
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

There has been a mantra in the back of my 

mind for a couple years.  It comes from the gospel of 

John: Feed my sheep.  Tend my sheep.  Feed my 

sheep.  These are the responses of Jesus to Peter after 

Peter answers the question, ―Do you love me?‖  It 

took Peter three tries to get it right.  ―Yes, Lord, you 

know I love you.‖  Jesus final words to Peter were 

―Follow me.‖    

Feed my sheep.  Physically.  This was the 

prompt for beginning the Welcome Table ministry of 

feeding lunch to folks on Saturdays.  Ironic isn‘t it 

that God calls someone who doesn‘t enjoy cooking 

that much to feed others and she finds herself 

enjoying it? How else are we to feed Jesus‘ sheep? 

Tend my sheep.  I have a tendency to take 

spontaneous action, sometimes without thinking 

things through.  God gifted my heart so that I have a 

wide and natural streak of care giving.  Jesus might 

caution me to tend to myself.  In what ways are we to 

continue to tend Jesus‘ sheep? 

Feed my sheep.  Spiritually.  Teaching and 

preaching are hard work.  It is enjoyable to study and 

labor over the right way to say or ask something.  

Where is that spiritual hunger that needs fed? 

So Jesus tells us to ‗follow him‘.  How are we 

doing that in the coming year?   Is there a mantra in 

the back of your mind trying to birth a new ministry?  

Or help with an ongoing one?  Do we follow him 

more closely through prayer and study, worship, 

hands-on; just how, where, to what are we being 

called?  Please join me in listening for the answer to 

that question.     

My vision for 2013 is to be a church that 

everyone knows for the visible, tangible, relevant 

ways we serve our Lord.      

In His service, 

Pastor Marian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEADLINES 
The deadline for submitting items for the February 

Official Board Docket is Tuesday, January 22.  

Board Meeting in January is on Monday the 7th.  The 

deadline for submitting articles or information for the 

February Newsletter is  

Tuesday, January 15
th

. 

CHURCH RECORD 

December 2012 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

Dec. 2 $1502.00 73 

Dec. 9 $1033.00 84 

Dec. 16 $3404.00 120 

Dec. 23 $5595.00 74 

Dec. 24 NA 81 

Dec. 30 $2989.00 59 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
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This money goes to support the ministries of our 

Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.  We benefit 

from a great many resources – especially personnel 

support and supplies.  We are assessed this apportionment 

for each active member of the congregation.  Please 

prayerfully consider paying your apportionment so that we 

do not have to take it out of the operational budget.  Thank 

you for participating in the mission and ministry of the 

Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

The Per Capita 

Apportionment for 

2013 is 32.87. 



Community Youth Group 

 We had two regular CYG meetings in Dec. 

and one service project.  In less than 45 minutes, 23 

cases of food were packed for Kids Against Hunger, 

that‘s just under 5,000 meals.  Great job all!  We took 

a break for the holidays and will start back up with 

our Jan. 6 Kick Off at West Liberty Christian 

Fellowship with games and pizza night.  See you all 

next year! 

  

CHRISTIAN ED NEWS 

 The youth have been busy in Sunday School.  

Take a look in the classroom or hallway and their 

AWESOME art will tell you what they‘ve been 

learning.  Thank you to all who supported them by 

donating to the ornaments for toys project.  If you 

missed the announcement in church, $82 was raised 

for helping needy children have a merrier Christmas.  

Kids, you did a great job in church teaching us the 

ABC‘s of Christmas.  

 Adult Sunday School will resume in January, 

continuing our studies on pilgrimage. 

 

I want to thank my church family for their acts of 

kindness and expressions of sympathy during my 

mother‘s illness and passing.  Carol Miller 

 

Many people contributed in many ways to make 

our performance of Handel's The Messiah the best 

it could be!  Whether you sang, distributed flyers, 

made cookies or punch, served refreshments, took 

pictures, provided tech support or made 

recordings, decorated, solicited help from others, 

brainstormed suggestions & offered assistance, 

moved chairs & other furniture, donated toward 

any of these needs, or anything else that 

contributed to the success and joy of this endeavor 

for the benefit of all, THANK YOU!!! 

