
 

February 10
th

  

USHER: Ken Ruegsegger   

GREETERS: Bette Burton & Evelyn Evans 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: None needed 
 

February 17
th

  

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Ken Ruegsegger & Dave Baker 

COMMUNION SERVERS:  

1) Letha Ottaway 2) Vince Ottaway 3) Butch 

Nortman 4) Bob Dewar 5) Susie Lehman  

6) Karen Nortman 

USHER: Dave Baker 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Louise McCoy & Maggie Christy 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps  

POWER POINT: Marcie Dewar 
 

February 24
th

  

USHER:  Dave Baker 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Bill & Jan Koellner 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 

POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in February 
 1

 
Howard Bjork 

4 Jeni Laughlin 

9 Lindsey Laughlin 

12 Marjory Melick 

12 Melissa Barnhart 

13 Evans Walt 

13 Randy Henderson 

14 Joe Myers 

15 Virgil Harned 

17 Jessica Kober 

19
 
Pat Gingerich 

20 Chance Thrasher 

21 Barb Bothell 

23 Joe Lehman 

25 Norma Brookes 

25 Doug Phelps 

25 BJ Newcomb 

27 Tom Lehman 

27 Jacob Henderson 

28 Jessica Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries in February 
14 Roger & Dee Johnson 

 

If you know of a correction or omission to the 

Birthdays or Anniversaries, 

please relay that information to the church office.           

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