 

 

 
ROAD TRIP  
The next Road Trip to Oaknoll is Jan. 10.  Anyone is 

invited to join us for lunch, fellowship and Bible 

study. 

 
                                                                                                                       

 
 

 

 

Music Notes 

 
January is a time when we can feel twice-blessed.  

We can bask in the glow of the recent Advent / 

Christmas joy, but skip the rush and pressure we 

put on ourselves.  Musically, we have less to 

prepare.  But we have more time to devote to it and 

enjoy it.  We can "work" (sing / play) ahead, and 
that always gives a sense of something to look 

forward to and satisfaction in fulfilling our goals.  

Here's to the joy of making music! 

 

Wed., Jan. 2 - Chime Choir, 6:50 to 7:30 

                      Chancel Choir, 7:30 to 8:30 

 

Sun., Jan. 6 - Special Music 
 

Wed., Jan. 9 - (same as Jan. 2) 
 

Sun., Jan. 13 - CHIME CHOIR  
 
Wed., Jan. 16 - (same as Jan. 2) 

 

Sun., Jan. 20 - WORSHIP TEAM 
 

Wed., Jan. 23 - (same as Jan. 2) 

 

Sun., Jan. 27 - CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

Wed., Jan. 30 - (same as Jan. 2) 

 

 

SPRIIT of GENEROSITY-Leaving a Legacy 
Prayerfully consider including First Church 

United in your will. A Charitable bequest is a 
way in which we can leave a legacy and 

express our faith and values to the church.  
The church benefits from gifts that provide 
for future generations. For questions, please 

contact Tom Brooke. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THANK-YOU  
to CYG for packing 4968 meals for kids 

against hunger on 12/16. 

 

Annual Meeting  

Sunday, January 13
th

 

following the service. 

 

Ken & Jo Noble express ‘thank you’ to all 

for your thoughts, prayers, cards, food, flowers, 

and assistance following the death of our son Rick.   

 Rick and Morrie were the first two to be 

baptized by Rev. Ralph Farmer by Immersion in 

the new church.  Ricks faith has continued to 

grow.   

 Your presence, thoughts, love and support 

mean a lot to us.   

   The family of Rick Noble   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary’s office hours: 

M,T,Th, F 9:00-11:30a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL 

BOARD SUMMARY 

December 3, 2012   

The Official Board meeting was opened by Chair 

Mary Larson.  In attendance were:  Dave Baker, Jodi 

Kelly, Pastor Marian Hart, Levi Larson, Keith 

Barnhart, Bill Koellner and Syd Harned, and Vince 

Ottaway.   
 

Opened with devotion activity. 
 

Approval of the Docket: Approved as amended 1
st
 

Dave B. 2
nd

 Levi L.  Unanimously approved by 

board.   

Approval of Minutes:  Move to approve as amended 

1
st
Syd H. 2

nd
 Dave B. Unanimously approved by the 

Board. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Keith Barnhart gave the treasurer‘s report. 

Keith moved $2000 from endowment interest fund to 

checking acct.  Mission has not been paid.  All other 

bills have been paid.   

*Note from Beth Jensen (Schermerhorn) read: 

Beth writes that she believes her mother, Lois 

Schermerhorn, would have directed the Board to use 

money left to the church ($15,925.00) as they see fit.   

Suggested part of that trust be used to pay 

missions another suggestion is to hold trust money till 

we know what December bills and receipts we will 

have so we can accurately forecast payment of bills.  

Move to accept gift and place in temporary savings 

till January‘s Board meeting 1
st
 Bill K, 2

nd
 Vince O.   

 

Starting of October balance   $ 719.17 

Receipts     $ 42,489.04 

(of which $7,256 was from congregational giving) 

Subtotal     $ 43,208.21 

Disbursements      $ 41,706.00 

Ending Balance    $ 1,502.21 

                                     

Board Checking Balance $1,349.21 

 

Move to approve treasurer‘s report 1
st
 Jodi K. 

2
nd

 Dave B. Approved by the Board. 

Meeting to be arranged to include Keith B, 

current Board, and new Board members to discuss 

2013 budget.  Meeting will be held on Dec. 10
th

 at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Tickle Your Ribs Nights -

January 17
th

, February 21
st
, 

March 21
st
  

 

Lip Smackin’ Finger Lickin’ Ribs  

by Bob and Arnie 

Tater Wedges    

Cowboy Beans 

  And Desserts  

6:00 – 7:00 PM Dine in or Carry out 

Proceeds from this fundraiser 

will go toward our kitchen 

expansion. 
 



Pastor Report:  Motion to approve Pastor‘s Report 

as written 1
st 

Jodi K. 2
nd  

Levi L.  Unanimously 

approved by the Board.  Marian asked if she could be 

allowed to park her car & sell it in the parking lot of 

church.  Move to allow 1
st
 Bill K, 2

nd
 Jodi K.   

 

Old Business: 

1. Mary L. contacted General Contactor at 

Stewart Construction for updates on 

information she asked for previously 

(estimates, subcontractors…).  Dennis Stewart 

said he was working on it and she gave new 

deadline of Dec. 14
th

. 

2. Sound system – Vince O. spoke of low hum 

heard when service is played on public access 

t.v. Discussion followed on various ways of 

correcting the low but constant humming.   

3. Repairs – Dave B. called Marv‘s Glass to 

check on window replacements.  They did not 

have a date for completion yet.  Dave B. will 

continue to call and ask for updates.   

4. Bill K. spoke about Kessler Electric replacing 

lights in Sanctuary.  They were fixed but still 

may need to be adjusted.   
 

New Business: 

1. Budget – Mary L. will contact Dinette Myers 

for pledger and non-pledger numbers from last 

3 years.   

2. Nominating Committee – Jodi K. has filled all 

positions.  For Official Board: Tom Probst (2 

year term), Karen Nortman, Tom Brooke, and 

Jan McCrabb.  Deacons: Evelyn Wilkerson 

and Betty Burton.  Endowment Committee: 

Rob Miller.  Communion Elders: Ken Noble 

and Keith Barnhart.  Pastoral Relations: 

Margaret Barnhart.  Personnel: Syd Harned.  

CE Committee: Amy Lehman.  Memorial: 

Ken Ruegsegger and Carolyn Probst.  

Trustees: Vince Ottaway (replacing Blaine 

Kelly).  Congregational Life: Maggie Christy 

and Gary Hahn.  Board would like to thank 

Jodi K. for her strong effort.   

3. Katie T. would like to ask for Dec. 26-28 off 

and to officially change office hours to 9:00 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. 

Move to allow vacation and change in office 

hours 1
st
 Syd H. 2

nd
 Jodi K.  Approved.   

4. Insurance – Bill K. brought up the question of 

are we covered for food related issues (food 

pantry, KAH).  Asked if Insurance provider 

could meet with food pantry staff.  Move 

Dave B. sets up meeting with Lee Insurance 

1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Bill K.   

5. Bill K. asked about possibility of skyping 

(free online video chat service) during Board 

meetings for those that are out of town.  Board 

is interested if it is needed.   
 

Ministry and Program Reports 

Endowment:  

-Mary L. would like to thank Board for successful 

email campaign for vote on emergency money to go 

to Ramirez family after recent house fire.  Motion to 

approve emergency email request 1
st
 Vince O., 2

nd
 

Syd H.  Approved.     
 

Stewardship:   

-Voiced that Stewardship Comm. is in a tough 

situation to have pledges filled.  Suggested to add 

more information in bulletins and newsletters about 

year to date pledged, budget, receipts in for church 

family to have a better understanding of budget 

issues.  This will begin in January.    
 

Christian Ed:   

-12 kids came to November W.O.W.  

-Norma is doing a great job.   
 

Congregational Life:   

-Haven‘t met lately.  Committee agreed to purchase 

$500 of food for the food pantry.  $1000 was given to 

both Camp Wyoming and Christian Conference 

Center.  Committee would like to add more potlucks 

to the church calendar for Fellowship Hour.          
 

Trustees:  

-Dave B. working on window repair issues with 

Marv‘s Glass.    
 

Worship Team:  

-will meet on Dec. 13
th

 to plan for the Dec. 30
th

 

worship service.     
 

Nominating Committee 

-Joe Myers would like to retire from being 

Endowment Committee Treasurer.  Discussion 

followed as to how to fill position.  Will discuss 

further at January meeting.    

 

Move to adjourn 1
st
 Jodi K. 2

nd
 Levi L.  approved.  

Next official Board Meeting January 7
th

 at 6:00 p.m.  

Prayer concerns shared.  Ended with Prayer. 

 

 

 



 

NOTE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR 

Maybe it was the extra energy retained from a mild 

winter, maybe it was the end of the Mayan calendar, 

but 2012 brought out new and renewed energy at First 

Church United.  As we all know, a church cannot 

exist by and for itself.  God calls us to be a 

communion of the faithful.   

 

The Official Board, in 2012, turned new and renewed 

energy into a course of action. A room-by-room tour 

of the church building generated a repair list, which 

gave us a starting point to tackle some projects.  

Thank you to all who helped!  The repair list will 

continue to be reviewed and amended as needed.  

Significant energy went into exploration of a kitchen 

remodeling project.  Feeding more than 1,000  

mouths per year is a big undertaking, and thirty years 

of wear and tear in our kitchen has not gone 

unnoticed.  A generous gift of new appliances was a 

healthy start to some much needed improvements!  

Not only did the Board agree that some remodeling 

would be good, but every member of the Board 

volunteered to co-chair a segment of the project.  A 

series of open houses were held and 75% of those 

who attended indicated they were in favor of moving 

forward.   
 

The church is often in use 4 to 5 nights a week, 

opening doors to many, and because of this, FCU was 

recently recognized with a Friend of the Community 

Award by the Muscatine County 4-H.  As a 

communion of the faithful, the Official Board 

members freely give  dozens of hours of their time in 

church and community service, attending faith-based 

workshops, painting, cleaning closets,  organizing 

meals, serving on committees, arranging for video 

services, supporting the needs of the Fair Stand, and 

much more! 
 

It takes each and every one of us to collectively create 

and nourish the church as the living voice.  A church 

cannot exist by itself.  We are able to enjoy our 

Sunday worship in a beautiful sanctuary, teach our 

young people within walls of comfort, open our doors 

to the community and offer modest meals and staples, 

and also contribute significantly to wider missions 

around the globe.  With all of that good news, sadly, 

the income received in 2012 was not enough to meet 

the budget.  The Official Board was forced to deplete 

the Savings and make some significant adjustments to 

the budget for 2013.  First Church United has a strong  

 

legacy of providing for the church‘s future and 

everyone who has ever served on the Board or on the 

Endowment Committee has been witness to this good 

fortune.  Many thanks to all who have supported FCU 

in the past!  
 

To rest on one‘s laurels is (ill-advisedly) to live off 

one‘s reputation or refrain from further effort because 

of satisfaction with what one has already achieved.  

As the outgoing Chairman of the Board, I urge each 

of us to consider what we value and expect, 

personally, from our communion of the faithful.  We 

are the living voice! Find new or renewed energy in 

support of the church and give.  We must continue to 

help with present ministries and those planned for the 

future.   
 

 May God grant many blessings in 2013 - - 
 

Mary Larson 

2012 Board Chair 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

West Liberty's 175th anniversary celebration 

kicks off with a birthday open house on January 5, 

2013, at the West Liberty Community Center from 

5-8:30 pm.  The event is open to the public and will 

begin with cocktail hour  5-6, sandwiches 6-7, and 

a short program beginning at 7 pm.  The program 

will portray the perspective of three individual 

lives throughout WL's history and highlight the 

events planned for each monthly theme 

throughout the year. 

We are inviting you to enjoy one another's 

fellowship as you view the historical memorabilia, 

enjoy the background music and refreshments, 

and learn about the exciting events planned for 

your enjoyment in 2013 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathies go out to the 

 Ruth Barkhurst family and  

the family of Rick Noble.   

 



 

Church Workers 

January 6
th
  

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Jan Koellner & Mary Larson 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 1) Joe Myers 2) 

Dinette Myers 3) Jeni Laughlin 4) Brenda 

Miller 5) Jeanine Williams 6) Levi Larson 

USHER: Ken Knoble  

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Vince & Letha Ottaway 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman  

POWER POINT: Arnie Hart 
 

January 13
th

  

USHER: Joe Myers   

GREETERS: Shirley Sterner & Ed Kline 

ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 
 

January 20
th

  

SPEAKING ELDERS:  

Jan Koellner & Mary Larson 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 1) Joe Myers 2) 

Dinette Myers 3) Jeni Laughlin 4) Brenda 

Miller 5) Jeanine Williams 6) Levi Larson 

USHER: Ken Ruegsegger  

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Norma Brooks & Bud Barber 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooks  

POWER POINT: Marcie Dewar 
 

January 27
th

  

USHERS:  Dave & Bertie Baker 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

Tom & Janet Woody 

ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Carolyn Probst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in January 
1 Marvin Erwin 

1 Mary Wendt 

2 Clarence Stagg 

3 Tom Brooke  

3 Sandy Henderson 

3 Karen Nortman 

4 Bud Barber 

 5 Barb Erwin 

7 Joseph Akers 

 9 Tom Brown  

9 Mark Irwin 

9 Josh Gingerich 

10 Evelyn Wilkerson 

11 Diana Brown  

11 Ken Harned 

12 Lori Brooke  

17 Tiffany Myers 

23 John Bothell  

 24 Syd Harned 

26 Gary Hahn 

26 NW ―Doc‖ Blackman 

 27 Scott Barnhart 

29 Bob Dewar 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries in January 
2 Tom & Carolyn Probst 

3 Ken & Syd Harned 

28 David & Roberta Baker 

 

If you know of a correction or omission to the 

Birthdays or Anniversaries, 

please relay that information to the church office.           

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The poinsettias in the Sanctuary are  

in honor or in memory of: 
Sterner & Hansen families by Shirley Sterner 

Harold Brooks, The Ensinger family & Marie Barber 

 by Norma Brooks and Bud Barber 

Charlie & Leota Nortman, Our Grandparents, Leonard & Shirley Larson 

by Leon & Mary Larson 

Lois Schermerhorn by Beth and David 

Jo Webb by Beth and David 

Marion Barnhart by Dean & Marianne Phelps 

Georgia Kawala by Dean & Marianne Phelps 

Evelyn Evans family by Evelyn Evans 

Annette Martinez by Dave & Roberta Baker 

Maynard & Willie Smith by Dave & Roberta Baker 

Bob McCoy by Louise McCoy 

Pam Hillyer by Jodi Kelly 

Waldo & Angela Myers by Joe & Dinette Myers 

Ralph Akers by Betty Akers 

Ellen & Earl Hitchings, Gerald & Vern Ruegsegger, Duane Ruegsegger  

by Ken & Marilyn Ruegsegger 

Loletta Mackey by Bill & Patty Laughlin 

Harold Hofmaster, Eileen Gunder, Sandra Becicka by Jan McCrabb 

Jim McCrabb, Donald & Kate McCrabb by Jan McCrabb 

Janice Whiteside, Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Wright, Our family, Brenda, Tom,  

Mr. & Mrs. W R Woody, Paul & Norma Coglizer  

by Tom & Janet Woody 

Mr. & Mrs. Clare Brooke by Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Miller by Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 

Mr. & Mrs. Reed Hawthorne by Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brooke by Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 


